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To 
MY    NATIVE    TOWN. 


PREFACE. 

Much  has  been  written  and  re-written,  and  has 
appeared  in  the  local  Press  and  the  Parish  Magazines,, 
about  Acton,  and  to  traverse  the  ground  may  seem 
superfluous,  but  it  will  perhaps  interest  some  who 
have  not  read  former  accounts  to  scan  the  present 
ones,  which  give  some  information  about  the  Parish 
Church  past  and  present,  also  a  few  of  my  recollec- 
tions  and  reminiscences  of  the  last  sixty  years,  and  a 
glance  over  the  names  and  abodes  of  Acton  people  of 
the  last  century,  noting  the  great  changes  that  have 
taken  place  in  the  little  "  Oak  Town,"  whose  inhabi- 
tants sixty  years  ago  numbered  under  3,000,  and  now 
(1913)  60,000. 

The  many  streets  of  houses  noiv  cover  what  were 
country  residences,  with  spacious  gardens,  meadows, 
and  cornfields;  the  one  village  street,  with  its  old- 
fashioned  shops,  has  now  given  way  to  modern  build- 
ings lengthening  out  east  and  west,  and  branching  out 
north  and  south;  the  traffic  on  the  highway  formerly 
consisted  of  some  market  carts,  the  Oxford  coach,  a 
few  three-horse  omnibuses,  and  private  carriages ;  now 
there  is  the  continual  rush  of  the  "  People's  Chariots  '' 
{the  trams),  motor  omnibuses,  etc.,  etc.  These  alter- 
ations make  it  seem  hardly  possible  that  so  great  a 
change  could  take  place  in  such  a  comparatively  short 
period  of  time. 

I  think  a  short  account  of  the  Church  must  be  the 
first  chapters  of  tlvis  little  book. 

October,  1913. 
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OF   ACTON. 

CHAPTER  I. 

St.  Mary's  Church  stands  upon  a  site  where  a 
Church  has  stood  for  over  600  years,  the  first  recorded 
Rector  being  Gregory  Fitzwalter,  who  was  living  in 
the  year  1244.  At  some  later  date  a  new  Church  of 
nave  and  chancel  was  built,  and  this  building,  from 
the  architecture,  was  supposed  to  have  stood  from  300 
to  400  years ;  a  small  portion  of  the  interior  remained 
till  the  year  1865. 

The  Registers  of  the  Church  commence  from  the 
year  1539,  the  first  recorded  baptism  being  : — Anno 
1539. — William  Butlen,  the  sonne  of  Randall,  was  bap- 
tized sixth  day  of  October. 

The  first  recorded  marriage  : — 

David    Richardson    and    Helen    Hall,    16th    June, 
1566. 

The   first   recorded   burial : — 

Abel,   Sonne  of  Adam  Moils,   buried   19th  Aprill, 
1566. 
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Among  the  baptisms  is  Edward,  the  sonne  of  the 
Right  Reverend  Father  in  God,  William  Lloyd,  Lord 
Bishop  of  Peterborough,  and  Ann,  his  wife,  was  bap- 
tized 20th  April,  1680;  also,  August  12th,  1707.— Bap- 
tized, Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Willis,  Dean 
of  Lincoln.  (He  was  afterwards  successively  Bishop 
of  Gloucester,   Salisbury,   and  Winchester). 

Among  the  entries  of  marriages  are  : 

1633. — William  Aldridge  andi  Margaret  Kings 
were  married  ye  28th  July. 

Thursday,  the  5th  of  Aprill,  1655,  Richard  Mere- 
dith, Esquire,  eldest  son  of  Sir  William  Mere- 
dith, of  Leedes,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  was 
marryed  unto  Mrs.  Susanna  Skippon,  young- 
est    daughter     to     the     Right     Hcnourablc 

Tray  tor 
MsjorrGenerr.l    Philip    Skippon    by    Sir  John 

Knave 
Thoroughgood,         Publick        Congregation, 

within  the  Parish  Church  at  Acton,  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex,  Mr.  Philip  Nye  at  the 
same  time  praying  and  teaching  upon  that 
occasion. 

(It  is  not  improbable  that  these  alterations  in  the 
Register  were  made  by  Bruno  Ryves,  Rector). 

1714.— The  Right  Honourable  John  Earl  of  Mar, 
and  the  Lady  Frances,  daughter  of  the  most 
Noble  Marquis  of  Dorchester,  were  married, 
July  20th. 
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Among  the  entries  of  burials  are  these  : — 
1642. — A  Trouper,  buried  ye  14th  of  November. 
1642. — A  Poor  Soldier  buried  ye  26th  November. 
1655. — Mary,  the  wife  of  the  Right  Honourable 

Traytor 
Philip,  Major-General  Skippon,  was  buried  in 

the  Chauncell  of  Acton,  the  31st  January. 

1670. — Mr.  Bishop,  buried  from  the  Lord  Chiefe 
Baron   Hailes,    13th  of  October. 

1679.— The  Right  Worshipfull  Sr.  John  Goodol- 
fenne,  was  burled  in  the  Chauncell,  3rd 
August. 

1698. — William  Aldridge  Whelwright,  buried  ye 
21st  day  of  November,  1698;  aged  114  years 
—115. 

1698. — A  Vaggabon  buried  from  Thomas  Birch's 
Stable,  ye  12th  Novemb. 

1710. — May,  ye  15th,  buried  a  child  from  Marma- 
duke   Bramley's    Barn. 

1713. — Mrs.  Elizabeth  Barry  was  buried  in  the 
P'ish  Church  of  Acton,  in  the  South  Oyle, 
under  ye  end  of  Madam  Lamb's  Pew,  between 
ye  two  Pillars,  the  12th  day  of  November. 

(Mrs.   Barry  was  an  eminent  actress). 

1717. — March  24th,  John  Swootbones  was  layed  in 
the   ground,    probably    after   being    executed 
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for  the  murder  of  his   Godfather,   whom  he 
waylaid  on  returning  from  Brentford. 

1717-18.— William  Richard  Dowill,  Curate  of  this 
Parish,  was  buried  in  ye  Chauncell,  down  by 
ye  Reverend  Doctor  Anthony  Saunders,  ye 
31st  of  January,  and  no  room  to  lay  any  upon 
him. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Historians  describe  the  Church  as  having  small 
windows,  narrow  doors,  and  low  walls  built  of  flint, 
chalk,   and  a  soft  stone. 

Some  years  later  a  tower  was  built  at  the  west  end 
of  brick.  The  date  of  this  was  supposed  to  be  at  the 
end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  as  the  bricks  resem- 
bled in  colour  and  size  the  old  brickwork  of  Cardinal 
Wolsey's  building  at  Hampton  Court  Palace.  The 
tower  had  a  cupola  at  the  top,  in  which  hung  the  old 
bell  of  the  date  of  1583  (no  doubt,  an  earlier  bell  had 
been  at  the  Church) ;  on  this  bell  the  clock  struck  the 
hours.  I  have  been  told  that  this  bell  was  called  the 
Acton  nightingale,  and  could  be  heard  at  Mortlake,  in 
Surrey. 

In  the  year  1639,  the  handsome  silver-gilt  Com- 
munion Plate,  made  in  the  year  1609,  was  given  to  the 
Church  by  Duchess  Dudley  (the  wife  of  Sir  Robert 
Dudley)  who  was  created  Duchess  Dudley  for  life  by 
Charles  I.  It  does  not  appear  what  connection  this 
lady  had  with  Acton. 

The  Churchwardens'  account  refers  as  follows  to 
this  benefaction  : — 

Paid  for  a  Pottle  of  Canary  Wyne  for  the  Ringers 
when  the  Lady  Dudley  brought  the  Plate 
which  she  gave  to  the  Church — 2s. 
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Laid  out  when  we  went  to  give  the  Lady  Dudley 
thanks  for  the  Plate  for  our  dinner  and  other 
expenses  for  5  persons  and  their  horses — 9s. 

Paid  to  David  King  for  two  journeys  to  carry  the 
Plate  to  be  consecrated,  and  afterwards  to 
bring  it  home,  for  his  own  expenses  and  his 
horses — 5s. 

It  should  be  explained  that  the  Plate  was  sent  to 
the  Palace  at  Fulham  for  consecration ;  the  Bishop  at 
that  time  was  Dr.  William  Juxon.  A  further  entry, 
1640,  states  : — 

Given  to  the  Lady  Dudlie's  men  when  they  brought 
the  Carpet  which  she  gave  to  the  Church — 
7s.   6d. 

Duchess  Dudley  died  in  the  year  1669 ;  an  ac- 
count of  her  is  to  be  found  in  a  book,  entitled  **  A 
MIrrour  of  Christianity  and  a  Miracle  of  Charity,"  a 
true  and  exact  narrative  of  the  Life  and  Death  of  the 
most  virtuous  Lady  Alice  Duchess  Dudley.  She 
is  described  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Giles-in-the-Fields,  in 
the  County  of  Middlesex,  owner  of  lands  in  the  Parish 
of  Bidford,  in  Warwickshire.  She  presented  Church 
Plate  there  in  the  year  1665.  She  also  gave  Church 
Plate  to  the  Parishes  of  St.  Giles-in-the-Fields,  London, 
Lake  Walton,  Manchester,  Ashtone,  Kenilworth, 
Monks  Kirby,  Ladbroke,  St.  Albans  Herts,  and  Pats- 
hill    Northants. 
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"In  the  year  1642  much  havoc  occurred  here  as 
elsewhere,"  Bowacke  states,  "  there  being  scarce  a 
Brass  Plate  left  upon  a  gravestone  or  an  Effigy  of  value 
but  what  is  torn  off."  This  statement  is  borne  out 
by  the  narrative  of  Nehemiah  Wharton,  a  soldier  in 
the  army  under  Essex,  in  the  year  1642  (printed  In 
Archaeologia).  He  says,  "  On  Monday,  August  8th, 
we  marched  to  Acton,  but  being  in  the  sixth  company, 
we  were  belated,  and  many  of  our  soldiers  were  con- 
strained to  lodge  in  beds,  whose  feathers  were  about 
a  yarde  long.  Tuesday  also  this  day,  the  soldiers  got 
into  the  Church,  defaced  the  ancient  and  sacred  glazed 
Pictures  and  burned  the  Holy  Railes.  (Probably  a 
Rood    Screen   also). 

"  Wednesday. — Mr.  Lowe  gave  us  a  famous 
sermon  upon  this  day,  also  the  soldiers  brought  the 
Holy  Railes  from  Chiswick,  and  burned  them  In  our 
town." 

As  recorded  in  Magna  Britannica,  Dr.  Featley 
was  Rector  at  this  time,  and  almost  every  house  was 
filled  with  soldiers ;  they  literally  quartered  themselves 
upon  the  inhabitants,  and  even  Dr.  Featley  was  turned 
out  of  his  house  and  home  to  make  room  for  Colonel 
Urry,  who  had  command  of  the  forces  stationed  in  the 
village.  The  Church,  as  above  referred  to,  was 
entered  by  force,  the  Font  thrown  down  and  defaced, 
windows  smashed,  and  the  Chancel  Rails  taken  into 
the  street  and  burned. 
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It  rs  recorded  that  Dr.  Featley  was  a  great  and 
good  writer,  published  many  books,  and  was  loved  by 
all  who  knew  his  worth,  but  as  he  was  faithfully  ren- 
dering the  Service  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
which  these  misguided  zealots  described  as  *'  Pottage,'^ 
they  would  have  taken  his  life  had  he  not  escaped  to 
Lambeth,  his  other  living.  He  died,  April  17th,  1645, 
and  was  buried  at  Lambeth, 


73 
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CHAPTER  III. 

After  a  few  years'  interval,  there  seems  to  have 
been  a  rallying,  as  i't  were,  after  the  despoilers,  for 
between  the  years  1650  and  1670  a  new  Vestry  was 
built  over  the  South  Porch,  and  several  parishioners 
gave  £4  towards  furnishing  the  same.  (There  are  na 
existing  views  of  the  Church  of  that  period). 

At  this  time,  several  gifts  were  made  to  the 
Church.  The  handsome  Font,  with  bowl  and  carved 
panels,  supported  on  four  shafts,  was  repaired.  Mrs. 
Manning  gave  for  the  Communion  Table  a  damask 
cloth  ;  the  Lady  Mordaunt,  a  suit  of  fine  hangings  for 
the  Chancel,  and  carpet  for  the  Communion  Table,  a 
pulpit  cloth  and  cushion  of  purple  silk  camelet  em- 
broided.  Mrs.  Brewer  gave  a  new  Altar  piece,  having 
Moses  and  Aaron  and  the  Commandments  painted 
on  it,  and  beautified  with  good  carving,  and  also  wains- 
coted the  east  end  of  the  Church.  (The  supposed  old 
Altar  slab  of  the  Church  was  for  some  years  at  the 
west  doorway ;  it  is  now  placed  outside,  against  the 
south  wall  of  the  tower). 

In  the  year  1683,  Sir  John  Elves  erected  new 
Rails  round  the  Communion  Table.  In  the  year  1695 
Mr.  Robert  Limpany  gave  the  three  volumes  of  the 
Book   of   Martvrs   for   the   use   of   the   Church,    which 
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were  secured  with   iron  chains.        (The   said   volumes 
have  disappeared). 

As  with  Lady  Dudley,  it  does  not  appear  what  con- 
nection these  donors  had  with  Acton  Parish. 

In  the  year  1701,  the  Church  is  spoken  of  as 
being  repaired  by  the  Parish,  whitewashed,  and  very 
much  beautified  (?).  From  that  time  to  the  year 
1786,  some  £520  was  expended  upon  the  Church ; 
probably  in  these  years  the  bricking  over  the  old  flint 
walls  was  done,  the  old  South  Porch  and  Vestry  re- 
moved, and  a  recess  thereby  made  for  the  large  stove. 
A  Faculty  was  obtained  in  the  year  1767,  at  a  cost  of 
£10  2s.  2d.,  for  building  a  new  Vestry  by  the  southern 
side  of  the  Church  tower ;  this  was  evidently  done  by 
the  year  1785,  as  6s.  4d.  was  paid  that  year  for  vinegar 
for<  Washing  the  Vestry  Room  (This  sounds  like  a 
disinfecting  process,  but  perhaps  it  was  done  to  colour 
the  brickwork  in  some  way). 

In  the  year  1766  the  tower  was  repaired  and 
pointed  at  a  cost  of  £135,  and  in  1799  the  Chancel  was 
cased  with  brick  over  the  flint  work,  that  it  might  cor- 
respond with  the  body  of  the  Church  and  tower ;  this 
was  done  at  the  expense  of  the  Rev.  W.  Antrobus, 
Rector  of  the  Parish,  who  was  also  Rector  of  St. 
Andrew-Undershaft,  in  the  City  of  London. 

In  the  year  1793,  a  new  Churchyard  wall  was 
built  by  King  Street,  to  enclose  the  land  into  the 
Churchyard,   where  was  formerly  a  small  house  and 
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garden,  the  house  being  near  the  north  door  of  the 
Church.  At  this  house  it  is  supposed  Richard  Baxter 
lived,  when,  as  he  says,  he  could  hear  the  service  from 
his  house.  This  piece  of  land  was  twelve  feet  wide 
at  the  west  end,  forty-six  feet  wide  at  the  east  end, 
and  163  feet  in  length.  Both  land  and  house  had 
belonged  to  a  Charles  Fox,  and  were  purchased  of  him 
for  the  Parish  by  John  Munn,  jun.,  and  Abraham 
Lock,  Churchwardens,  and  consecrated  in  the  above 
year. 

From  the  year  1802  to  1805,  a  great  deal  of  work 
was  done  both  to  the  interior  and  exterior  of  the 
Church  at  a  total  cost  of  £300,  £72  being  paid  to 
Mr.  Freethy,  builder,  for  a  new  pulpit ;  the  north  siHe 
was  raised  evidently  to  make  height  for  a  gallery  (see 
old  print),  and  the  new  gallery  placed  at  a  cost  of  £64. 

This  work  was  paid  for  by  the  Churchwardens  re- 
ceiving £332  for  sale  of  land  on  Old  Oak  Common 
to  the  Canal  Company. 

In  the  year  1805  a  new  Font  took  the  place  of  the 
ancient  one,  which  was  unfortunately  taken  away  or 
destroyed  ;  this  Font  was  used  till  1866,  and  since  then 
in  St.  Andrew's  Mission  Church  ;  it  is  now  returned  to 
the  Church,  and  has  been  placed  in  the  Gallery  Porch, 
together  with  the  Old  Oak  Parish  Chest  (date  about 
1660),  a  glass  case  containing  the  cover  of  the  ancient 
Register  Book  of  A.D.  1539,  and  a  list  of  Parish 
Clerks  of  Acton  for  the  past  200  years. 
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From  1805  to  1812  much  work  was  done  to  the 
tower,  the  old  cupola  taken  down,  new  oak  framework 
placed  for  the  bells,  and  the  fourth  bell  recast.  The 
weather  vane  from  the  cupola  was  placed  on  the  Steyne 
Mills,  and  remained  there  till  the  building  was  burnt 
down  about  the  year  1867,  when  Mr.  Scruby  re- 
covered it  for  me  from  the  debris,  and  it  is  placed  in 
the  Tower  Porch. 

The  Copper  Acorn  that  was  on  the  Flag  Pole, 
which  was  erected  later,  and  taken  down  when  the  new 
tower  was  built,  is  now  also  in  the  Tower  Porch. 

In  the  year  1812  a  new  wall  was  built  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Churchyard,  at  a  cost  of  £21  ;  about  the 
year  1816  a  group  of  buildings  was  placed  at  the  north- 
western end  of  the  new  Churchyard  before  referred 
to,  and  built  up  to  the  Church  tower.  On  the  ground 
floor  were  the  prison  cage,  a  tool  house,  and  two  rooms 
for  the  National  School  mistress,  and  over  the  same 
a  National  School  room.  This  building  stood  till  the 
year  1852,  when  new  schools  had  been  built  by  sub- 
scriptions in  Oldham  Terrace.  The  site  then  was 
cleared  and  thrown  into  the  Churchyard,  and  a  small 
mortuary  built  upon  the  same;  the  expense  of  this, 
and  repairing  the  end  of  the  Church  and  tower,  was 
defrayed  from  money  received  from  the  sale  of  land  on 
Old  Oak  Common  for  the  North  London   Railway. 


RECORDS  AND   RECOLLECTIONS   OF   ACTON.       13 


CHAPTER  IV. 

From  the  year  1816  there  seems  to  have  been  a 
rest  from  repairs  until  the  year  1836-7,  when  the  old 
Chancel  was  demolished,  and  the  large  square  end 
added  to  the  Church,  as  sketch.  This  work  cost 
£2,867  19s.  4d.,  and  was  paid  for  out  of  the  sale  of 
land  on  Old  Oak  Common  to  the  Great  Western  Rail- 
way Company,  waste  lands  at  Mason's  Green  on  the 
way  to  Twyford  Abbey,  and  strips  of  land  to  Mr. 
Learmont,  Mr.  Robert  Tubbs,  Miss  Tubbs  (of  Friars' 
Place),  and  Mr.  Church  (of  Wells  House).  From  the 
sum  these  sales  of  land  realised,  £2,746  16s.  lid.  was 
given  for  the  Church  enlargement,  the  remainder 
(£121  2s.  5d.),  due  to  make  up  the  sum  of  £2,867 
19s.  4d.,  was  generously  given  by  Miss  Wegg,  of  the 
Elms.  The  rest  of  the  money  from  the  sale  of  the 
land,  as  above,  beyond  what  was  spent  on  the  Church, 
was  laid  out  upon  the  highways  of  the  Parish. 

In  the  year  1853,  the  Rev.  John  Smith  being 
Rector,  Evening  Service  was  commenced  in  the  Church, 
and  gas  laid  on.  In  1860,  the  west  gallery  was  much 
enlarged  to  make  room  for  a  new  organ  to  take  the 
place  of  the  barrel  organ  that  had  been  in  use  for  some 
years.  Miss  Wegg,  above  referred  to,  had  offered 
some  years  previously  to  give  a  finger  organ,  but  to 
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find  an  organist,  and  the  salary  for  one,  was  considered 
a  serious  question,  so  the  offer  was  not  accepted,  and 
Miss  Wegg  gave  an  extra  barrel  to  the  existing 
organ,  containing  Double  Chants  for  the  Gloria,  the 
new  Easter  Hymn  tune,  tune  for  the  third  Hymn  in 
the  Prayer  Book,  which  had  not  long  been  included, 
and  some  extra  tunes  to  ''Hanover,"  "The  Old 
Hundredth,"  "St.  Ann's,"  and  "The  Evening  Hymn" 
— two  verses  of  this  last-named,  and  the  "  Gloria 
Patri  "  were  sung  at  the  commencement  of  the  Sun- 
day Evening  Service,  at  three  o'clock,  throughout  the 
year,  and  the  anthem,  "  I  will  arise  and  go  to  my 
Father,"  at  the  beginning  of  the  Morning  Service,  at 
eleven  o'clock.  The  same  Voluntary  was  always 
played  after  each  service ;  the  Rev.  Edmund  Antrobus 
remained  sitting  in  the  three-decker  pulpit  till  most  of 
the  congregation  had  left,  while  my  predecessor  stood 
in  his  desk,  beating  time  to  the  Voluntary,  and  making 
his  obeisance  to  the  principal  members  of  the  congre- 
gation as  they  passed  to  the  Chancel  door.  He  then 
adjourned  to  the  west  end  of  the  Church  to  distribute 
the  bread  left  by  Lady  Conway  in  the  year  1637,  and 
by  Mrs.  Crayle,  in  the  year  1730 ;  this  duty  was  mine 
also  from  1864  to  the  year  1900,  when  it  was  discon- 
tinued, the  money  being  placed  then  to  the  Almshouses 
Endowment  Fund. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  note  that  up  to  the  year 
1853     the   bells   on    Sundays    were    rung    as    follows, 
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though  service  was  only  at  eleven  and  three  o'clock  : — 

Two  bells  chimed  at  eight  o'clock. 

One  bell  at  nine  o'clock. 

Bells  chimed  and  the  Tenor  and  Treble  rung  from 
10.30  till  eleven  o'clock. 

Two  small  bells  chimed  at  one  o'clock. 

One  bell  rung  at  two  o'clock. 

Bells,  as  for  the  eleven  o'clock  service,  from  2.30 
till  three  o'clock. 

It  was  supposed  by  some  that  this  was  a  survival 
of  pre-Reformation  times.  From  1853,  when  extra 
services  were  introduced,  these  bells  were  misleading, 
and   so  were  discontinued. 

The  services  up  to  this  time,  when  the  Rev.  John 
Smith  (who  had  formerly  been  Vicar  of  Great  Dunmow, 
Essex,  and  then  Vicar  of  Ealing  for  nineteen  years) 
became  Rector,  were  of  a  very  primitive  order,  consist- 
ing of  the  Parson  and  Clerk  duet,  the  Metrical  Psalms, 
Tate  and  Brady,  being  announced  by  the  Parish  Clerk, 
with  the  preface,  "  Let  us  sing  to  the  praise  and  glory 
of  God,"  and  often  the  following  : — Four  verses  from 
the  119th  Psalm,  beginning  at  the  169th  verse,  **  To 
my  request  and  earnest  cry."  Sometimes  the  first 
line  given  out  did  not  quite  correspond  with  the  verse, 
but  the  regular  congregation  quite  knew  what  it  was, 
and  strangers  found  it  by  the  time  the  last  verse  com- 
menced. 
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At  this  time  the  first  Afternoon  Church  Sunday 
School  was  started,  the  Rev.  John  C.  Smith,  Curate, 
being  the  first  Superintendent,  and  a  Hymn  Book 
being  used  at  the  School.  Among  the  first  teachers 
were  the  Rector's  four  daughters,  the  Misses  Rallison, 
Miss  Sweeting,  Miss  Smith  (of  Suffolk  House),  Mr. 
Woodhouse  (of  Gunnersbury  Lane),  John  Maynard, 
John   Pritchard,   and   myself. 


"sW^*^ 


M 
# 

Wp 


Old  Tower,  Acton    Church,  and  Village  Inn, 
BY  Churchyard. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

It  was  not  long  after  the  improvement  of  a  new 
organ,  that  the  Rev.  E.  Parry,  Rector,  was  much 
exercised  in  his  mind  as  to  the  re-building  of  the 
Church,  on  a  much  larger  scale,  so  by  the  year  1865 
plans  had  been  prepared,  and  subscriptions  raised  to 
re-build,  except  the  tower,  at  a  cost  of  £8,000.  Over 
£7,000  was  subscribed,  and  the  Church  built,  and  con- 
secrated on  May  16th,  1866,  by  Samuel  Wilberforce, 
Lord  Bishop  of  Oxford,  Dr.  Tait,  Bishop  of  London, 
being  unwell  at  that  time. 

The  collection  in  Church  at  the  consecration 
amounted  to  £251  12s.,  and  again,  a  collection  on 
May  19th,  1867,  being  the  Sunday  nearest  to  the  date 
of  consecration  in  1866,  the  amount  was  £184  18s.  lOd 
The  whole  of  the  cost  of  the  rebuilding  was  met  by 
voluntary  contribution  in  sums  varying  from  2s.  6d. 
to   £725. 

The  largest  donors  were  : — 
The  Rev.  E.  Parry  and  friends,   £725. 
R.    Attenborough,    Esq.,    of   *'  Fairlawn,"   Acton 
Green,  and  his  friends,    £675. 

H.  B.  Walmsley,  Esq.,  of  "The  Elms,"  Acton, 

£600. 
The    Rev.    J.    N.    Ouvry    North    and    the   Ouvry 

Family,  of  East  Acton,   £505. 
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James  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Suffolk  House,  Acton, 
Churchwarden,  and  friends,    £575. 

R.  S.  Mansel,  Esq.,  of  "The  Woodlands," 
Churchwarden,  and  friends,    £375.  j 

Mrs.    Hall,    of    Springfield    House,    Horn    Lane,  * 
£265. 

S.  Rickards,  Esq.,  of  "  Shalimar,"  Horn  Lane, 
and  the  Misses  Rickards,   £250. 

The  Gomsmiths'  Company,    £300. 

E.  Wood,  Esq.,  of  Hanger  Hill,    £125. 

E.  Potter,  Esq.,  of  East  Acton,    £125. 

W.  T.  Antrobus,  Esq.,  of  '*  Springfield,"  the  Rev. 
J.  Antrobus,  of  the  Cloisters,  Westminster, 
and   Miss   C.    Antrobus,    £160. 

F.  W.   Isaacson,  Esq.,  of  Hill  House,    £125. 

C.  J.  Round,  Esq.,  M.P.,  owner  of  "  The  Elms," 

£100. 
E.  Buxton,  Esq.,  and  his  son,  of  Mill  Hill  Park, 

Acton,    £150. 
Other  sums  ranged  from   £100  downwards. 
The  liberality  of  the  parishioners  was  splendid. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

I    think   It   well   to   describe   the   gifts   of   special 
donors  : — 

The  children  of  the  late  P.   A.   Ouvry,  Esq.,  the 

large   east   window   of   the   Chancel,    to    the 

memory   of   Peter   Ouvry,    Franclsca   Ouvry, 

r  Peter  Aime  Ouvry,  Sarah  Amelia  Ouvry,  and 

Mary  North. 

A  window  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chancel,  to  the 

memory    of    the    Rev.     William     Antrobus, 

ji  Rector,  given  by  his  family. 

A  window  next  it,  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev. 
John  Smith,  Rector  of  Acton,  and  Preben- 
dary of  St.  Paul's,  and  his  wife,  Frances 
Mary,  sister  to  Bishop  Blomfield,  given  by 
their   children. 

In  the  South  Chapel,  two  stained  glass  windows, 

given  by   H.    B.    Walmsley,    Esq.,   of   '*  The 

Elms." 
Stained  window  at  east  end  of  North  Aisle,  given 

by  the   Misses   Rickards,   to  the  memory   of 

their  father  and  mother. 

A  small  window,  in  South  Aisle,  given  by  the 
Architects  of  the  Church   (Messrs.    Francis). 

The  carved  stone  Reredos,  given  by  the  Misses 
Williams  (sisters  to  Mrs.  Parry). 
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The  velvet  Communion  Cloth,  by  Mrs.  Scott 
Turner. 

The  Font  and  Cover,  by  the  Misses  Scott  Turner. 

The  beautiful  carving  on  the  capitals  of  the  pillars 
vi^as  paid  for  extra  to  the  contract,  by  several 
members  of  the  congregation. 

Since    the   consecration    of   the    Church,    the    fol- 
lowing special  gifts  have  been  added  : — 

The  tv^o  stained  w^Indows  over  the  organ  at  the 
east  end  of  the  South  Aisle,  w^ere  given  by 
subscriptions  obtained  by  the  Rev.  A.  H. 
Barrow,  Curate,  and  the  deficiency  made  up 
by  the  Rev.  Prebendary  Harvey,  then  Rector. 

The  three  windows  in  the  South  Aisle  were  given, 
one  to  the  memory  of  W.  Wood,  Esq.,  of 
Friars'  Place ;  one  by  Alderman  Walker,  of 
**  The  Woodlands,"  to  the  memory  of  a  son; 
the  other  by  Dr.  Nathaniel  Rogers,  M.D.,  in 
memory  of  his  father  and  mother,  who  were 
married  in  the  old  Acton  Church  in  the  year 
1802. 

A  large  window,  in  the  North  Aisle,  given  by  the 
parishioners  to  the  memory  of  James  Smith, 
Esq.,  of  Suffolk  House,  some  years  Parish 
Churchwarden. 

This  window  is  of  great  beauty. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

About  the  year  1875,  a  meeting  was  held  to  con- 
sider whether  to  repair  or  re-build  the  tower  of  the 
Church,  and  upon  a  full  examination  being  made  by 
the  Architects,  it  was  thought  that  the  state  of  the 
tower  would  not  justify  so  much  money  being  ex- 
pended on  it,  as  must  be  done  to  restore  it  adequately, 
and  now  came  the  munificent  offer  of  Frederic  Ouvry, 
Esq.,  and  his  brothers  and  sister  to  erect  a  new  tower 
to  the  memory  of  their  sister,  Miss  Francisca  Ingram 
Ouvry,  at  a  cost  of   £2,982. 

The  memorial  stone  was  laid  on  the  19th  October, 
1875,  by  Dr.  Parry,  Bishop  of  Dover,  late  Rector  of 
Acton. 

The  memorial  stone,  of  red  granite,  bears  the 
following  inscription  : — 

"  In  memory  of  Francisca  Ingram  Ouvry,  this 
tower  was  re-built,  A.D.  1876,  by  her 
brothers  and  sister." 

During  the  re-building  of  the  tower,  the  Rev.  J. 
N.  Ouvry  North  passed  away,  to  the  great  regret  of 
the  parish,  and  his  brother,  F.  Ouvry,  Esq.,  placed  a 
stained  glass  window  in  the  tower  to  his  memory. 
This  window  was  thought  by  Thomas  Boddington, 
Esq.,  of  Gunnersbury  Lodge  (who  designed  and  pre- 
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sented  the  five  stained  windows  in  the  Chancel  of  St. 
Mary's,  Ealing),  to  be  the  gem  window  of  the  Church. 

A  subscription  was  raised  to  place  a  new  clock  to 
chime  the  quarters,  and  strike  the  hours,  and  two 
extra  bells  to  be  added  to  the  peal  of  six ;  this  was 
speedily  carried  out,  and  on  July  17th,  1876,  Thanks- 
giving Services  were  held  for  the  completion  of  the 
tower. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  Bishop  of  Dover,  the 
Rector,  and  other  friends,  ascended  the  tower ;  at  one 
minute  to  seven  the  Bishop  started  the  new  clock,  after 
which  the  flag  was  hoisted.  At  eight  o'clock  service 
was  held  with  administration  of  the  Holy  Communion. 
At  11.30  Morning  Prayer  and  Sermon  by  the  Bishop 
of  London,  the  Bishop  of  Dover  and  Dr.  Hessey,  Arch- 
deacon of  Middlesex,  reading  the  Lessons.  In  the 
afternoon  the  opening  of  the  new  organ  took  place,  an 
organ  recital  being  given  by  C.  H.  Lloyd,  Esq.,  or- 
ganist of  Gloucester  Cathedral,  who  played  throughout 
the  day.  At  5.30  a  band  of  ringers,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  Rev.  F.  H.  Fisher,  Vicar  of  Fulham, 
and  formerly  Curate  of  Acton,  rang  several  touches 
upon  the  bells. 

At  the  Evening  Service  the  preacher  was  the 
Bishop  of  Dover,  the  Lessons  being  read  by  the  Rev. 
F.  H.  Fisher  and  the  Rev.  A.  H.  Dunn,  Vicar  of  All 
Saints',  South  Acton. 
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The  offertories  on  this  day  for  the  Clock  and  Bell 
Fund  amounted  to   £100. 

On  Tuesday,  July  24th,  all  the  workmen  engaged 
on  the  work  of  the  Church  tower,  the  Rector,  Church- 
wardens, the  Architects  (Messrs.  Francis),  the  Builders 
(Messrs  Dove),  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Works  (Mr.  H. 
Mitchell)  were  entertained  at  dinner  by  F.  Ouvry,  Esq., 
at  the  Railway  Hotel,  Churchfield  Road,  Acton. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

In  the  year  1897,  the  Diamond  Jubilee  of  Her 
Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  a  new  railing  was  erected  at 
the  west  end  of  the  Church  by  the  new  road ;  this  was 
done  by  the  subscriptions  of  the  congregation.  It 
was  a  great  improvement,  and  now  that  King  Street 
is  widened,  the  continuation  of  the  railing  to  the  east 
end  would  be  an  advantage,  not  only  to  the  Church, 
but  also  to  the  neighbourhood. 

In  the  year  1906,  a  useful  addition  was  made  of  a 
Choir  Vestry  and  new  south  doorway  to  the  Church. 
The  next  work  of  importance  is  the  repairing  of  the 
stone  work  about  the  exterior  of  the  Church,  which, 
after  forty-five  years  of  wind  and  weather,  greatly 
needs  restoration.  At  this  point  of  the  Church's  his- 
tory, the  list  of  Acton  Charities  may  be  of  interest  to 
some  readers  : — 


. 

o 

00 

o 

o 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

05 

o 

o 

O 

o 

o 

ID 

s  S 

II 

WN 

M 

o 

o 

""a" 

■>* 

^4 

VIM 

M 

C^ 

C<l 

N 

"^ 

^ 

cu       ► 

CO      - 

c 

il 

*2 

• 

• 

>. 

o 

t^ 

o 

ss 

.  c  " 
r,     C   y 

III 

^ 

. 

c 

■^ 

s-^ 

MH 

^ 

3 

i      o 

!  o 
i 

1 

C 

§. 
£ 

a 

CO 

a 

CO 

o 

•T3 

C 
C5 

is- 

a- 

Ico" 

3 

y  ^ 
1^ 

1 

CO 

o 
E- 

a 

-  u 

II 

C  J3 

^1 

T3 

C 

1 

3 

c 

c 

to 

a 

■-3 

O 

o 

Si 

>> 

c 

X 

CO 

Is 

c/3Qi 

■-3 

> 

o    . 

' 

, 

>, 

"O 

o  o 

-^ 

-^ 

. 

I 

; 

G 

c 

JZ    o 

• 

• 

I 

I 

c^ 

OS 

■w   c 

t 

1 

a. 

a 

o 

§ 

ao  CO 

!  1. 

o 

a 

o 

C<J 

.a  ^ 

CO 

jn 

M 

CO 

il 

'3 

"to 

J3 

CO 

O 

K3^ 

1 

3 

CO 

CO 

1 

ts 

z 

j^H 

C 

s 

G 

C 

1  « 

6 

i 

o 

o 

1 

T3 

c 
o 

Is 

o 

o 

O 

O 

'  1 
1 

c 
o 

1 

o 

o 

o 

<J  o 

wJ    o 

<*-  c 
o  o 

■M 

c 

V 

Sh 

4-) 

C3 

u 

CO  •J 

u 

y 

a 

y 

Dose 

C4 

1 

CIS 

a 

CO 

§ 

a 

CO 

I 

i 

a 

CO 

« 

^ 

J 

o 

t> 

t>. 

CO 

i 

OS 

O 

O 

a 

H 

q? 

55 

^ 

f^ 

1 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

; 

: 

-C 

^ 

u 

4> 

"& 

— 

>^ 

3 

i 

§ 

s 

>> 

2 

o 

a 

CO 

1 

^ 

^ 

C 

a 

J2 

u 

U 

cS 

o 

CO 

8 

& 

2 

c 
c 

c 

c 

a 

o 

a 

a 

2 

£> 

W 

< 

o 

o 

,   Q 

o 

JS 

C 

S 

^ 

Sn 

i 

s^ 

1 
1 

J 

< 

X 

§ 

§ 

§ 

s 

s 

1 

- 

CO 

n 

Tf 

ir> 

<X3 

CH 

X 

05 

<N 

00 

o 

00 

O 

o 

o 

CO 

CO 

CM 

'<*' 

O 

o 

o 

S  o 

•"* 

s  ^ 

^►^ 

CO 

CO 

CO 

C<I 

o 

CO 

1/3 

CN 

C<l 

s 

o1 

CO    ^    ^ 
3    ^    r*^ 

!§== 

.Set 

>   .-   .• 

c 

d" 

CO 

w 

-6 

c 

3 

d 

^ 

&I 

> 

u 

t! 

i 

o 

o 

1 

to 

1 

C 

o 

> 

S- 

CO 

1 

1 

CO 
< 
> 

WW 

II 

1 

u 

3 

03, 
C/3 

S-* 

TS 

C 
CS 

3 

CO 

2 
> 

3 

OQ 
C/3 

-73 

C 
OS 

CO 

3 

2 

ciS 

T3  T3 
C3 

II 

& 

6' 

1 

OS 

"^  c 

CO     |h 

o  03 

l§ 

S 

c 

o 

"So 

5 

i 

SK 

& 

^ 

"-3 

aUC/3 

s^ 

^ 

fj   u   u 

. 

^ 

^ 

i2 

cw 

"o 

"o 

"o 

• 

(» 

CO 

03 

. 

"o 

• 

c 

C 

c 

^ 

f^ 

CO 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

• 

i 

o 

u 

•Q 

1 

b 

c 

c 

c 

U 

■u 

^ 

s 

8 

3 

> 

CO 

a 

1 

s 

o. 

CO 

s 

CO 

CO 

CO 

0) 

1^ 

•d 

^ 

•d 

TS 

T5 

u 

S 

s 

rr 

CNJ 

00 

.23 

i 

CO 

CO 

CO 

o. 

Q 

C£ 

CO 

CD 

CO 

CO 

o 

t> 

00 

»-< 

CO 

Q 

CO 

•^ 

CO 

o 

■^ 

c>. 

§ 

c*? 

=rt 

V. 

=+^ 

Cf? 

: 

c 

C/fc/3 

: 

: 

CO 
'a 

>» 

w 

s 

03 

CO 

1 

^^ 

X 

3 

o 

S 

CO 

11 

CO 

3 
to 

CO 

S 

S 

s 

S 

S 

i 

o 

^ 

cq 

CO 

•^ 

in 

"^ 

*"* 

"^ 

"^ 

•"" 

RECORDS  AND    RECOLLECTIONS   OF   ACTON.      27 

Summary  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditure  of  the 
Charities  of  the  Parish  of  Acton  for  the  year  ending 
January,  1855. 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 

13. 
14. 
15. 


Receipts. 


£    s.   d. 


Thorney's  Gift,  2  years 

.. 

... 

2 

0 

0 

Lady  Conway's  Gift 

,. 

... 

22 

9 

8 

do.     Balance  of   Fund 

for 

apprenticing 

children 

,, 

... 

22 

1 

8 

Perryn's  Gift 

... 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Ramsay's  Gift 

.. 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Sarah  Crayle's  Gift   ... 

.. 

... 

24 

0 

0 

„     1  Ann  Crayle  and 
f  John  Crayle's  Gifts 

}••• 



24 

0 

0 

Mrs.  Cranmer's  Gift 



21 

0 

0 

Thos.  Church's  Gift  ... 



11 

5 

0 

VVm.  Hy.  Church's  Gift 

.. 

... 

3 

6 

0 

Mrs.  Bulmer  and  Mr.  Bramle 

iy's  Gifts     ... 

29 

3 

6 

Mrs.   E.  Wegg,   Mr.  Samue 

Wegg.  and 

Mr.  Geo.  S.  Wegg's  Gifts 

... 

13 

2 

10 

Miss  E.  Wegg's  Gift 

... 

... 

22 

4 

8 

xMr.  J.  H.  Essex's  Gift 

... 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Miss  Mary  Tubb's  Gift,  2 

.  yea 

rs'  dividend 

12 

0 

0 

Balance  in  hand  from  last  y 

ear 

6 

6 

Balance  overpaid 


236  19  10 
16     3 


£237  16 


Expenditure. 

Plumber  for  repair  of  Pump     

Towards  apprenticing  Wm.  Turner    ... 

do.  James  Barnes 

For  Bread,  Lady  Conway  and  Mrs.  S.  Crayle 

Gifts       

To  the  Treasurer  of  the  Infant  School 
To  the  Treasurer  of  the  National  Schools 
To  the  Minister  and  Reader 

To  the  Clerk  and  Sexton  

To  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers 
Clothing  Fund,  distributed  to  35  men  and  38 

women  for  Woollen  and  Linen  Drapery 
To  Tailors  making  35  coats       


£ 

s. 

d. 

1 

10 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

15 

3 

4 

6 

11 

4 

6 

1 

2 

4 

10 

0 

10 

0 

4 

0 

0 

52 

8 

2 

20 

19 

0 

.     23     8 
.       6  19 
i             2 

8 
3 
0 

£237  16 

1 
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Expenditure — continued.  £    s.   d. 

To  Shoemakers  for  16  pairs  of  men's  and  16 

pairs  of  women's  shoes  14     8    0 

To  Dressmakers  for  making  22  cloaks  and  16 

gowns 9     6     6 

To  Treasurer  of  fund  for  apprenticing  children       4     3     4 

To  12  poor  housekeepers  at  Epiphany,  on 
account  of  Bulmer  &  Bramley's  Charity, 
£2  6s.  5d.  to  each        27  17     0 

To  30  poor  persons  on  27th  May,  Essex  Gift, 

5/-  each  9  15     0 

For  Blankets,  Woollen,  and  Linen  Drapery 
distributed  to  the  poor  on  account  of  Miss 
Wegg's  Gift       10     3     4 

For  Coals  distributed  to  the  Poor  on  account 
of  Mrs.  Wegg's,  Miss  Wegg's,  and  Miss 
Tubb'sGift       

Income  Tax  

Carriage  of  Trustee  to  the  Bank  of  England 


Rev.  J.   Smith,  Rector  of  Acton. 

Since  the  Rev.  J.  Smith  issued  the  above  state- 
ment, William  Hervey,  of  Bradwell  Grove,  Oxford- 
shire, in  1860,  gave  £52  7s.  Id.  three  per  cent.  Con- 
sols, to  the  Rector  and  Churchwardens  of  the  Parish 
•of  Acton,  in  trust  for  the  repair,  v^hen  needed,  of  the 
tomb  of  his  mother,  Mrs.  Hervey,  in  Acton  Church- 
yard, the  remainder  to  be  distributed  among  the  poor 
of  the  Parish  at  the  discretion  of  the  Rector  and 
•Churchwardens. 

Miss  Emma  Mewes,  in  1878,  bequeathed  to  the 
Minister  and  Churchwardens,  £100  upon  trust,  to 
apply  the  dividend  in  or  towards  the  purchase  of  the 
•elements  for  the  due  administration  in  Acton  Parish 
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Church  of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  the  Church  of  England. 

She  also  gave  the  sum  of  £50  to  the  Treasurer  for 
the  time  being  of  Acton  Parochial  Schools,  for  the 
education  of  two  or  more  poor  children. 

Frederic  Ouvry,  Esq.,  gave  £200  to  a  Fund  to  be 
called  the  Endowment  Fund  of  the  Acton  Almshouses, 
and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Sarah  Mary  Sibson,  gave  £100 
for  the  same  purpose. 

Miss  Selina  Payne  bequeathed  £1,000  for  the 
same  purpose.  The  dividends,  as  per  the  Rev.  J. 
Smith's  list,  are  chiefly  now  merged,  wisely  or  un- 
wisely, into  the  above  Fund,  augmented  by  a  yearly 
income  of  £168  15s.  8d.  beyond  the  £24  per  year 
from  land  at  Ealing,  that  being  sold  for  £5,508  Is.  3d., 
and  realising   £192  15s.  8d.  per  annum. 

Mr.  Edward  Dickenson's  gift,  bequeathed  in  the 
year  1782,  of  £45  per  annum,  that  is,  £15  for  each 
of  three  couples  who  have  been  married  in  Acton 
Church  during  the  year,  is  also  now  given  to  the  Alms- 
houses Endowment  Fund,  thus,  the  donor's  plan  for 
a  fund  for  starting  young  people  in  life  is  altered  to 
one  that  gives  help  for  the  ending  of  their  days. 

A  monumental  tablet,  a  copy  of  an  original  one 
that  fell,  and  was  destroyed,  was  given  by  Nathaniel 
Rogers,  M.D.,  A.D.  1870,  and  it  states  that  Edward 
and  Elizabeth  Dickenson  were  married  In  this  Church 
(Acton)  the  20th  day  of  August,  1737. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

During  the  years  1840  to  1850,  the  Parish  re- 
mained almost  the  same  as  it  had  been  for  many  years. 

The  village  street  which  had  not  assumed  the  title 
of  High  Street,  commenced  on  the  south  side  from 
the  Priory  walls  with  two  small  houses,  and  a  larger 
one,  with  a  prominent  bow  window ;  this  joined  the 
garden,  and  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Grant,  and  after- 
wards by  his  two  daughters,  who  resided  opposite  at 
Lichfield  House,  next  to  Suffolk  House. 

Church  Road  was  not  then  thought  of,  and  the 
way  to  Acton  Green  was  by  a  path  and  hedge-row, 
now  Oldham  Terrace,  to  a  pleasant  walk  through 
corn  fields  and  market  gardens,  and  except  the  lodge 
at  the  entrance  to  Mill  Hill  Park,  there  were  no  houses 
nearer  than  *'  Broomcroft,"  Acton  Green,  where,  in 
Mr.  Francis  Child's  garden,  under  a  bed  of  periwinkles, 
it  is  said  the  Church  Plate  was  carefully  hidden  during 
the  Commonwealth.  3 

Some  years  since.  Sir  Richard  Birnie,  and  after- 
wards his  daughter,  Mrs.  McDermott,  owned  this 
house  and  resided  there.  The  Mission  Church,  in 
Acton  Lane,  stands  on  a  part  of  the  garden  of  "  Broom- 
croft." 

Sir  Richard  Birnie  and  Mrs.  McDermott  are 
buried  in  Acton  Churchyard,  and  a  marble  tablet  toi 
their  memory  is  in  the  Church. 
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The  houses  at  Acton  Green  were  few;  next  to 
**  Broomcroft  "  resided  Sir  John  Sebright,  and  after- 
wards Mr.  Floris,  a  most  kindly  gentleman  to  his 
poorer  neighbours,  who  lived  in  the  few  cottages  near. 
Acton  Green  Lodge  adjoining  was  the  residence  of 
Mr.  Bromfield  Adams,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Lennox ;  a 
pond  divided  the  grounds  from  '*  Fairlawn."  History 
tells  us  that  Lord  Mayor  Gascoyne  lived  here  some 
years ;  since  then,  for  a  while,  Dr.  Lindley  and  Mr. 
Tillt,  and  the  last  tenant  was  Mr.  Richard  Atten- 
borough  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  Green  were  a 
few  houses,  the  Duke  of  Sussex  Inn,  and  Middle 
Street  and  Back  Street  (now  enjoying  the  names  of 
Beaconsfield  and  Gladstone  Roads),  partly  built  upon. 
Bedford  Park,  in  name,  did  not  exist.  Bedford 
House  and  two  others  could  only  be  reached  by  vehi- 
cles from  Turnham  Green  ;  one  could  walk  over  the 
Common  to  them,  weather  permitting. 

I        Dr.  Lindley  lived  and  died  at  Bedford  House,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Churchfield  Road  Cemetery. 

Passing  from  Beaconsfield  Road,  we  find  Acton 
Lane  boasted  of  two  houses  only,  and  the  High  Road 
was  reached  as  now,  but  it  was  a  much  narrower  road, 
bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Priory  walls,  and  on  the 
east  by  a  hedge-row  enclosing  a  garden,  which  joined 
fields  as   far  as  opposite   East  Acton  Lane. 

A  little  distance  in  the  field  was  a  five-barred  gate ; 
one  evening  a  gentleman,  in  passing,  was  run  against 
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by  a  man  coming  from  the  gate,  and  as  he  thought 
he  was  about  to  molest  him,  he  drew  a  sword-stick 
which  he  carried,  and  gave  the  man  a  slight  stab ;  the 
man  fell  and  died.  An  inquest  was  held,  which  the 
gentleman  attended,  but  the  medical  evidence  was 
that  the  death  was  due  to  natural  causes,  and  not  to 
the  slight  stab. 

To  return  to  the  High  Street,  by  Mr.  Grant's 
garden.  The  Red  House,  now  Mr.  Eydmann's 
offices,  was  the  residence  of  Dr.  John  Salt  for  some 
years,  and  afterwards  of  Dr.  Lingham,  the  next  house 
being  the  chemist's  shop,  where  business  was  carried 
on  by  Dr.  Salt.  Next  to  this  the  Misses  Harris  had 
a  china  and  glass  business,  in  which  they  were  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  Vaughan,  who  was  for  many  years  a 
postman. 

The  George  and  Dragon  Inn  was  the  next  house, 
where  the  proprietor  for  a  good  while  was  a  Mr. 
Martin  Oldham.  I  remember  him  being  with  us  at 
the  "  beating  of  the  bounds  "  (which  took  place  soon 
after  the  Rev.  E.  Parry  became  Rector).  As  we ; 
made  a  halt  at  Lower  Place  Farm,  he  sat  down  on  the 
grass  and  sang  a  jocular  song  about  a  donkey  getting 
his  foot  into  a  plug-hole ;  Martin  very  much  amused  l| 
the  company,  the  Rector  included,  when  John  Fowler, 
of  The  Steyne,  called  out,  **  Please,  sir,  we  are  tres- 
passing." We  evidently  had  got  to  the  wrong  side 
of  the  hedge  into  the  Willesden  Parish ;  however,  that 
was  soon  put  right,  the  parish  map  referred  to,  pro- 
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gress  reported,  and  we  made  our  way  by  Old  Oak 
Common,  past  Wells  House,  to  the  Bull  Inn,  at  East 
Acton,  where  ale  and  bread  and  cheese  were  provided. 
But  I  am  afraid  /  am  getting  rather  out  of  bounds, 
so  must  return  from  the  Bull  Inn  to  Acton  High  Street. 
Before  doing  so,  I  will  insert  the  list  of  expenses  of 
*'  beating  the  bounds  "  in  the  year  1817.  The  cost 
in  the  years  1861  or  1862,  of  which  I  have  been  speak- 
ing, I  cannot  say  : — 

Beating  the  Bounds  96  years  ago. 

Expenses.  £   s.  d. 

George  Inn  

Red  Lyon 

The  Bowles  (since  called  White  Hart) 

King's  Head        

Bull's  Head,  East  Acton        

Horse  and  Groom  

Mr.  Ivory,  for  Ribbons  

Miss  Pearce  do.  

White  Covers  for  do 

Three  Bounds  Men,  Goss,  Shirley  and  Buggy 
Swimming    the    Canal    and    Ponds,    Bollo 

Bridge  

Ringers  for  the  day      


Returning  to  the  inhabitants  of  High  Street.  Next 
he  George  Inn  for  some  years  John  Lowe,  druggist, 
iwelt,  and  many  will  remember  in  later  times  Mr. 
short  and  Mr.  Lewis,  chemists,  at  this  shop.  Next 
VIr.  Lowe  lived  Mr.  James  Barge,  tailor,  who  was 
deputy  Parish  Clerk,  but  I  only  knew  him  to  officiate 
)nce  at  the  Sunday  Services.       By  the  side  of  his 
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house  was  the  gateway  of  Goldy's  Yard  and  carpen- 
ter's shop ;  in  the  said  yard  was  the  house  which  is 
now  known  as  Gothic  Villa,  and  some  small  cottages 
at  the  rear,  which  have  lately  been  pulled  down.  The 
linen  draper's  shop  came  to  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
shop  which  is  now  a  confectioner's  and  cinematograph 
hall.  Here  was  the  passage  way  to  the  Mill  Hill 
fields.  This  was  all  altered  when  Mill  Hill  Grove  and 
Mill  Hill  Terrace  were  formed. 

Mr.  Wood,  a  Quaker,  was  for  many  years  the 
principal  linen  draper,  and  after  the  shop  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  house  of  the  late  Mr.  Barge,  Mr.  Wilt- 
shire, and  then  Mr.  Field  occupied  the  premises,  and 
managed  the  business,  which  is  now  carried  on  by 
Messrs  Warren  and  Beck. 

Mill  Hill  Passage,  referred  to  above,  led  to  a  very 
pleasant  walk  to  Gunnersbury  Lane,  then  called  Brent- 
ford  Lane,  passing  on  the  left  the  beautiful  Mill  Hill 
Park,  and  on  the  right  the  grounds  of  *' The  Wood- 
lands," ''The  Oaks,"  and  the  pretty  cottage  of  Mr. 
Pither,  the  dairyman,  whose  cattle  grazed  in  Mill  Hill 
fields,  now  covered  entirely  with  houses. 


i 
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CHAPTER  X. 


To  go  back  to  the  High  Street.  From  the  pas- 
sage way  described  above,  was  the  butcher's  shop, 
kept  by  Mr.  Price,  afterwards  by  Mr.  John  Stockley, 
and  since  by  Mr.  Frederick  Clifton,  baker.  I  have 
seen  Mr.  John  Stockley  with  the  cricket  bat  in  the 
fields  adjoining  (now  built  upon)  making  one  of  eleven 
on  the  Club  Feast  Day,  which  was  held  every  July,  at 
the  George  Inn.  I  do  not  know  whether  his 
**  mantle  "  fell  on  his  assistant  (Mr.  E.  J.  Richardson). 
However,  he  became  a  good  hand  in  interfering  with 
the  stumps. 

There  were  two  other  Club  Feasts  held  every 
Whit-Monday,  one  at  the  George  Inn,  *'  The  Ancient 
Britons,"  and  the  other  at  the  King's  Head  Inn,  *'The 
Young  Britons  "  ;  these  two  clubs  were  chiefly  com- 
posed of  the  labouring  men  of  the  village.  Blue  silk 
flags  with  gold  letters  hung  from  the  respective  club 
room  window^s  from  early  morning  (the  window  at  the 
George  Inn  still  remains) ;  bands  of  music  were  en- 
gaged by  each  club,  and  after  the  dinners  were  over 
the  club  members,  headed  by  their  flags  and  bands, 
visited  various  parts  of  the  parish,  particular  care 
being  taken  to  visit  Mrs.  Medley,  at  Friars'  Place 
Farm,  as  a  finish ;  here  they  were  regaled  with  the 
home-brewed  ale  ad  lib.  They  then  returned  to  their 
club  houses,  some  very  tired. 
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We  come  now  to  a  group  of  old  houses,  still 
standing  (now  Messrs.  T.  Baker's),  where  lived  Mr. 
Marke,  at  a  grocer's  shop,  with  a  large  old-fashioned 
window  of  about  twenty-four  panes  of  glass,  and  as 
much  wood  as  glass.  This  was  soon  modernised  by 
Mr.  Fox,  grocer ;  his  neighbour  was  Mr.  Drake,  plum- 
ber and  painter,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Clews,  Parish 
Churchwarden  for  many  years.  The  corner  shop, 
now  Mr.  Richardson's,  was  Mr.  Bunney's,  stationer. 
Mr.  Drake's  house  has  been  joined  to  the  premises  of 
Mr.  Fox.  The  Fox  had  the  Drake,  but  the  Bunney 
escaped. 

The  original  shop  (Mr.  Marke's)  was  called  Mitre 
House,  it  having  been  inhabited  in  the  year  1680  by 
Lloyd,  Bishop  of  Peterborough,  afterwards  Bishop  of 
Norwich.  He  was  deprived  at  the  Revolution  for 
not  taking  the  oaths ;  his  name  appears  in  the  Assess- 
ment of  the  year  1682,  and  on  to  1686. 

A  copy  of  the  Assessment  and   Churchwarden's 
Disbursements  for  these  years  is  copied  from  an  old 
volume   kept   with   the   Parish    Registers,    and    is   of, 
interest.  m 

This  book  was  recovered  some  years  ago  (having 
been  lost  till  then)  and  newly  bound.       The  old  cover  ; 
is  dated  No.  2,  and  on  same  Is  inscribed  John  Ilsley 
and   Edmund  Biddle,   Churchwardens,    1674.       No  1 
book  has,  unfortunately,  been  lost. 

No  3  book  has  just  been  received  (1913)  from  a 
descendant  of  an  old  Acton  family. 
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Acton  Disbursement  of  John  Ilsley  and  Edmund 
Biddle,  Churchwardens,  in  the  year  1674,  being  a  total 
of  £52  14s.  2d. 

Received  £47  19s. 

Remaining  due  to  Churchwardens,  £4  15s.  2d. 

Signed.        Thomas  King. 
Tho.  Knowls. 
Francis  Child. 
Richard  Davenport. 
James  Wilson. 
John  Peacock. 
Robert  Saunders. 
Robt.  Abraham. 
William  Aldridge. 
Jno  Aldridge. 

:         A  few  extracts  from  the  Assessment  List,  1674. 


The  Lord  Chiefe  Justice  Hale 

Henry  Stevenson  for  the  Lord  Somerset 

Squire  Henslow  for  his  landlord     ... 

For  himself      

John  Aldridge  for  his  landlord 

For  himself       

William  Aldridge         

James  Whitehead       

East  Acton. 

The  Lady  Vynor         

Thomas  Bramley        

Priors  Place. 

Henry  Stevenson        

Thos.  King        


1682. 


The  Lord  Bishop  of  Peterborough 
Thomas  Henslow,  Esq. 
Thos.  Coppin,  Esq.     ... 
William  Aldridge 

Roger  Life         

John  Aldridge 

James  Whitehead 
John  Svvootbones 


£   s. 

d. 
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£   s.  d. 
East  Acton. 

The  Lady  Vynor  11     6 

Mr.  Bramley 10    3 

Priors  Place. 

Mr.  Stevenson  18    6 

Thos.  Franklin  14     6 

Turnham  Green. 

Mr.  Child  15     4 

Mr.  Gascoyne  3    9 

1686. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Norwich          10  6 

Mr.  Barkham 1   19  6 

John  Davenport          10  9 

William  Aldridge        3  6 

East  Acton. 

The  Lady  Cooke          10  6 

Edmund  Biddle           14  0 

Mr.  Bramley 3     5  0 

Turnham  Green. 

Mr.  Child  3     5     0 

Thos.  Ladyman  10     6 

1687. 

Mr.    Francis    Child    and   John     Peacock, 
Churchwardens. 

The  Ld.  Marquis  of  Halifax  

Sir  Hele  Hooke  

Thos.  Henslow,  Esq.  

Thomas  Coppin,  Esq.  

Doctor  Saunders        

Major  Richardson       

Richard  Newman        

Richard  Whittle  

Richard  Nelham         

East  Acton. 

Mr.  Lamb         

Wm.  Pilsbury 

Priors  Place. 

Mr.  Wingfield 

Robt.  Pratt      
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£  s.   d. 
Turnham  Green. 

Edward  Wooden         18     0 

Mr.  Bishop        9     0 

The  Accounts  signed  by  :  — 

Anth.  Saunders,  Rector. 
Thos.  Coppin. 
G.  Barkham. 
Francis  Child. 
Thomas  Bramley. 
John  Peacock. 
Abraham  Lock. 
John  Aidridge. 

Before  leaving  the  block  of  buildings  described  in 
this  chapter,  I  think  it  well  to  say  that,  in  the  year 
1857,  a  Literary  Institution  was  formed  in  Acton,  the 
Reading  Room  and  the  Library  being  for  some  time 
over  Mr.  Bunney's  shop,  and  afterwards  in  Mill  Hill 
Grove.  I  attended  as  Librarian  two  evenings  each 
week  to  Issue  books.  In  connection  with  the  institu- 
tion lectures  were  given  during  the  winter  months 
at  the  National  School  Rooms ;  these  were  both  of  an 
instructive  and  entertaining  character.  I  think  one 
of  the  first  was  a  lecture  on  India,  given  by  J.  H. 
Stocqueler,  Esq.,  on  Monday,  November  23rd,  1857. 
On  January  6th,  1858,  a  Soiree  was  given  in  the 
National  Schools  in  celebration  of  the  second  anniver- 
sary of  the  Society's  formation,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Smith 
presiding.  The  bill  announced  that  tea  and  coffee 
would  be  provided  at  five  o'clock,  and  in  the  course  of 
the  evening  a  musical  selection  performed  by  members 
of  the  Brentford  Choral  Society.  A  collection  of 
works  of  art  and  curiosities  was  exhibited  during  the 
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evening.  The  admission  was  :  Members,  one  shilling ; 
non-members,  one  shilling  and  sixpence.  Tickets  to 
be  obtained  of  Messrs.  Bunney,  Drake,  Earl,  Fox, 
Short,  and  Wiltshire. 

These  evenings  were  well  patronised,  though  one 
had  to  find  one's  way  home  by  the  light  of  lanterns,  as 
no  gas  lamps  were  in  existence  at  Acton  at  this  time. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

We  now  come  to  the  City  and  Midland  Bank, 
where  stood  the  old  gabled  house,  said  to  have  been 
inhabited  by  Richard  Baxter,  the  Nonconformist 
Divine.  In  his  autobiography,  he  speaks  of  another 
house  facing  the  Church  door,  and  within  hearing  of 
the  services.  A  house  formerly  stood  at  the  west  end 
of  the  Churchyard,  by  King  Street,  with  a  north  door- 
way into  the  Church ;  it  is  thought  that  Baxter  re- 
sided there  for  a  time,  and  certainly  that  would  have 
been  a  house  from  which  he  could  hear  the  services,  as 
he  mentions ;  probably  he  afterwards  removed  from 
near  the  Church  to  the  other  house  referred  to  above, 
for  by  his  autobiography,  it  appears  that  he  lived  at 
more  than  one  house  at  Acton.  At  the  High  Street 
house  for  many  years  Mr.  William  Clifton,  baker,  re- 
sided, and  afterwards  his  son,  Mr.  Frederick  Clifton, 
baker  and  corn  dealer.  The  next  house  (late  Upjohn, 
jeweller)  was  kept  for  a  long  time  as  a  grocer's  shop 
by  Mr.  Samuel  Palmer,  who  was  a  Deacon  at  the 
little  Independent  Chapel  on  Acton  Hill,  the  parent 
of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Churchfield  Road,  in 
the  porch  of  which  may  be  seen  a  tablet,  formerly  in 
the  old  Chapel,  referring  to  Mary  Whitehead,  the 
donor  of  the  land  for  the  Independent  Chapel.       (The 
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tombstone  to  her  memory  may  be  seen  at  the  east  end 
of  the  Acton  Churchyard,  and  brass  over  her  grave 
now  in  the  Church). 

The  next  shop  (before  being  demolished,  a  hair- 
dresser's) was  for  many  years  the  Post  Office,  and  a 
flourishing  grocer's  business  was  carried  on  there  by 
Mrs.  Sarah  Collett,  widow  of  William  Collett.  Previ- 
ous to  this  he  had  his  shop  at  the  opposite  corner  to 
the  Midland  Bank.  Several  of  the  Collett  family  were 
watchmakers  ;  one  is  thus  described  on  his  tombstone 
in  the  Churchyard.  I  remember  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Ouvry 
North  pointing  to  it,  and  telling  me  that  Collett  made 
the  first  watch  he  had. 

In  part  of  the  next  shop,  with  its  old  small  pane 
windows,  lived  for  many  years  Mr.  Brown,  hairdresser ; 
the  other  part  was  a  Dame  School,  kept  by  Mrs. 
Preston,  who  was  previously  a  Miss  Aldridge.  This 
School  possessed  a  Fool's  Cap,  to  be  worn  by  naughty 
children,  a  high  stool  being  brought  from  the  hair- 
dresser's shop  on  which  to  stand  the  culprit,  so  that  he 
might  be  more  easily  seen  than  on  a  school  form.  I 
was  once  punished  in  this  way,  but  I  need  hardly  say 
that  it  was  unjustly,  as  I  was  quite  innocent.  Ano- 
ther threatened  punishment  was  to  be  put  into  the 
cellar  where  there  was  a  **  tiger."  I  do  not  think, 
however,  that  this  threat  was  ever  carried  out.  This 
house  was  some  years  later  altered  in  appearance  by 
Mr.   Ben  Thomas,  a  tailor,   Mr.   Jones,  also  a  tailor, 
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succeeding  him.  A  sadler's  shop  came  next,  where 
dwelt  Mr.  Day,  harness-maker,  and,  since  then,  Mr. 
Hough  (the  Star  of  Acton),  oil  and  colourman,  Mr. 
Brooks  being  the  last  tenant.  The  Six  Bells  Beer- 
house adjoined,  of  which  the  landlord  was  Mr.  Rose, 
a  bricklayer,  and  afterwards  Alfred  Page.  The  house 
close  to  the  gateway  to  "  Cock  and  Crown  "  Yard,  was 
occupied  by  Mrs.  Susannah  Jones,  greengrocer,  and 
then  by  Mr.  Richard  Gee.  This  house,  before  its  re- 
moval, was  part  of  the  Six  Bells  Inn.  These  two 
dwellings  had  windows  of  small  panes  of  glass  origin- 
ally, but  the  roof  and  attic  windows  remained  unal- 
tered till  the  houses  were  pulled  down,  and  certainly 
seemed  to  be  the  same  as  shown  In  the  old  print  cf 
Town  Acton.  Whether  the  building  was  the  old  Cock 
and  Crown  Inn,  or  whether  it  was  on  the  other  side 
of  the  gateway,  one  cannot  tell.  The  Inn  yard  was, 
without  doubt,  at  the  rear  of  this  spot.  From  an  old 
title  deed  in  my  possession,  I  find  that  a  long  strip  of 
land,  from  the  present  Mill  Hill  Road,  on  the  borders 
of  the  Woodlands  Estate,  and  called  the  Cock  Close, 
extended  on  the  south-west  side  of  the  Stamford  Brook, 
and  emerged  Into  the  High  Street  at  the  foot  of  Acton 
Hill,  just  beyond  the  water  splash  that  crossed  the 
High  Road.  There  was  the  same  kind  of  crossing 
towards  The  Steyne,  called  The  Brooks.  It  would 
seem  that  the  old  inn  referred  to  above,  was  first  '*  The 
Cock,"  and  that  afterwards  '*  The  Crown  "  was  added 
to  the  sign  ;  perhaps  this  was  just  after  the  Restoration, 
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Leaving  the  archway  to  the  "  Cock  and  Crown  '* 
Yard,  we  come  to  two  small  shops,  one  being  a  general 
shop,  and  the  other  sometimes  a  pork  butcher's,  and 
at  other  times  a  draper's.  A  private  house  adjoined ; 
Mr.  Charlton  and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Perry,  and  her 
husband,  a  painter  and  glazier,  lived  there.  Their 
family  graves  are  in  front  of  the  tower  in  Acton 
Churchyard.  Their  neighbour  for  some  years  was 
Mr.  Wall,  known  in  the  village  as  *'  Governor  Wall." 
Mr.  J.  Sharp,  sadler,  afterwards  occupied  the  house, 
which  old  house  was  replaced  by  another,  the  owner  of 
which  was  Mr.  Edward  Anderson,  stationer  and  post- 
master, the  Post  Office  being  here  for  some  time ;  its 
last  tenant  was  Mr.  Arthur  Jones,  stationer.  This 
group  is  now  the  Crown  Street  Road.  The  old  pro- 
perty's tenants  next  consisted  of  the  following  : — Mr. 
Bullard,  baker ;  Mr.  C.  Stone,  baker ;  Mr.  Harmer, 
bootmaker;  and  Mr.  Johnson,  jeweller  and  watch- 
maker. 

From  the  gateway  adjoining  was  Ivy  House, 
leased  by  Mr.  W.  Billington,  baker  and  corn  dealer, 
who,  as  a  part  of  his  business,  had  the  old  windmill 
in  the  Church  fields,  after  the  death  of  Mrs.  Adams. 
Ivy  House  was  occupied  for  a  time  by  Mr.  Acworth, 
and  finally  by  Mr.   W.   Eydmann. 

The  two  smaller  houses  next  were  one,  the  tobac- 
conist's, Mr.  Lowman,  and  the  other,  tenanted  by  Mr. 
H.  Holford,  bootmaker  and  general  shop,  Mr.  Cron- 
shey,    Mr.    Priest,    and   Mr.    Hunt   being   among   the 
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last  occupants.  These  dwellings  have  all  given  way 
to  more  modern  buildings ;  adjacent  to  them  were  four 
houses  that  were  private  houses,  I'ke  the  one  with 
shutters  in  the  print,  but  which,  of  late  years,  have 
been  turned  into  shops.  The  house,  now  No.  233,  was 
inhabited  for  many  years  by  Mr.  DeaJl,  carpenter,  who 
was  employed  by  his  neighbour,  Mr.  William  Prit- 
chard,  of  No.  235,  who  lived  there  with  Mr.  James 
Hiett,  his  wife's  father.  Mr.  Hiett,  who  had  retired, 
was  formerly  brewer  at  **  The  Elms  "  (Miss  Wegg's). 
He  was  a  kindly  old  gentleman  ;  in  the  summer,  on 
half-holidays,  he  would  take  myself  and  several  of  the 
boys  living  near,  to  Mount  Pleasant,  a  house  and  small 
tower,  at  Ealing,  in  the  fields,  now  a  reservoir.  We 
used  to  ascend  the  tower  to  view  the  surrounding 
country,  and  in  the  gardens  we  had  plenty  of  swings, 
while  he  enjoyed  his  long  pipe  and  glass  of  ale.  In 
the  winter  his  hobby  was  to  make  fireworks.  We 
were  called  into  his  pantry  to  assist  in  this  work, 
which  began  in  October ;  many  happy  hours  were  spent 
there,  and  we  returned  home  covered  with  paste,  char- 
coal, etc.,  but  the  crowning  point  of  all  this  was 
November  5th. 

After  alterations  to  these  two  houses,  Mr.  Prit- 
chard  moved  into  No.  233,  and  Mr.  John  Potter,  the 
son  of  the  first  stationmaster  at  the  North  London 
Station,  lived  at  No.  235. 

Mr.  Pritchard  had  a  large  business  as  builder  and 
undertaker,  and  his  builder's  yard  at  the  rear  was  quite 
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a  playground  for  many  Acton  lads,  and  any  enjoy- 
ment for  children  was  also  enjoyment  to  him.  (There 
was  not  much  public  amusement  provided  for  young- 
sters at  that  time). 

About  a  month  before  Christmas,  a  band  of 
*'  mummers,"  who  made  for  themselves  wonderful 
dresses  of  ribbons  and  paper,  and  acted  a  strange  per- 
formance, always  visited  Pritchard's  Yard,  and  had  a 
good  audience.  Among  the  characters  of  the  **  mum- 
mers "  were  one  called  Molly,  with  a  broom  to  sweep 
the  way ;  another,  King  George,  who  fights  a  Turk 
and  kills  him ;  he  is  raised  to  life  again  by  a  doctor, 
after  swallowing  a  large  pill.  There  was  much  reci- 
ting of  doggerel  verse,  and  after  the  performance  Mr. 
Pritchard's  home-brewed  ale  was  served  round. 

The  two  next  houses  were  owned  for  some  time 
by  Mr.  Martin  Doran ;  he  was  head  gardener  at  Gun- 
nersbury  Park,  which  was  once  the  residence  of  the 
Princess  Amelia,  daughter  of  King  George  III.,  but, 
at  this  time,  of  Mr.  Copeland,  who  lived  there  before 
Baron  Rothschild. 

At  No.  237,  Mr.  John  Alderton,  and  then  his 
widow,  resided  for  many  years.  Mr.  Alderton  was 
coachman  to  Mr.  White,  of  Mill  Hill  Park,  and  also  to 
Mrs.  E.  Hervey,  of  Horn  Lane.  Tombstones  of  Mr. 
Hiett,  mentioned  above,  Mr.  Alderton,  Mr.  Pritchard, 
and  several  members  of  their  families,  are  in  Acton 
Churchyard. 
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No.  239  had  several  tenants — Mr.  Wallace,  school- 
master ;  Mr.  Cahill,  brewer ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Gates, 
bootmaker.  The  Church  Ringers,  on  Christmas  Eve, 
in  their  visits  round  the  parish,  always  called  on  Mr. 
Gates,  and  after  several  touches  on  their  handbells, 
were  treated  to  ale,  which  they  poured  into  their  bells 
to  drink  from  ;  they  did  not  seem  to  mind  if  the  bell 
metal  altered  the  flavour. 

Later,  Mr.  Morgan,  watchmaker,  for  many  years 
occupied  this  house.  I  am  afraid  I  have  dwelt  rather 
long  on  these  four  houses,  but  being  the  only  old  ones 
left  on  this  side  and  at  this  end  of  the  High  Street, 
has  partly  caused  me  to  do  so,  and  No.  237  being  my 
home  for  so  long  a  time  (my  mother  lived  there  fif:y- 
six  years)  must  be  my  apology  for  so  lengthy  a 
description. 

In  passing,  I  may  say  that  originally  there  was  a 
flight  of  steps  to  these  houses,  the  road  and  pathway 
being  several  feet  lower  than  the  present  road,  and 
against  the  doorway  of  No.  237  was  a  well  with  flap- 
cover,  the  hook  hanging  on  the  wall  to  pull  up  the 
water  for  the  four  houses.  After  the  road  was  raised 
a  pipe  was  taken  from  the  well  to  the  rear  of  the 
houses,   and  a  pump  placed   there. 

No.  239  was  finished  building  in  the  year  1801  ; 
many  of  the  timbers  in  the  basements  of  these  houses 
were  the  old  oak  and  chestnut  beams  of  old  gabled 
houses  formerly  on  the  same  spot. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Passing)  the  Stamford  Brook,  which  is  now 
arched  over,  was  a  small  villa,  built  by  Mr.  Hooper, 
for  a  stable  and  coach-house,  but  others  being  built 
near  Woodlands  House,  these  were  not  needed.  This 
house  had  a  pretty  garden  in  front,  and  had  several 
tenants. 

The  Woodlands  Estate  was  the  property  of  Messrs. 
Thomas,  Henry  and  Stephen  Briggs.  Mr.  Lam- 
bert resided  here  for  some  time  before  Mr.  Hooper, 
and  afterwards  Mr.  Robert  Mansel,  sometime  the 
Rector's  Churchwarden,  then  Mr.  Barton  Kent,  and 
later.  Alderman  and  Mrs.  Walker.  The  Briggs' 
family  vault  is  near  the  entrance  to  the  Choir  Vestry  in 
Acton  Churchyard,  and  the  handsome  brass  eagle  lec- 
tern in  the  Church  Is  to  the  memory  of  Alderman 
Walker,  who  is  buried  at  Kensal  Green.  Mr.  Walker 
was  a  member  of  the  Acton  Local  Board. 

"The  Oaks,"  built  at  a  later  period  than  "The 
Woodlands,"  was  in  the  same  estate.  For  some 
time  Mr.  West  resided  there,  and  afterwards  Mr.  J. 
W.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Douglas  Lapralk  and  his  nephew, 
Mr.  John  Lapraik ;  later  still,  Mr.  Rose,  a  member  of 
the  Acton  Local  Board.  The  small  billiard  room 
formerly  In  "The  Oaks,"  I  built  for  Mr.  Douglas 
Lapraik;   it  is   still   standing   in  the   school  grounds, 
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the  large  Wesleyan  Church  occupying  the  site  of  **  The 
Oaks." 

The  shops  next  were  formerly  draper's,  kept  by 
Mrs.  Tilbury ;  tailor's,  Mr.  Harris ;  and  stationer's, 
Mr.  Hays  (the  last-named  was  said  to  be  the  inventor 
of  envelopes),  and  since  then  these  have  been  occupied 
by  Mr.  John  Sharp,  sadler;  Mr.  John  Clifton,  baker 
(afterwards  by  Mr.  David  Rice) ;  and  Mr.  John  Clifton's 
corn  and  coal  merchant's  shop  and  shed,  Mr.  Beldam 
since  then  having  that  business. 

On  the  opposite  corner  was  a  pretty  villa  with 
garden  and  palllsading,  occupied  by  Mrs.  Anderson ; 
the  house  was  afterwards  converted  into  a  beerhouse, 
called  "  The  Pineapple,"  now  cleared  away  to  make 
a  great  and  much-needed  improvement  to  the  entrance 
of  Gunnersbury  Lane. 

The  Red  Lion  Inn  (now  re-built)  was  an  old- 
fashioned  hostelrie  and  coaching-house,  kept  by  Thomas 
Ives.  The  Ives  family  afterwards  moved  to  Ealing. 
Their  omnibuses  plied  between  Ealing  and  the  Bank 
of  England  several  times  a  day.  Fare  to  the  Bank, 
Is.  6d.  ;  to  Regent  Circus,  Is.  ;  afterwards  reduced  to 
Is.  to  the  Bank,  and  9d.  to  Regent  Circus.  No  lower 
fares.  A  few  resident  gentlemen  went  daily  to  town, 
and  returned  about  5  p.m.  Later  an  omnibus  did 
the  journey  in  an  hour  and  a  half  or  two  hours ;  it 
stopped  at  the  *'  Green  Man  "  and  **  The  Gloucester  " 
(Oxford  Street),  at  an  inn  at  Bayswater  Hill,   and  at 
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another  by  Notting  Hill  Gate,  which  was  then  stand- 
ing. Both  coachman  and  conductor  kindly  called  in 
at  these  houses  to  see  if  anyone  was  waiting  to  go  on. 

After  Mr.  Ives  left  the  Red  Lion  Inn,  Mr.  John 
Tickner,  and  then  his  widow,  were  the  landlords. 
Formerly,  a  narrow  lane  skirted  the  house,  the  next 
dwelling  being  occupied  for  some  years  by  Dr.  Francis, 
since  then  by  Mr.   John  Sharp,   referred  to  above. 

The  beautiful  meadows  adjoining  were  used  for 
many  years  for  the  school  treats  of  Acton  National  and 
Infant  Schools.  At  West  Lodge,  the  house  next, 
resided  for  some  years  Mr.  G.  S.  Hinchcliffe ;  he  was 
for  some  time  Rector's  Churchwarden.  Two  later 
occupiers  were  Mr.  Hathaway  and  Mr.  Beauchamp. 

At  East  Lodge  lived  Mr.  Aveling  for  many  years, 
and  at  a  later  date,  Mr.  Roebuck,  some  time  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Acton  Local  Board.  We  are  now  at  the 
Parish  Boundary,  which  crosses  the  road  at  Birch 
Grove,  going  westward  to  the  ivy-covered  lodge  (now 
gone),  which  was  the  entrance  to  "  Fordhook." 
Though  this  house  was  in  the  Parish  of  Ealing,  from 
time  immemorial  it  has  been  designated  Acton,  pro- 
bably because  it  was  in  the  Acton  Postal  District. 
Previous  to  the  year  1743,  a  family  of  the  name  of 
Atlee  resided  here,  and  several  members  of  the  family 
are  buried  In  Acton  Church,  the  first  burial  being  j 
on  May  18th,  1675.  William  Atlee  left  "  Fordhook  "  | 
for  Lancaster,   Pennsylvania,   in  the  year  1743.       In  j 
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the  year  1900  his  great-great-grandson,  Melton  Frank- 
lin Atlee,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  had  a  marble 
tablet  erected  in  the  South  Aisle  of  Acton  Church. 
The  inscription  is  as  follows  : — **  In  memory  of  those 
of  the  Atlee  family,  of  *  Fordhook,'  whose  remains 
lie  in  a  vault  in  the  Middle  Aisle.  This  tablet  is 
erected  by  descendants   in   America." 

After  Mr.  Atlee  left  *'  Fordhook,"  Henry  Fielding, 
the  novelist,  was  evidently  the  tenant ;  then  Lady  Byron, 
widow  of  Lord  Byron,  the  poet,  whose  daughter,  Ada, 
was  married  by  special  licence  in  the  drawing-room,  to 
Lord  King,  afterwards  Earl  of  Lovelace,  in  the  year 
1835.  Lady  Byron  remained  at  **  Fordhook,"  and 
founded  a  school  for  boys  at  Ealing,  which  was  known 
as  Lady  Byron's  School;  a  Mr.  C.  N.  Atlee  was  head- 
master for  some  years. 

The  next  occupier  was  Mr.  George  Tyrrell,  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son.  Captain  George  Tyrrell,  of  the  Ealing 
and  Acton  Volunteers.  While  he  was  in  command  we 
had  several  marches  to  Uxbridge  Common,  where  we 
manoeuvred  under  Major  Hilliard  (brother  to  the  then 
Vicar  of  Christ  Church,  Ealing),  and  we  also  marched 
to  Whitton  Park,  near  Hounslow,  then  the  residence 
of  Colonel  Murray ;  here,  after  several  hours'  drill,  ale 
and  bread  and  cheese  were  much  appreciated. 

After  Captain  iTyrrell's  death,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mansel  Jones  were  the  last  owners  and  residents  before 
the  estate  was  sold. 
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From  the  boundary  of  Ealing  Parish  till  of  late 
years  there  were  two  meadows  and  a  pond  on  the 
borders  of  the  High  Road,  till  Green  Lane,  so-called, 
was  reached,  afterwards  re-named  Wegg  Avenue,  and 
since  Twyford  Avenue;  then  there  was  another  large 
pond  which  Mr.  Schoolbred  .had  much  improved,  and 
he  had  also  built  a  boat-house.  However,  this  pond, 
with  its  drive-in  for  watering  horses,  is  now  a  thing 
of  the  past,  and  pleasant  gardens  cover  the  ground 
where  it  was. 

*'  The  Elms,"  a  fine  mansion,  which,  fortunately, 
still  stands,  was  the  property  of  Sir  Joseph  Ayloffe, 
Baronet,  from  whom  it  was  purchased  by  Samuel 
Wegg,  Esq.,  some  time  previous  to  the  year  1755, 
as  in  that  year  he  obtained,  or  assisted  in  obtaining, 
a  decree  in  favour  of  the  Parish  of  20s.  per  annum, 
payable  for  the  Conduit  Close,  which  payment  had  been 
refused. 

In  the  **  Oxford  Magazine,"  of  1769,  it  is  re- 
corded : — **  Samuel  Wegg,  Esq.,  Acton  Justice  and 
Receiver  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Westminster. 
Thomas  Briggs,  Esq.,  Acton.  Henry  Lamb,  Esq., 
Acton,  a  Middlesex  Justice  of  the  Peace,  commonly 
called  Major  Sturgeon,  being  lately  a  fishmonger  in 
the  Strand."      These  names  are  from  the  list  of  Free- 
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holders   who  voted   for   Colonel   Luttrell,    April    13th, 
1769. 

"The  Elms,"  after  being  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Wegg,  his  son,  Mr.  George  Samuel  Wegg,  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  Wegg,  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Casson,  and 
Mr.  James  Shoolbred,  founder  of  the  firm  in  Totten- 
ham Court  Road.  Henry  Benjamin  Walmsley,  Esq., 
who  had  the  two  stained  glass  windows  placed  In  the 
South  Chapel  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  C.  O.  Ledward, 
Esq.,  and  George  Wright,  Esq.,  were  also  residents 
there. 

The  farmhouse  attached  to  the  estate  stood  in  the 
grounds  near  the  approach  to  the  coach-house  and 
stables,  Mr.  Joseph  Cotching,  farmer,  being  the  tenant. 
When  this  house  was  taken  down,  a  new  farmhouse 
was  built,  on  the  edge  of  the  estate  by  Ealing  Common, 
the  tenant  now  being  Mr.  Thomas  Cotching,  son  of 
the  above. 

The  Wegg  family  were  great  benefactors  to  the 
Parish  in  legacies  to  the  poor.  Their  family  vault  is 
In  the  Centre  Aisle  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  and  a  tablet 
to  their  memory  is  in  the  South  Aisle. 

Hill  House,  adjoining  **  The  Elms,"  lately  pulled 
down,  was  the  residence  of  Mr.  Raymond  Way,  and 
afterwards  of  Mrs.  Way.  The  marble  obelisk  In 
Acton  Churchyard  is  to  their  memory.  Mrs.  Ann 
Way,  widow,  was  the  first  buried  in  the  vault  in  the 
year  1777,  being  the  mother  of  the  above-named  Mr. 
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Way,  who  died  in  the  year  1804,  and  his  wife  in  1816. 
Mr.  George  Tyler  lived  at  Hill  House  in  1826,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Boyce  Coombe,  magistrate,  Mr. 
Oliphant  and  family,  Mr.  Robinson,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Isaacson  (Madame  Elise,  of  the  celebrated  lace  busi- 
ness in  Regent  Street),  and  since  then  by  Mr.  Way- 
mouth,   who  styled   the  house   Springfield   College. 

The  cottages  next  have  had  several  tenants  during 
the  past  fifty  years,  Hope,  Shephard,  and  Dorset  being 
old   inhabitants. 

To  Hope,  a  roadman  for  many  years,  hangs  a 
tale. 

He  being  taken  before  a  magistrate  (who  resided 
not  a  hundred  miles  away)  for  imbibing  too  much  of 
the  strong  ale  from  the  Red  Lion  Inn  opposite,  in  reply 
said,  *'  Ah,  your  Worship,  if  I  had  had  two  police 
horse  patrols,  one  on  each  side  of  me,  to  see  me  safe 
home,  I  should  not  have  been  here  now."  A  pause; 
then,  ''Take  him  away,"  said  the  magistrate,  "and 
don't  let  me  see  you  here  again." 

Next  to  these  cottages  was  the  Independent 
Chapel,  built  upon  ground  given  by  Mary  Whitehead, 
date  1817 ;  then  came  an  old  timber  house  and  sheds 
and  four  cottages  (now  the  White  Lion  Inn).  In  one 
of  these  cottages  dwelt  for  many  years  Mrs.  Adams. 
Her  son,  John,  became  an  eminent  sculptor ;  he  took 
the  name  of  his  birthplace,  and  as  John  Adams-Acton, 
executed  several  pieces  of  work. 
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The  entrance  to  Chatsworth  Gardens  was  a  shop 
tept  by  Mr.  Harding,  grocer,  then  Mr.  Prior,  plumber, 
followed  by  Mr.  Bell  and  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Maskell, 
carpenters.  The  next  houses  were  built  on  a  site 
where  originally  stood  one  house,  and  builder's  large 
workshops  and  sheds,  owned  by  Mr.  Thomas  Freethy, 
one-time  Parish  Churchwarden,  and  having  an  extensive 
business,  but  he  became  much  reduced  in  circum- 
stances. 

His  father,  Mr.  Emanuel  Freethy  was  buried  close 
to  the  south  wall  of  the  Church,  and  his  tombstone 
had  to  be  removed  for  the  re-building  of  the  Church 
in  the  year  1865.  Thomas  applied  to  the  Rector,  the 
Rev.  E.  Parry,  for  permission  to  take  the  stone  away 
for  a  time  to  take  care  of  it.  Permission  was  granted, 
and  with  help  he  took  the  stone  on  a  truck  to  Brent- 
ford, and  there  sold  it  for  a  few  shillings.  He  jour- 
neyed by  the  old  Plough  Inn,  at  Little  Ealing,  called 
on  Mrs.  Weedon,  the  landlady,  who  formerly  kept 
the  Orange  Tree  Inn,  at  Acton,  and  asked  her  if  he 
should  take  care  of  her  husband's  tombstone  at  Acton. 
She  said,  **  No;  I  don't  believe  it  is  in  the  way,  and  if 
it  is,  Mr.  Mitchell  will  take  care  of  it."  She  knew 
Thomas    Freethy. 

The  White  Hart  Inn,  formerly  called  '*  The 
Bowls,"  has  had  many  tenants  since  Mr.  Farquharson, 
of  1840  date,  amongst  whom  were  Mr.  Ratcliffe,  Mr. 
Humphreys,  and  Mr.  Cordery.  The  large  elm  trees 
that   stood   in   the   pathway   have   gradually   been   re- 
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moved,  the  two  last  being  In  front  of  what  Is  now 
the  Police  Station.  The  two  houses  between  the 
"  White  Hart  "  garden  and  the  Police  Station,  were 
inhabited  for  many  years,  one  by  Mr.  John  Cotton, 
a  surveyor  to  Messrs.  SIch,  brewers,  of  Chiswick,  the 
other  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake.  Mrs.  Blake  was  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  John  Harrison,  who  was  Church- 
warden of  Acton  some  years,  his  name  being  on  the 
Third  Bell  of  the  Church  with  the  other  Churchwarden, 
as  follows  : — **  Harrison  and  Collett,  Churchwardens, 
1810."  Tombstones  to  these  old  inhabitants  may  be 
seen  In  the  neighbouring  Churchyard. 

A  large  house  formerly  stood  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Police  Station,  and  was  then  the  residence  of 
Miss  Margaret  Gainsborough,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Gainsborough,  R.A.,  and  many  years  later.  Dr.  Morris, 
Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Troy,  dwelt  there,  he  at 
that  time  being  the  Priest-Confessor  to  the  nuns  at 
Berrymead  Priory.  I  have  often  seen  him  running 
there  in  the  morning  at  6.45  (he  generally  ran),  the 
Priory  bell  quickly  calling.  He  was  a  very  pleasant 
man,  and  took  great  notice  of,  and  Interest  in, 
children. 

When  the  nunnery  was  removed  to  Roehampton, 
he  went  to  live  at  Castlenau,  Barnes.  During  the 
time  the  nuns  were  at  the  Priory,  a  few  deaths  occurred 
there,  and  their  burial  ground  was  a  part  of  the  mea- 
dow, now  Winchester  Street ;  the  bodies  were  removed 
to  Roehampton  when  they  left  Acton. 
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On  leaving  the  Police  Station,  bordering  the  road 
to  The  Steyne,  was  the  Parish  Pound  and  a  large  pump 
for  the  watering  of  the  roads.  The  former  was  al- 
ways a  great  attraction  with  the  various  animals  that 
were  put  there  from  time  to  time. 

We  have  now  reached  the  Stamford  Brook  again, 
and  the  walls  of  Bank  House,  which  reached  from  the 
Steyne  Green ;  the  windows  looked  up  Acton  Hill. 
History  tells  us  that  in  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth, 
Francis  Rous,  Provost  of  Eton,  resided  here,  or  in  an 
older  building  on  the  same  spot.  His  wife,  Mrs. 
Philippa  Rous,  is  buried  in  Acton  Church,  a  part  of 
the  meimorial  to  her  memory  being  there,  with  the  in- 
scriptions that  recorded  her  husband's  titles  erased. 
This  is  supposed  to  have  been  done  by,  or  with  the 
order  of  Dr.  Bruno  Ryves,  who  was  Rector  after  the 
Restoration.  The  Rector  naturally  felt  sore  at  the 
way  the  Clergy  of  the  Church  of  England  were  turned 
out  of  their  livings  to  make  way  for  intruders  in 
Cromwell's  time  (Dr.  Featley,  to  wit,  his  lawful  pre- 
decessor), but  to  deface  Mrs.  Rous's  memorial  was  a 
mean  action. 

Among  the  residents  of  Bank  House  were  Mrs. 
Payne,  1816,  and  Mr.  Adair,  1826.  A  marble  memo- 
rial to  the  memor}'  of  Lady  Caroline  Adair,  Mr.  Adair's 
wife,  is  in  the  Tower  Porch  of  Acton  Church,  their 
vault  being  in  the  Church.  I  remember  seeing  It  last 
opened  for  the  burial  of  Sir  Robert  Adair,  October  9th, 
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in  the  year  1855.  Later  residents  of  Bank  House  were 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Drummond  and  Colonel  Elsey.  Then 
it  was  a  Girls'  Home  and  School,  and  afterwards  Mr. 
Coules*  Boys'  School. 

The  three  houses  next  to  those  that  stand  on  the 
Bank  House  grounds  (now  Poore  and  Son),  were  the 
property  of  Dr.  Day,  M.D.,  but  he  resided  at  Suffolk 
House  for  some  time,  these  houses  being  let  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Berry,  stationers.  Mr.  Berry  was  also 
gardener  to  Mr.  Kelly  and  Mrs.  Selby,  at  Derwent- 
water  and  Acton  Houses.  Mrs.  Berry  was  a  de- 
scendant of  the  Penderels  of  Boscobel,  who  assisted 
Charles  H.  in  his  flight  from  England,  and  she  re- 
ceived a  yearly  annuity  for  that  good  service  rendered 
by  her  ancestors. 

The  next  house  was  a  ladies'  school,  kept  by  Mrs. 
Fowler.  After  she  left,  Dr.  Day  came  to  live  there ; 
the  other  house  of  the  three  was  occupied  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bard.  Mr.  Bard  was  a  master  at  Mr.  Mullen's 
school,  at  Orger  House,  and  Mrs.  Bard  had  a  Prepara- 
tory School  here  in  the  High  Street.  There  were 
several  tenants  of  the  houses  next,  now  the  Fire 
Station. 

We  then  reach  what  was  the  principal  butcher's 
shop  in  Acton,  kept  for  many  years  by  Mr.  William 
Osborn  May,  afterwards  by  Mr.  Churchill,  whose  death 
•occurred  there.  Then  we  come  to  the  **  King's 
Head,"    where   the   sign   hung   prominently   over   the 
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road.  This  sign  is  immortalised  by  Miss  Shipley, 
in  her  interesting  book,  **  A  Tale  of  Old  Acton."  She 
speaks  of  Cromwell  being  met  at  Acton  by  a  goodly 
train  (or  so  they  thought  it)  of  300  coaches,  a  large 
procession,  and  many  sightseers;  these  latter  found 
their  way  to  the  *'  George  and  Dragon,"  **  The 
Bell,"  and  the  "  King's  Head,"  the  signboard  of  the 
last-named  inn  being  whitewashed  in  honour  of  the 
victors.  Mr.  Kite  and  Mr.  Holford  were  landlords 
at  the  "  King's  Head  "  for  some  years. 

Back  Lane,  since  called  King  Street,  has  been 
altered  of  late  years.  In  earlier  times,  built  near 
the  Church  on  the  west  end  of  the  Churchyard,  close 
to  the  Church  tower,  was  a  large  schoolroom  on  the 
upper  floor,  the  National  School  for  Boys  and  Girls  ; 
the  lower  floor  contained  apartments  for  the  school- 
mistress, a  lavatory  for  the  school  opening  into  the 
Lane,  and  adjoining  it  the  Prison  Cage.  This  had  a 
ponderous  looking  door,  studded  with  great  nails, 
to  look  Newgate-like,  and,  of  course,  if  anyone  was 
taken  to  the  Cage  the  sight  was  not  to  be  missed  by 
Acton  youngsters. 

I  remember  one  case.  A  man,  by  name  Ned 
Preedy,  was  escorted  there,  and  just  after,  his  mother, 
who  lived  in  one  of  the  Steyne  Almshouses,  was  seen 
making  her  way  there.  She  went  to  the  cage  door, 
and  knocking  loudly,  called,  "  Ned,  Ned  !"  **  Yes, 
mother,"  he  replied.       **  Ah,"  sard  she,  **  I  am  sorry 
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for  you,  but  it  serves  you  right."       She  then  returned 
home,  evidently  considering  she  had  done  her  duty. 

Upon  the  opening  of  the  new  schools  in  Oldham 
Terrace,  this  block  of  buildings  was  removed,  and  the 
land  thrown  into  the  Churchyard  again,  a  mortuary 
built  upon  the  north-west  corner,  and  the  other  part 
used  for  burials,  until  the  year  1865,  when  the  Church 
was   re-built. 

The  improvement  needed  here  now  is  for  railings 
to  be  put,  as  at  the  front  of  the  Church,  instead  of  the 
existing  shabby  old  wall. 

A  few  remarks  as  to  the  schools  below  Oldham 
Terrace  may  be  of  interest  here.  A  Committee  was 
appointed  in  the  year  1849  for  obtaining  a  site  and 
building:  new  schools.  The  Rev.  Edmund  Antrot)us, 
Curate,  was  most  anxious  that  the  work  of  education 
should  make  progress  in  the  Parish,  and  he,  with  Mr. 
Davis,  of  East  Acton,  may  justly  be  called  the  pioneers 
of  a  work  that  has  been  steadily  carried  on  ever  since. 

The  site  for  these  schools  was  first  selected  and 
obtained  from  the  Bishop  of  London  on  land  in  The 
Steyne,  now  enclosed  by  Horn  Lane,  but  this  was 
strongly  opposed  by  the  owners  of  cottages  around. 
Afterwards,  a  site  (purchased  expressly  through  the 
renewed  bounty  of  an  individual  subscriber  for  rhe 
building)  was  generously  given  for  the  purpose,  and 
schools  erected  at  a  cost  of  £1,800;  this  was  obtained 
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by  subscriptions  of  various  sums,  the  Bishop  of 
London  giving  £50,  the  Rector  of  Acton,  £100;  Mr. 
White,  of  Mill  Hill  Park,  £100;  and  Mrs.  White,  his 
widow,  £500 ;  the  other  sums  varying  from  £30  down- 
wards to  5s.  The  schools  were  completed  in  the  year 
1851  ;  later  these  two  schoolrooms  were  thrown  into  one 
for  boys,  and  the  girls'  school,  adjoining  the  master's 
house,  built  in  the  year   1862. 


62      RECORDS  AND    RECOLLECTIONS   OF   ACTON. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

We  must  now  pass  back  to  the  High  Street.  On 
the  Terrace  was  the  house  of  Richard  Gee,  green- 
grocer, who  later  removed  to  Mrs.  Jones'  shop  oppo- 
site ;  next  lived  Mrs.  Catlin,  who  for  some  years  was 
pew-opener  at  the  Church,  and  her  husband  beadle. 
After  their  deaths,  their  daughter  dwelt  there  for  a 
considerable  length  of  time. 

At  the  house,  which  was  afterwards  the  Invalid 
Kitchen,  lived  Afred  Palmer.  He  was  for  years  the 
grave-digger.  A  gentleman,  passing  through  the 
Churchyard  one  day,  heard  the  bell  tolling, and  asked 
Palmer  who  was  dead.  **  Oh,"  he  replied,  "  it  is 
nobody  dead,  only  someone  going  to  be  buried."  It 
was  a  funeral  bell,  not  a  passing  bell,  that  was  tolling, 
and  that  was  Palmer's  explanation. 

In  these  houses,  reaching  up  to  the  Church  gates, 
lived  Mr.  Bailey,  bricklayer  ;  Mr.  Tozer  and  Mr.  Eyd- 
mann,  hairdressers  ;  Mr.  Farmer,  and  afterwards,  Mr. 
Earl,  bakers;  Mrs.  Smith,  dressmaker;  Mr.  Judge  and 
Mr!.  Barnes,  watchmakers ;  Mrs.  Williamson,  Mr. 
Bryant,  fishmonger;  Mr.  Rice,  greengrocer ;  Mr.  Lob- 
joit  and  Mr.  Mason,  ironmongers ;  Mr.  Treadaway, 
bootmaker;  and  Mr.  John  Williamson,  so  many  years 
Parish  Clerk,  Surveyor  of  the  Highways,  Vestry  Clerk, 
Collector  of  Rates,    Registrar  of  Births  and   Deaths, 


Austen. 


Orange  Tree  Inn,  Acton. 
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etc.        He  was  much   respected,   and   relied   upon   for 
advice  in  matters  not  only  parochial,  but  general. 

By  the  side  of  the  Church  gates  it  is  recorded 
the  Parish  Stocks  stood.  From  there  the  houses  were 
called  Church  Row,  and  had  many  different  tenants, 
among  them  being  Mr.  Heaver,  fancy  goods  dealer ; 
Mr.  Wiltshire,  house  agent ;  Mr.  Ellis,  bootmaker ; 
and  beyond,  Mr.  Biggs,  cooper.  He  was  a  Deacon 
at  the  Independent  Chapel  on  Acton  Hill.  At  the 
private  house,  Mr.  E.  Eydmann  and  Mr.  Butler  were 
the  latest  tenants. 

The  old  house  next  was  the  home  of  the  Aldridge 
family ;  it  had  two  fine  elm  trees  in  front.  Before 
being  turned  into  the  Orange  Tree  Inn,  it  was  tenanted 
by  Mr.  Graham,  the  village  carrier,  who  let  a  part  of 
the  house  to  Mr.  Exton,  schoolmaster  (whose  advice 
to  his  scholars  was,  **  Speak  when  you're  spoken  to, 
shut  doors  after  you,  and  tell  no  lies  ").  At  that  time 
there  was  but  one  low  doorway,  in  the  centre  of  the 
house,  the  other  doorways,  as  seen  In  the  old  print, 
being  inserted  in  later  years.  Mr.  Weedon,  who  had 
formerly  been  gardener  to  Sir  Moore  Dizney,  at  the 
Manor  House,  East  Acton,  was  landlord  some  years  of 
the  "  Orange  Tree,"  his  widow  afterwards  removing 
to  the  old  Plough  Inn,  at  Little  Ealing. 

A  more  modern  house  stood  between  this  house 
and  the  other  old  dwelling  of  the  Aldridge  family,  at 
the  corner  of  Horn  Lane,  the  residents  for  many  years 
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being  Miss  Mary  and  Miss  Ann  Aldridge,  who  car- 
ried on  a  school  for  young  children.  We  were  taught 
to  speak  of,  and  to  them,  as  '*  Marm  Mary  "  and 
**  Marm  Ann  "  ;  they  both  lived  to  a  great  age,  about 
ninety  years.  Their  ancestor,  Mr.  William  Aldridge, 
whose  tablet  is  in  the  Church  Tower  Porch,  and  por- 
trait in  the  Vestry  Room,  died  in  the  year  1698,  at  the 
age  of  115  years. 

The  property  just  referred  to  was  in  the  Aldridge 
family  for  over  200  years,  Aldridges  living  there  as 
far  back  as  the  year  1633.  A  Mr.  Clark,  of  Hammer- 
smith, a  descendant  by  marriage  of  the  Aldridge 
family,   told  me  the  following  : — 

'*  Mr.  John  Aldridge  left  the  houses  in  the  High 
Street  to  his  son,  but  his  cousin  and  housekeeper, 
Miss  Dye,  was  to  have  them  during  her  life  time,  so 
Mr.  Aldridge,  the  said  son,  thought  she  ought  to  pos- 
sess the  title  deeds  as  long  as  she  lived.  Some  time 
after  his  father's  death,  there  was  some  disagreement, 
and  Bet  Dye,  as  they  called  her,  said,  *  I  shall  leave  all 
I  have,  and  these  houses  too,  to  my  own  relations,  and 
nothing  to  you.'  *  Ah  !'  said  Mr.  Aldridge's  son, 
*  but  after  your  death  the  houses  are  mine.'  She 
replied,  '  I  will  burn  the  deeds,'  and  after  her  death 
they  were  never  found.  Mr.  Aldridge  took  posses- 
sion, and  lived  there  some  time  unmolested,  then  a 
solicitor  appeared,  and  told  him  he  must  pay  rent. 
This  he  would  not  do,  so  was  asked  to  produce  his 
proof  of  ownership,  but  he  had  no  title  deeds,  though 
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his  father's  will  showed  that  the  property  was  left  to 
him.  However,  he  was  served  with  an  ejectment 
order,  defended  himself,  and  spent  £20  in  so  doing. 
He  did  not  succeed,  but  was  prevailed  upon  to  pay  a 
quarter's  rent,  receiving  a  promise  that  he  should  live 
rent  free  for  his  life.  This  he  did,  but  so  made  him- 
self a  tenant.  After  his  death  some  of  the  family 
lived  there,  as  before  stated,  by  paying  £5  a  year, 
but  when  they  died  out  the  parties  who  held  the  pro- 
perty disposed  of  it,  and,  no  doubt,  in  the  intervening 
years,   a  good  title  was  established." 

We  now  reach  Horn  Lane,  at  the  entrance  of 
which  stood  the  old  Jacobean  house  and  school  for 
young  gentlemen,  styled  Orger  House,  Mr.  Felix 
Mullins  being  the  master,  and  Mr.  Stanlius  Bard,  be- 
fore-mentioned, the  assistant  master,  and  afterwards 
the  proprietor. 

Somewhere  about  the  year  1855,  upon  a  Saturday 
night,  this  fine  old  house,  which  was  panelled  through- 
out, caught  fire,  and  a  great  part  of  it  being  of  a  very 
inflammable  nature,  it  was  quickly  burnt  to  the  ground. 
The  scholars  were  hastily  rescued,  and  taken  by  the 
Rector,  the  Rev.  J.  Smith,  to  the  Rectory.  The  flames 
scorched  the  back  of  Aldridge's  timber-built  house, 
and  it  was  feared  that  the  fire  would  extend,  as  the 
sparks  flew  a  great  way,  and  on  to  the  Church  roof. 
Mr.  Williamson,  Parish  Clerk,  obtained  ladders,  and 
placed  men  there  to  see  all  safe.       Acton  did  not  pos- 
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sess  a  fire  engine,  neither  was  there  water  laid  on  at 
that  time.  After  this  fire  it  was  thought  that  a  fire 
engine  was  necessary,  but  there  was  a  delay  in  getting 
one  of  about  ten  years,  until  a  fire  occurred  at  the 
Steyne  Mills,  when  an  engine  was  soon  after  obtained, 
the  first  house  for  it  being  an  old  shed  between  the 
public-house  in  Horn  Lane  and  the  Churchyard. 

In  following  the  High  Road,  after  passing  the 
grounds  of  Orger  House  (now  shops),  we  come  to 
Lichfield  House,  long  the  residence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Peter  Grant,  and  then  of  their  two  daughters.  Some 
time  after  their  parents'  deaths  (their  tomb  is  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Church),  the  Misses  Grant  left  Acton, 
and  the  owner  of  Lichfield  House,  Mr.  Nathan  David 
Garrick,  came  to  live  there,  but  before  he  came  into 
residence,  it  was  let  for  some  months  to  the  Rev.  J. 
Smith,  Rector,  he  and  his  family  living  there  during 
the  alterations  and  repairs  to  the   Rectory   House. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garrick  dwelt  here  some  years.  I 
remember  Mr.  Garrick  showing  me  the  portrait  of  his 
great-great  uncle,  David  Garrick,  painted  by  Zoffany ; 
it  was  over  the  fireplace  in  his  dining-room. 

This  and  the  next  house,  Suffolk  House,  were 
built  between  the  years  1726  and  1750,  and  are  de- 
scribed as  the  two  new  houses  built  by  Mr.  Mander- 
ville,  on  the  site  of  the  old  Bell  Inn.  Dr.  Day  for 
some  time  resided  at  Suffolk  House  before  he  removed 
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to  the  house  in  the  High  Street,  already  referred  to. 
About  the  year  1845  to  1847,  Mr.  James  Smith,  of  South 
Audley  Street,  purchased  Suffolk  House  and  grounds. 
The  house  he  had  thoroughly  repaired,  and  a  wing 
added  on  the  north  front.  The  field  adjoining  was 
also  his  property, from  which  an  acre  was  purchased 
for  an  extra  burial  ground,  in  the  year  1863,  and  conse- 
crated in  July,  1864,  by  Dr.  Tait,  then  Bishop  of 
London. 

Bordering  the  High  Road,  before  reaching  the 
Conduit  Close,  was  a  fine  row  of  chestnut  trees,  which 
were  the  pride  of  Mrs.  Smith,  who  loved  and  cared  for 
her  garden  so  much.  These  trees  were  cut  to  a  level, 
a  line  being  passed  from  end  to  end,  not  a  twig  to  be 
seen  beyond  the  line.  I  directed  the  work  while  a 
carpenter  passed  along  the  trees ;  it  was  a  trying  work, 
but  was  liberally  acknowledged  when  finished. 

The  Conduit  Close,  to  which  I  have  referred,  was 
left  to  the  Parish  by  Thomas  Thorney,  in  the  year  1612, 
and  this  bequest  is  recorded  as  follows  : — 

"■  Itetn.  I  bequeath  the  Conduit  Close  at  Acton, 
in  Middlesex,  to  remain  to  the  Inn  called  the  Bell 
there,  and  the  Tenant  w^hich  dwelleth  therein,  or  shall 
dwell  therein,  to  pay  twenty  shillings  yearly  for  it  to 
the  Parson  of  the  Church  and  Parish  of  Acton.  If 
the  Tenant  will  not  accept  thereof,  then  my  will  is 
the  Parson,  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  power  to 
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let  it  for  the  best  benefit,  and  the  money  to  be  dis- 
tributed as  follows,  that  is  to  say  : — 6s.  8d.  to  be 
bestowed  yearly  every  March  in  repairing  and  paint- 
ing the  seats  and  Postes  and  trimming  the  Conduit 
Head,  and  if  more  is  required,  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  said  twenty  shillings,  and  the  remainder  there- 
of to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Parson  and  Churchwardens  on  Good  Friday 
every  year  for  ever." 

In  the  year  1755,  the  tenants  refused  to  pay  the 
twenty  shillings,  and  a  decretal  order  was  obtained  as 
follows  : — 

'*  Attorney-General  against  Brown  and  others, 
at  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  by  Samuel  Wegg,  Esq., 
Edward  Cobden,  D.D.,  Samuel  Lock,  and  John 
Aldridge,  Churchwardens,  on  behalf  of  the  Parish, 
against  the  said  William  Brown,  Mary  his  wife,  and 
Nathan  Carrington,  to  obtain  the  said  payment  of 
twenty   shillings   annually." 

It  was  ruled  that  the  said  twenty  shillings  must 
be  paid  yearly,  and  that  full  liberty  must  be  given  to 
enter  as  often  as  necessary  to  the  said  Close  for  repairs, 
etc. 

Long  years  since  an  iron  pump  was  erected  by  the 
Rev.  William  Antrobus,  which  still  stands  in  the  re- 
cess. Dr.  Rogers,  some  years  ago,  had  granite  slabs 
inserted  in  the  wall,  the  old  stone  ones  being  decayed, 
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and  as  the  pump  was  closed,  the  water  not  being  con- 
sidered good,  he  offered  to  erect  a  drinking  fountain  if 
the  Parish  Authorities  would  be  at  the  expense  of  a 
regular  flow  of  water,  but  his  offer  was  not  accepted. 

Of  course,  the  twenty  shillings  a  year  is  safe 
enough,  but  I  think  it  would  have  been  well  if,  in 
enclosing  the  recess,  it  had  been  done  with  open  palli- 
sading  instead  of  close  boarding,  and  that  something 
might  have  been  put  to  show  the  position  and  history 
of  this,   the  earliest  benefaction   to   the   Parish. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  Suffolk  House,  I 
should  like  to  insert  the  following,  from  the  Parish 
Magazine,   of   December,    1873  : — 

"  In   Memoriam. 

"  James  Smith,  of  Suffolk  House,  for  seven 
years  Parish  Churchwarden,  who  died  December 
3rd,  1873 ;  aged  74  years.  Peacefully,  gently 
cheerfully,  as  he  ever  lived,  one  has  passed  away 
to  whom  not  only  our  deserving  poor,  to  whom  he 
was  always  open-hearted  and  open-handed,  but  the 
whole  Parish  of  Acton,  owes  no  small  debt  of  grati- 
tude. Mr.  James  Smith  entered  upon  his  duties  as 
Parish  Churchwarden  at  a  time  when  the  office  was 
no  sinecure.  Upon  the  Churchwardens  of  that  year, 
1866,  fell  the  burdensome  and  thankless  task  of 
apportioning  sittings  in  the  newly-built  and  enlarged 
Parish  Church.  Those  (now  no  longer  connected 
with  Acton)  who  were  associated  with  him  In  this 
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work  know  how  much  they  owed  to  his  untiring 
personal  energy,  thoughtful  consideration  for  others, 
and  patience  in  dealing  with  unreasonable  demands, 
in  a  task  of  whrch  none  can  appreciate  the  delicacy 
and  difficulty  who  have  never  put  their  hands  to  it. 
Whatever  his  hand  found  to  do,  he  did  it  with  all 
his  might.  At  a  time  of  life  when  he  might  fairly 
have  claimed  that  business  should  not  invade  his 
Acton  home,  he  threw  himself  zealously  Into  Parish 
matters  from  a  conscientious  desire  to  be  of  service 
to  his  neighbours.  In  a  Church  Rate  contest — (we 
speak  of  antediluvian  days)  in  the  stormy  weeks 
preceding  the  Introduction  of  the  Local  Government 
Act — In  the  election  of  members  for  the  Board — 
as  a  member  himself  of  the  Board  —  at 
meetings  of  the  Vestry — whenever  feelings  were 
strongly  excited  and  hard  things  said,  and  the  evil 
which  is  in  human  nature  apt  to  force  Its  way  to  the 
surface  of  parochial  life,  he  was  always  the  same — 
a  peacemaker — not  only  never  speaking  evil,  but 
seemingly  not  even  thinking  evil  of  any ;  he 
smoothed  away  many  a  difficulty  by  his  kindly, 
straightforward  conduct.  Transparently  upright  in 
all  business  matters,  exemplary  in  all  the  home  re- 
lations of  life,  h's  simple  genuine  religion  was  no 
mere  Church  or  Sunday  garb,  he  was  a  week-day 
Christian. 

**  He  died  suddenly,  yet  not  suddenly,  patiently 
awaiting  the  issues  of  life  or  death,  with  a  cheer- 
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ful  welcome  to  all  who  came  near  his  bedside,  trust- 
ing humbly  in  the  all-sufficient  Cross  of  His  Re- 
deemer, and  so,  when  the  summons  came,  ready  for 
all  which  cometh  after  the  mysterious  loosing  of  the 
spirit  of  man  from  its  fleshly  tabernacle.. — E.P." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  buried  in  the  Cemetery, 
Churchfield  Road,  close  to  the  earthly  home  they  loved 
so  well. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

We  now  come  to  Grove  House  (the  grounds  ex- 
tended to  Churchfield  Road,  and  included  what  is  now 
Grove  Road  and  Grove  Place).  Mr.  Salmon  Burrell, 
for  many  years  Rector's  Churchwarden,  resided  here, 
there  being  several  tenants  since.  For  some  years  it 
has  been,  and  now  is,  a  commercial  school.  Beyond 
the  grounds  Grove  Road  did  not  exist,  and  hedge-rows 
and  ditches  bounded  the  land  as  far  as  East  Acton 
Lane,  there  being  only  a  row  of  white  cottages  with 
red-tile  roofs,  which  were  entered  from  a  passage-way 
at  a  point  near  the  present  Birkbeck  Road,  and  at  a 
little  distance  beyond  the  existing  railway  bridge ;  a 
bridle-path  and  a  roadway  led  to  the  old  windmill  and 
the  house  of  Mrs.  Ann  Adams.  Mr.  Joseph  Franklin 
was  her  miller ;  I  believe  he  planted  the  chestnut  tree 
at  the  corner  of  the  garden,  which  now  beautifies  the 
Acton  Park. 

The  old  King's  Arms  Inn,  just  lately  pulled  down, 
was  the  next  and  last  house  on  this  side  of  the  road  in 
Acton  Parish. 

This  house  was  kept  for  some  years  by  a  Mi*. 
Lambourne ;  the  toll  gate  stood  here,  and  in  the 
"  fifties  "  walking  matches  often  took  place  in  the 
summer  months  from  this  inn  to  the  Old  Hat  Inn,  at 
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West  Ealing.  Mountjoy  was  a  great  walking  man. 
The  course  selected  was,  after  the  Oxford  coach  had 
passed  in  the  afternoon,  quite  clear  of  traffic  for  the 
rest   of  the   day. 

Now,  in  turning  back  to  Acton,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  High  Road,  was  Mr.  Hopgood's  nursery,  Old- 
field  Villas,  and  **  Oldfields,"  the  residence  of  Mr. 
John  Hezekiah  Essex.  Mr.  Essex  left  a  legacy  for 
the  poor  of  Acton,  and  he  is  buried  in  a  vault  in  Acton 
Church,  where  also  a  memorial  brass  Is  fixed  to  his 
memory. 

Farther  on,  a  few  old  cottages  skirted  the  road 
and  two  old  white  houses  stood  back  in  gardens ;  the 
rest  was  land  until  the  three  houses  opposite  East 
Acton  Lane,  which  were  owned  by  Mr.  Owen,  and 
afterwards  by  Mr.  Geary.  From  this  point  fields, 
bordered  by  hedges  and  ditches,  reached  away  to  the 
Priory  Corner. 

Berrymead  Priory,  as  history  tells  us,  has  had 
many  owners  and  tenants,  from  the  time  of  Lord  John 
Russell,  about  the  year  1540.  He  was  followed  by 
such  notabilities  as  the  Earl  of  Worcester,  Earl  of 
Kingston,  Marquis  of  Dorchester,  Marquis  of  Halifax, 
Colonel  Clutton,  Sir  John  Baker,  and  Countess  Ayott. 

Francis,  youngest  son  of  Sir  Edward  Stratford, 
was  for  a  short  period  a  resident ;  he  died  December 
21st,    1704,   as  inscribed   on  his   monument   in   Acton 
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Church,  a  monument  curiously  sculptured  with  three 
death  heads. 

Colonel  Cunningham  is  said  to  have  lived  here ;  he 
was  buried  in  the  Church,  but  his  body  was  removed 
in  the  year  1865.  The  slab  to  his  memory,  at  the 
north-west  corner  of  the  tower,  is  inscribed  as  follows  : 

**  In  memory  of  Lieut. -Col.  James  Cunningham, 
who  served  in  all  Queen  Anne*s  wars,  under  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough.       He  died  Aug.  13th,  1774." 

Lord  Lytton,  Colonel  Stephen  Peacocke  (who  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  many  actions  that  took  place 
under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  as 
stated  on  the  marble  tablet  in  the  Church),  and  Mr. 
Leaf,  silk  merchant,  of  Old  Change,  also  occupied 
the  Priory.  Afterwards,  it  became  a  nunnery,  as 
before  referred  to,  and  later  the  nuns  removed  to 
Roehampton. 

At  about  the  year  1850,  the  estate  was  purchased 
by  George  Trafford  Heald,  Esq.,  who  had  the  house 
repaired  and  beautified,  and  the  grounds  laid  out  with 
great  taste ;  the  finest  shrubs  that  could  be  obtained 
were  planted  in  all  parts.  A  beautiful  lake  extended 
for  some  distance  on  the  south  side  of  the  garden ; 
surrounding  it  were  many  trees,  and  at  the  west  end 
an  island,  with  rustic  bridge  and  summer  house.  One 
day  I  had  to  superintend  two  labourers,  who  were  to 
remove  a  stone  slab  from  one  end  of  the  lake  to  the 
other.       Mr.  Heald  wished  it  taken  in  the  boat ;  as  it 
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was  nearly  launched,  at  a  critical  moment  he  touched 
the  boat  with  his  walking  stick ;  over  it  went,  and  the 
stone  and  two  men  into  the  water  (which  was,  how- 
ever, not  very  deep).  This  pleased  Mr.  Heald,  and  a 
friend  who  was  with  him,  mightily  ;  then,  after  sympa- 
thising with  the  men,  and  giving  each  half  a  crown, 
he  left  us.  The  raising  of  the  stone  and  its  transit 
by  land,  occupied  more  than  a  day  to  accomplish,  but 
expense  was  not  of  any  matter. 

Mr.  Heald's  health  soon  failed,  and  he  went 
abroad  on  that  account,  accompanied  on  his  travels 
by  Dr.  Lingham. 

The  next  owner  of  the  Priory  was  Mr.  John  Daw- 
son, formerly  of  Great  Bentley,  Essex,  and  Liverpool. 
After  about  twenty-five  years  residence,  both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dawson  died  here,  and  were  buried  in  the  large 
vault  of  the  family,  at  the  east  end  of  the  Chancel  of 
Great  Bentley  Church,  Essex.  In  passing  from  the 
Priory,  one  must  mention  the  genial  lodge-keeper,  who 
for  so  many  years  greeted  the  passers-by.  The  fol- 
lowing appeared  in  the  Acton  Gazette,  July  3rd,  1906  : 

**  Funeral  of  an  Old  Acton  Inhabitant. 

To-day,  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Isabella  Bourne 
took  place  at  St.  Mary's  Cemetery,  in  the  grave 
beside  her  husband,  Mr.  James  Bourne,  who 
died  thirty  years  ago.  He  was  for  many 
years  gardener  at  Berrymead  Priory,  and 
his    wife,    Isabella,    will    be    remembered    by    old 
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Actonians  as  the  Poetess  Lodge-keper,  who  often 
chatted  to  passers-by,  at  the  old  Gothic  entrance 
gates,  at  a  time  when  the  road  from  Oldham  Ter- 
race past  the  Priory  walls  to  East  Acton  Lane  was 
quite  a  country  one,  with  ditches  and  hedge-rows 
on  each  side,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Acton  numbered 
about  3,000.  We  are  speaking  of  the  year  1858, 
for  at  that  time  Mrs.  Bourne  published  a  small  book 
of  poems,  which,  if  not  of  the  Tennyson  order,  were 
somewhat   interesting. 

"  We  just  append  one  verse  from  a  few  lines  : 

The   Village    Bells. 

Who  unmoved  can  hear  thy  music, 
Ringing  back  past  scenes  of  old, 
Ne'er  has  looked  beyond  this  fabrick 
For  the  promised  land  of  gold. 
Some  will  love  the  lively  measure, 
All  will  mourn  its  sad  farewells, 
But  the  merry  chimes  j^ive  pleasure 
F"rom  the  aneient  ViIIa*::^e  BcMs. 

"  Mrs.    Bourne  had  attained   the  great  age  of 
ninety-one  years. — H.M.,  Acton." 

It  has  often  been  said  to  me  :  what  a  mistake  and 
pity  it  was  that  the  Local  Board  did  not  acquire  the 
Priory,  the  house  and  grounds  so  central  and  suitable 
for  recreation,  museum,  public  library,  etc.  ;  it  is  cer- 
tainly much  to  be  regretted.  The  late  Alderman 
Walker,  of  *'  The  Woodlands,"  at  the  time  of  the  sale 
of  the  Priory,  told  me  how  anxious  he  was,  with  others 
on  the  Local  Board,   to  purchase,   and   they  resolved 
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to  go  as  far  as  £18,000  for  it,  but  a  land  company 
bid  to  £23,000,  thinking  the  Board  must  have  it  of 
them  at  a  price  beyond  that.  The  members  of  the 
Board  felt  that  they  were  being  badly  treated,  and  so 
would  not  purchase  of  them.  The  reserve  price,  I 
was  told,  was  £15,000,  but  by  Mr.  Dawson's  will,  the 
property  had  to  go  to  public  auction,  and  so  we  have 
the  result,  a  number  of  small  houses  covering  the 
greater  part  of  the  estate. 

I  now  reach  the  starting  part  of  my  remarks 
about  the  village  street.  I  mentioned  two  small 
houses  there,  one  being  the  little  school  and  tuck- 
shop,  kept  by  Mrs.  Ewer,  who  afterwards,  by  mar- 
riage, was  Mrs.  Seymour.  Mr.  Daniel  Ewer,  her 
first  husband,  was  gardener  at  Mr.  Mullins'  school 
opposite. 

A  few  years  ago,  an  old  gentleman  called  upon  me 
and  told  me  that,  when  a  boy,  he  was  a  boarder  at 
Orger  House  School,  and  after  so  many  years,  he  had 
come  to  look  round,  and  he  found  the  old  school  bouse 
had  gone,  but,  said  he,  **  There  is  our  old  tuck-shop 
still  left,  where  we  u'sed  to  get  the  home-made  clove 
rock.  I  should  like  a  photograph  of  the  old  place ; 
how  can  I  get  it?"  I  recommended  him  to  Mr. 
Upjohn,  who  took  a  photo.,  and  the  said  old  gentle- 
man (I  forget  his  name)  gave  me  a  copy,  which  I  insert 
here.  He  spoke  about  the  residents  of  Acton,  the 
Church,  and  the  Rev.  W.  Antrobus,  Rector,  who,  he 
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said,  preached  such  long  sermons,  three-quarters  of 
an  hour  long,  on  Sunday  mornings.  He  recollected 
one  of  his  texts,  from  the  Prophet  Ezekiel,  chapter  iii., 
verses  1  and  2,  *'  Son  of  Man,  eat  that  thou  findest; 
eat  this  roll,  so  I  opened  my  mouth,  and  he  caused  me 
to  eat  that  roll."  He  said,  ''  We  boys  wished  he  had 
eaten  that  sermon  before  he  came."  The  tuck-shop 
was  evidently  a  more  pleasing  remembrance  than  the 
Rector's  long  discourses. 

I  will  at  this  point  give  an  extract  from  a  Direc- 
tory of  about  the  years  1836  to  1840,  by  Pigot  and 
Co.  :— 

"  Acton,    East   Acton,    and   Shepherd's    Bush. 

"  Acton  is  a  viPage  and  parish  in  the  Kensing- 
ton Division  of  the  Hundred  of  Ossulton,  five  miles 
west  from  London,  pleasantly  situated  on  the  de- 
clivity of  a  gently  sloping  eminence,  and  on  the  main 
road  to  Oxford.  It  is  enlivened  by  Its  thoroughfare 
and  situation,  and  numerous  genteel  residence? 
ornament  Its  neighbourhood.  That  part  of  the  vil- 
lage called  East  Acton,  is  contiguous  to  the  Ux- 
bridge  Road,  about  a  mile  hence,  and  from  the 
beauty  of  its  situation,  is  eminently  qualified  for  a 
summer  retreat.  Two  miles  from  Acton,  situated 
between  that  village  and  Kensington  Gravel  Pits,  Is 
Shepherd's  Bush,  a  hamlet  to  the  Parish  of  Fulham. 
It  Is  an  improving  little  place,  its  situation  is  much 
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admired,  and  it  is  the  summer  residence  of  numer- 
ous respectable  families. 

Post  Office,  Acton,  William  CoIIett,  Postmaster, 

Post,  East  Acton  Receiving  House  at  Thomas  Barnards, 

Grocer. 
Post,  Shepherd's  Bush  Receiving  House  at  Martha  Rolfes. 
Letters  arrive  and  are  dispatched  twice  a  day. 


Gentry  and  Clergy. 

Anderson,  Mi's.,  Acton. 
Antrobus,  Rev.  Wm.,  Acton. 
Bescoby,  Rd.,  Esq.,  Oldfield 

Lodge,  Acton. 
Church,  Major  Handy,  East 

Acton. 
Coombe,  Boyce,  Esq.,  Actcn. 
Croft,  Sir  Archer,  Acton. 
Curtis,  Berwick,  Esq.,  Acton. 
Davis,     Thos.,     Esq.,     East 

Acton. 
Dizney,     Sir     Moore,     East 

Acton. 
Engleheart,     J.    C.    Dilman, 

Esq.,  East  Acton. 
Evans,  R.,  Esq.,  East  Acton. 
Gardener,  Mrs.,  East  Acton. 
Geary,  Mr.  Wm.,  Acton. 
Grant,  John,  Esq.,  Acton. 
Grillion,     Pier,    Esq.,     East 

Acton. 
Hervey,  Wm.,  Esq.,  Acton. 
Lambert,  Mr.  James,  Acton 
Leaf,  Mr.  James,  Acton. 
North,      Mrs.      Mary,     East 

Acton. 
Ouvry,  Miss,  East  Acton. 
Parker,     Sir    Charles,     East 

Acton. 
Peile,  Mrs.,  Acton  Cottage. 
Selby,  Mrs.,  Acton. 
Tubbs,  The  Misses,  Acton. 
Wall,    The     Rev.     F..     East 

Acton. 
I    Wegg,  Miss,  Acton. 


Whippy,  Mr.  John,  Acton. 
White,  Richd.,  Esq.,  Acton. 
Winter,  Jolin,  Esq.,  Aeton. 
Wood,  J.    R.,    Friars    Place, 
Acton. 

Academies  and  Schools. 

Bard,     Jane     (Preparatory), 

Acton. 
Bard,  Stanlius  (Preparatory), 

Acton. 
Fowler,    Mary   Ann,    Manor 

House  Seminary. 
Infant  School,  Esther  Green, 

Mistress. 
National      School,     Frances 

Hubble,  Mistress. 
Mullins,     Felix,    Boarding 

School,  Orger  House. 

Bakers. 

Billington,  Wm,,  Acton. 
Bluck,  T.,  East  Acton. 
Clifton,  John,  Acton. 
Clifton,  Wm.,  Acton. 
Farmer,  Daniel,  Acton. 

Blacksmiths. 
Atlee,  Richard.  East  Acton. 
Smith,  Joseph,  Acton. 
Winning,  Wm.,  Acton. 

Boot  Makers. 
Ellis,  Wm.,  Acton. 
Gates,  Charles,  Acton. 
Holford,  Hy.,  Acton. 
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Lodge,  Wm.,  Acton, 
Treadaway,  Frederick,  Acton. 

Bricklayers. 

Acton,  Robt.  Jas.,  Acton. 
Bailey,  Wm.,  Acton. 
Rose,  Joseph,  Acton. 

Butchers. 

May,  Wm.  Osborne,  Acton. 
Price,  Thomas,  Acton. 

Carpenters. 

Compton  and  Milward,  Acton. 
Dorsett,  Edward,  Acton. 
Freethy,  Thos.,  Acton. 
Hayward,    George   and  Son, 

Acton. 
Pritchard,  Wm.,  Acton. 
Robinson,  Jas.,  Acton. 

Corn  Dealer. 
Adams,  Ann,  The  Mill. 

Cowkeepers. 

Barnard,  Thos.,    East  Acton. 
Biggs,  Joseph,  East  Aeton. 
Thatcher,  Joseph,  Acton. 

Dressmakers. 

Tilbury,  Clara,  Acton. 
Treadaway,  Ann,  Acton. 

Grocers  and  Dealers  in 
Sundries. 

Barnard,  Thos.,  East  Acton. 
Collett,  Wm.,  Acton. 
Cookson,  Edwd.,  Acton. 
Harding,  Benj.,  Acton. 
Holford,  Henry,  Acton. 
Jones,  Susannah,  Acton. 
Jones,  John  (and  Druggist), 

Acton, 
Marke,  Robt.,  Acton. 
Miller,  John,  Acton. 
Palmer,  Samuel,  Acton. 


Hair  Dressfr. 
Brown,  George,  Acton. 

Linen  Drapers. 

Savaker,  Samuel,  Acton. 
Tilbury,  Clara,  Acton. 

Livery  Stable  Keepers. 

Oldham,  Martin,  Acton. 
Wheeler,  Thomas,  East  Acton 

Painters  and  Glaziers. 

Clewes,  Robt.,  Acton. 
Perry,  Geo.  Parker,  Acton. 
Smith,  Margaret,  Acton. 

Surgeons. 

Clubbe,  William,  Acton. 
Day,  Henry,  Acton. 
Salt,    John     (and    Chemist), 
Acton. 

Tailors, 

Adams,  Elizabeth,  Acton. 
Barge,  James,  Acton. 
Smith,  Wm.,  Acton. 

Taverns  and  Public 
Houses. 

Anchor,  John  Wm.  Maynard 

The  George,  Martin  Oldham. 

Goldsmiths     Arms,    Thomas 
Wheeler. 

Horse    and   Groom,    Samuel- 
Mill. 

King's  Arms,  Richard  Lam- 
bourne. 

Red  Lion,  Thos,  Ives, 

White    Hart,     Esther     Far-' 
quharson. 

William  the  Fourth,   Robert 
Jas,  Acton. 
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Miscellaneous. 

Adams,  Ann,  Miller. 

Berry,  Richard,  Bookseller 

Biggs,  Joseph,  Cooper. 

Day,  Henry,  Saddler. 

Gee,  John  Charles,  Lapland 
Steyne  Mills,  Rug  Manu- 
facturers. 

Harris,  Ann  and  Mary,  China 
Dealers. 

Hirons,  Thos.,  Wheelwright. 

Williamson,  John,  Registrar 
of  Births  and  Deaths. 


Coaches  to  London. 

Joseph  Hart'  s  Coach  from 
Wycombe  calls  at  the  White 
Hart 

Thomas  Ives  Omnibuses. 


Carriers. 

John  Graham  from  his  house 

daily. 
Also    by   the   Wycombe  and 

Uxbridge  Carriers. 


I 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

I  now  propose  to  take  the  outskirts  of  the  village. 
I  have  briefly  referred  to  Acton  Green,  and  will  now 
start  again  by  mentioning  the  Lodge  (called  Merrett*s 
Lodge,  as  Mr.  Merrett  lived  there  so  many  years),  this 
being  the  entrance  to  Mill  Hill  Park,  the  road  (now 
Avenue  Road)  from  the  Turnham  Green  fields,  run- 
ning through  to  Gunnersbury  Lane.  This  road,  when 
trees  stood  on  each  side,  was  a  pleasant  park-like 
drive ;  another  lodge  stood  at  the  western  entrance,  a 
part  of  which  is  still  remaining. 

Of  the  mansion,  only  a  small  part,  the  dining- 
room,  now  exists,  embodied  in  a  smaller  house.  The 
view  from  the  south  front  terrace  walk  looked  over 
the  fields  and  market  gardens  to  Chiswick,  and  away 
to  the  Surrey  hills  (South  Acton  did  not  exist). 

Mr.  Richard  White,  the  owner,  resided  here  many 
years,  and  after  his  death,  his  widow.  They  both  took 
great  interest  in  any  good  work  in  the  parish.  Mr. 
White  died  in  the  year  1849,  and  is  buried  in  a  vault 
at  the  north-east  corner  of  the  Acton  Churchyard,  his 
first  wife  being  buried  in  one  of  the  old  Chancel  vauUs. 
During  his  widow's  residence  at  the  Park,  the  school 
treats  (the  first  in  Acton)  were  held  in  the  grounds, 
and  the  children  liberally  regaled  with  fruit  from  the 
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fine  gardens.  After  Mrs.  White's  death,  the  estate 
was  divided,  the  British  Land  Company  purchasing  a 
great  part,  and  the  house  and  a  large  amount  of  the 
land  was  bought  by  Mr.  Edward  Buxton,  who  lived 
there  for  some  years.  After  his  death  they  were  sold, 
Avenue  Gardens,  Avenue  Crescent,  and  Heathfield  Road 
being  formed  from  this  portion  of  the  estate.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Buxton  are  buried  in  the  Cemetery,  Church- 
field  Road. 

Heathfield  Lodge,  on  the  way  to  Acton  Town 
Station,  was  the  residence  of  Mr.  John  Winter  and 
his  daughters.  In  coming  into  Church  from  their 
carriage,  the  footman  always  preceded  them  with  their 
books,  opened  the  pew  door,  and  after  arranging 
books  and  hassocks,  closed  the  door,  and  returned  to 
a  less  prominent  position.  Heathfield  Lodge  was 
afterwards  occupied  by  Dr.  Royle,  his  widow  remain- 
ing there  some  years  after  his  death. 

In  Gunnersbury  Lane  for  a  long  time  lived  Mr. 
Thomas  Castle  Hiett,  son  of  Mr.  James  Hiett,  before- 
mentioned,  and  Mr.  Hirons,  coach-builder,  whose 
widow,  and  their  son,  have  occupied  the  premises  just 
as  they  did  so  many  years  ago.  (Mrs.  Hirons  passed 
away  only  this  year). 

In  going  on  to  Horn  Lane,  through  The  Steyne, 
we  notice  that  the  house  occupied  by  the  Rev.  R. 
Wintle,  Curate,  was  for  some  years  the  Wesleyan 
Chapel,    services   and   school  being  held   there  before 
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the  Gothic  building  was  erected  in  Gunnersbury  Lane. 
This  house  has  since  been  used  as  a  beerhouse. 

Facing  The  Steyne  Green  and  Almshouses  were 
the  large  premises  of  George  Hayward  and  Son, 
builders.  This  firm  did  much  work  in  horticultural 
buildings  for  Lady  Lawrence,  of  Ealing  Park,  and  for 
the  Horticultural  Society,  at  Chiswick,  and  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country,  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Lindley  and  Mr.  Glendinning,  of  The  Nurseries,  Chis- 
wick High  Road. 

The  Steyne  Mills  were  occupied  for  many  years 
by  Mr.  John  Charles  Gee,  and  afterwards  by  Mr.  John 
Deed,  of  New  Oxford  Street,  rug  manufacturer.  At 
the  time  of  the  Crimean  War  (a  very  severe  winter),  a 
large  contract  was  entered  into  by  Mr.  Deed  with  the 
Government,  to  supply  a  great  number  of  sheep  skins 
for  the  soldiers  in  the  Crimea.  The  need  was  great, 
and  the  order  long  delayed,  so  the  work  of  preparing  the 
skins  was  hurried ;  we  fixed  extra  posts  and  rails  for 
the  skins  to  be  dressed  over,  working  early  and  ^ate. 
The  men  at  their  work  had  their  leggings  and  aprons 
covered  with  icicles,  Samuel  Line  and  John  Rolfe, 
regular  men  at  the  work,  being  assisted  by  many 
others.  The  cold  I  experienced  in  using  saw  and 
hammer,  was  more  severe  than  I  have  known  before 
or  since. 

After  that  time  Messrs.  Rush  and  Co.  had  works 
Jiere,  and  now  the   Empire  Laundry  Works,   carried 
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on  by  F.  A.   Baldwin  and  Co.,  have  every  up-to-date 
improvement. 

At  the  Blue  Anchor  Inn,  for  years  the  landlord  was 
Mr.  John  William  Maynard ;  he  was  a  son  of  John 
Parsons  Maynard,  who  was  twenty-six  years  Parish 
Clerk,  and  was  for  a  time  deputy  for  his  father,  and 
at  his  father's  death,  wished  to  succeed  him,  but  Mr. 
John  Williamson,  Parish  Constable,  was  appointed. 
Mr.  Maynard  was  a  regular  attendant  at  Church  on 
Sundays,  morning  and  afternoon,  and  responded 
loudly,  which  was  not  usual  in  those  days,  except  by 
the  Parish  Clerk.  He  also  was  great  as  a  singer, 
and  was  particularly  happy  in  the  singing  of  the  **  Old 
Hundredth,"  and  the  *'  Hanover  "  and  Easter  Hymn 
tunes.  At  this  period  the  singing  was  all  fortissimo, 
any  piano  parts,  certainly  not. 

K  We  will  now  go  to  Horn  Lane,  where  stood  for 
many  years  Acton  House.  At  an  earlier  building  on 
this  site  resided  Major-General  Skippon,  in  the  year 
1655 ;  his  wife  is  buried  in  the  Chancel  of  the  Church, 
and  a  tablet  is  there  to  her  memory,  with  a  verse,  **  In 
Christ  she  overcame,  and  now  with  Christ  doth 
reigne,"  etc. 

Lysons  writes  thus  : — '*  Tradition  says  that  Lord 
Chief  Baron  Hale  was  proprietor  of  the  house,  which 
formerly  belonged  to  Major  Skippon  (perhaps  tenant 
only),  and  Bowacke,  who  wrote  an  account  of  the 
place  in  1705,  says  that  the  memory  of  Sir  Matthew 
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Hale  was  still  dear  to  the  town.  He  adds,  that  his 
house,  which  was  situated  near  the  Church,  was  then 
pulled  down." 

The  Acton  House  that  followed  was  owned  by  G. 
Nicholas  Selby,  Esq.  Mrs.  Selby,  after  his  death, 
resided  there  part  of  the  year,  but  in  the  summer 
months  it  was  let  furnished,  and  it  was  always  easy 
to  get  a  tenant,  the  pretty  rural  village,  with  its  many 
country  walks,  pleasant  fields,  green  lanes,  and  salu- 
brious air,  making  it  an  ideal  summer  retreat. 

Some    years    previously.     Dr.     Cobden,     Rector, 

writing  probably  to  a  newcomer,  says  : — 

Since  Providence  is  pleased  to  bless 

Your  state  with  plenty  to  excess. 

And  you  can  no  provision  want 

Which  Nature  craves  or  Heaven  can  grant, 

Give  over  all  the  busy  care 

Of  gain,  and  with  despatch  repair 

To  Acton  for  untainted  air  ; 

There,  happy  in  your  rural  seat, 

Where  nobles  gladly  might  retreat, 

Who,  tho'  in  haste,  their  chariots  stay. 

Envying,  yet  pleased,  while  they  survey 

Those  undisturbed  in  calm  repose 

Regain  the  health  in  town  you  lose. 

Why  with  vexation  should  you  waste 

A  life  that  hurries  on  too  fast  ? 

Why  hardly  breathe  in  stench  and  noise 

When  Paradise  is  in  your  choice  ? 

After  Mrs.  Selby's  death,  among  other  residents 
at  Acton  House  were  Mr.  Dean,  Mr.  Pearson,  and  Mr. 
Goodfellow. 

Derwentwater  House  was  supposed  to  have  been 
the  residence  of  the  Countess  of  Derwentwater  for  a 
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time,  when  the  Earl  of  Derwentwater  was  beheaded  on 
Tower  Hill.  Miss  Shipley,  in  her  "  Tale  of  Old  Acton," 
tells  the  legend  that  the  Earl's  body  was  stealthily  con- 
veyed from  the  Tower  to  Acton,  and  into  the  grounds 
by  the  iron  gates  in  the  Lammas  Church  fields,  and 
deposited  for  a  brief  period  in  the  shrubbery  of  Der- 
wentwater Estate,  until  it  was  safe  to  remove  it  to  the 
final  resting-place  at  Dilston  Towers.  The  obelisk 
now  in  Acton  Park,  marked  the  temporary  grave. 

In  later  years,  Mr.  Kelly  lived  at  Derwentwater 
House.  When  the  Reform  Bill  was  passed,  in  the 
year  1832,  he  gave  a  dinner  of  roast  beef  and  plum 
pudding,  ad  lib.,  to  as  many  as  liked  to  be  present, 
in  the  field  adjoining  the  house.  After  the  dinner, 
he  was  chaired  round  the  village,  the  Steyne,  and 
High  Street,  and  a  great  bonfire  was  lighted  to  end 
the  day's  proceedings. 

Both  the  Kellys  and  Selbys  were  Roman  Catholic 
families,  the  Chapel  being  in  King  Street.  The  Selbys 
entered  same  by  a  private  door  from  the  garden, 
reached  by  a  subterranean  passage  from  Acton  House 
under  the  Horn  Lane  Road. 

Derwentwater  Field,  in  its  last  years,  had  many 
pleasant  gatherings,  such  as  flower  shows,  school 
treats,  etc.,  and  among  the  residents  of  Derwentwater 
House  were  Sir  Archer  Croft,  Miss  Benfield,  Mr. 
D'Avigdor,  and  Alderman  Hubbard. 
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The  house  next  the  Rectory,  now  the  Lads'  Club, 
was  once  the  abode  of  Madame  Garway,  and  for  some 
years  of  Mr.  F.  Clinton  Mundy  and  family;  Mrs. 
Mundy  was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  W.  Antrobus. 
This  house  was  afterwards  a  ladies'  school,  presided 
over  by  the  Misses  Robinson,  succeeded  by  the  Misses 
James.  The  house  was  the  property  of  the  Rev.  G. 
Bohun  Coulcher,  one  time  an  Assistant  Curate  of 
Acton ;  his  predecessors  date  back  in  the  Parish  to  the 
year  1799.       Mr.  Coulcher  died  in  1912. 

The  Rectory  adjoining,  was  built  by  the  Rev.  W. 
Hall,  who  was  Rector  from  the  year  1719  to  1726,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Cobden,  Archdeacon  of  London, 
and  Chaplain  to  King  George  II.  He  preached  the 
sermon  at  the  Consecration  of  St.  George's  Church, 
Hanover  Square,  on  March  18th,  1724;  subject,  **  The 
holiness  of  Churches,"  Psalm  cxiii.,  5.  He  published 
a  volume  of  his  sermons  and  various  poems.  The 
Rectors  following  Dr.  Cobden  were  the  Rev.  George 
Berkeley,  the  Rev.  Philip  Cocks,  the  Rev.  W.  Antro- 
bus, the  Rev.  John  Smith,  the  Rev.  E.  Parry,  the  Rev. 
C.  M.  Harvey,  and  the  present  Rector,  the  Rev.  G.  S. 
De  Sausmarez. 

A  monument  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cobden  is  in  the 
South  Chapel,  to  the  Rev.  Philip  Cocks  in  the  Clergy 
Vestry,  to  the  Rev.  W.  Antrobus  and  the  Rev.  J. 
Smith  in  the  Chancel,  and  to  the  Bishop  of  Dover,  Dr. 
Parry,  in  the  South  Chapel. 
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After  the  death  of  Mr.  Antrobus,  In  the  year  1853, 
the  Rectory  underwent  many  alterations  and  great 
repairs. 

We  now  come  to  Springfield  Park,  "  Springfield  " 
being  the  principal  scene  of  Miss  Shipley's  *'  Tale  of 
Old  Acton." 

Of  later  years  the  Rev.  Edmund  Antrobus,  eigh- 
teen years  Curate,  lived  here ;  afterwards,  his  elder 
brother,  W.  T.  Antrobus,  Esq.,  who  died  in  the  year 
1877.  After  his  death,  the  occupier  was  Mr.  F. 
Jones,  then  Dr.  Lingham,  many  years  Rector's  Church- 
warden, who  died  in  the  year  1903;  since  then,  Mr. 
F.  A.   Baldwin  has  been  the  resident  owner. 

A  memorial  brass  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev. 
Edmund  Antrobus  and  his  wife  is  in  the  Chancel  of 
the  Church. 

Springfield  House,  Horn  Lane,  built  by  Mr. 
Hervey,  and  occupied  by  him  or  his  mother,  Mrs. 
Eliza  Hervey,  has  since  been  lived  in  by  Mr.  Custance, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall ;  Mrs.  Stewart  residing  there  at  the 
present  time. 

The  Lodge  was  once  the  dwelling  place,  I  have 
been  told,  of  Mr.  Henslow  (to  whose  memory  a  hand- 
some marble  tablet  is  in  the  Gallery  Porch  of  the 
Church),  also  Mrs.  Hervey,  mentioned  above.  It 
was  also  the  home  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  and  for  many 
years  of  Mr.  Scott  Turner,  and  afterwards  of  his  widow 


90  RECORDS  AND   RECOLLECTIONS   OF  ACTON. 

for  some  time.  Mrs.  Turner,  during  the  time  of  their 
residence  there,  was  quite  the  Lady  Bountiful  of  the 
village;  both  she  and  her  daughters  were  most  kind 
to  the  Almshouse  folk  and  the  Steyne  residents,  and 
their  thoughtfulness  for  the  poor  of  Acton  has  been 
carried  on  by  their  family  since  they  left  the  Parish. 

Mr.  Beldam  then  purchased  the  property,  and  lived 
at  The  Lodge,  and  was  Parish  Churchwarden  for  some 
years.  This  estate,  like  so  many  more,  is  now  fast 
being  covered  with  houses. 

Springfield  Cottage  opposite  (now  demolished), 
was  for  many  years  the  home  of  Mrs.  Peile,  sister  to 
the  Rev.  W.  Antrobus,  and  after  her  death  her 
daughter  lived  there ;  a  marble  tablet  to  their  memory 
is  in  the  North  Aisle  of  the  Church. 

Miss  Selina  Payne,  who  bequeathed  £1,000  to 
the  Almshouse  Endowment  Fund,  was  the  next 
occupant. 


I 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

The  walk  from  Horn  Lane  through  the  four  fields 
to  Friars'  Place,  was  a  very  pleasant  one.  Many 
people  will  remember  the  school  treats  held  in  the  first 
field,  lent  by  Mrs.  Scott  Turner. 

On  the  left  we  come  to  "  Shalimar  "  ;  the  house 
was  approached  by  a  carriage  drive;  a  part  of  the 
Lodge  at  the  entrance  is  still  remaining. 

The  residents  here  were  Mr.  Whippey  in  1840; 
Mr.  Pakenham,  cousin  of  the  Earl  of  Longford,  who 
died  in  the  year  1846,  and  is  buried  ia  Acton  Church- 
yard ;  Mr.  Samuel  Rickards,  and  afterwards  his 
daughters,  the  Misses  Rickards,  who  placed  a  beauti- 
ful stained-glass  window  in  the  North  Aisle  of  the 
Parish  Church  to  the  memory  of  their  father  and 
mother,  who  died  at  **  Shalimar,"  and  are  buried  at 
Kensal  Green  Cemetery.  Mr.  Rickards  was  very 
delighted  with  "  Shalimar*';  at  that  time  there  were 
not  any  houses  between  what  is  now  Creswick  Road 
and  Friars'  Place.  There  was  no  railway  station, 
but  just  beyond  the  railway  a  small  cluster  of  white 
thatched-cottages,  which  Mr.  Rickards  said  made  him 
think  he  was  quite  in  the  country. 
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The  house  was  afterwards  tenanted  by  Mr.  Tre- 
herne  and  Mrs.  Treadaway,  and  later  by  Mrs.  Pierce, 
who  had  a  very  successful  girls'  school  there,  which 
she  styled  Queen's  College. 

Friars'  Place  Farm  was  originally  tenanted  by 
the  Stevensons,  and  the  Weedens,  whose  names  ap- 
pear in  the  Parish  Books  for  years ;  their  tombstones 
are  still  standing  in  the  Churchyard,  but  are  gradually 
crumbling  away.  Their  large  farm  afterwards  became 
the  property  of  Mr.  James  Wood,  and  of  Mrs.  Medley, 
who  was  bailiff  for  the  farm  for  some  time,  later,  of 
Mr.  Francis  Hamilton,  who  was  Rector's  Church- 
warden for  a  considerable  number  of  years.  During 
Mrs.  Medley's  farming,  large  quantities  of  hay  were 
made,  the  fields  reaching  away  to  Ealing  and  Twyford. 
A  great  number  of  haymakers  came  there  for  the  sea- 
son, and  for  some  years  Mrs.  Medley  paid  them  at  the 
Goldsmiths'  Arms  Inn,  East  Acton,  Mr.  Thomas 
Wheeler,  the  landlord,  being  a  relative.  She  also 
engaged  a  band  of  music  on  Saturdays  to  accompany 
the  proceedings ;  no  doubt,  too  much  of  the  earnings 
were  spent  there. 

The  three  houses,  since  called  "  Friars'  Place," 
**  The  Friars,"  and  **  Rosebank,"  were  all  spoken  of 
as  **  Friars'  Place."  In  the  old  Parish  Books, 
**  Prior's  Place  "  was  the  ancient  name.  Mr.  Wing- 
field  and  a  Mr.  Blount  and  his  wife  and  daughter  were 
residents  there  from  1786  till  1814,  and  afterwards  a 
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family  of  the  name  of  White.       Mr.   Blount  died  in 
the  year  1787. 

Mr.  Robert  Tubbs,  an  owner,  who  lived  there, 
died  in  the  year  1810.  The  Tubbs  family  also  owned 
the  large  estate  at  Harlesden,  near  Willesden  Junction, 
a  large  mansion  with  spacious  grounds,  which 
are  now  covered  with  streets  of  houses.  The 
Tubbs'  family  resting-place  is  in  Acton  Church- 
yard, a  granite  tomb,  in  place  of  an  old 
one,  much  decayed,  having  been  placed  a  few 
years  ago.  The  Misses  Henrietta  and  Mary  Tubbs 
lived  for  many  years  at  the  house,  since  called  "  Rose- 
bank." 

Miss  Mary  Tubbs,  some  years  before  her  death, 
frequently  visited  the  Almshouses,  and  might  be  seen 
with  a  very  large  muff,  in  which  she  carried  flannel 
garments,  etc.,  for  the  Almshouse  folk.  When  she 
was  unable  to  do  this,  I  was  the  bearer  of  half-crowns 
to  them  many  times,  and  was  strictly  enjoined  to  re- 
member the  text,  "  Let  not  thy  left  hand  know  what 
thy  right  hand  doeth." 

In  my  monthly  Sunday  visits  to  Miss  Tubbs  when 
a  boy,  I  had  to  repeat  the  Collect  for  the  Sunday,  and 
to  read  aloud  the  Epistle  and  Gospel  for  the  day ;  after- 
wards I  was  allowed  to  look  at  pictures  from  Punch, 
by  John  Leech.  More  than  once  I  was  told  that  I 
read  too  fast,  wanting  to  get  to  the  humorous  pictures. 
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I  am  afraid  this  was  so.       As  a  Sunday  duty,  I  also 

wrote  a  number  of  slips  for  book-markers,   with  the 

quotation  from  Keble's  Christian  Year  : — 

"  Then  turn  thee  for  thy  time  is  short, 
Lest  idle  pleasures  court 
Thy  heedless  soul  astray." 

After  Miss  Tubbs'  death,  the  occupiers  of  their 
house  were  Mr.  Rogers,  Mr.""  William  Wood,  and  Mr. 
Bishop.  Mr.  Wood  was  connected  with  the  Great 
Western  Railway  Company.  The  ofldcials  raised  a 
subscription  at  his  death,  and  placed  a  stained-glass 
window  in  the  South  Aisle  of  the  Parish  Church  to  his 
memory.  He  died  October  26th,  1868,  and  is  buried 
in  a  vault  in  the  Churchyard  ;  also  his  mother,  and  his 
sister,  Mrs.  Pitts. 

At  "  The  Friars,"  now  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
dwelt  Mr.  Learmouth,  and,  for  many  years,  Mr. 
Charles  Berwick  Curtis,  the  head  of  the  firm  of  Curtis 
and  Harvey,  of  the  Powder  Mills,  Hounslow.  Mr. 
Curtis  was  Rector's  Churchwarden  for  some  time ;  one 
of  his  sons  was  killed  in  the  Crimean  War;  a  marble 
tablet  is  placed  in  St.  Mary's  Church  to  his  memory. 

After  Mr.  Curtis  and  his  family  removed  to  Eaton 
Square,  Dr.  Nesbitt  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Bonnin  lived  at  this 
house. 

At  the  house  called  **  Friars'  Place  "  (now  demo- 
lished), Mr.  Robert  Tubbs  once  resided,  and  some 
years  later,  Mr.  Emanuel  and  Mr.  Allison,  silk  mer- 
chant, of  Regent  Street. 
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Farther  northward,  Acton  Wells  House  was  the 
abode  of  Mr.  Thomas  and  Mr.  William  Church ;  they 
both  died  there,  and  the  tomb  and  brass  to  their  memory 
are  at  St.  Mary's  Church. 

The  renowned  Wells  were  very  near  the  house. 
While  doing  some  repairs  there  about  the  year  1856, 
we  opened  three  wells.  The  brickwork  was  much 
decayed ;  the  water  had  a  slight  brackish  taste, 
but,  evidently,  since  the  formation  of  the  North  London 
Railway,  land  water  percolated  into  the  Wells. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Leaving  *'  Friars'  Place,"  after  passing  St.  Dun- 
stan's  Church  and  Vicarage,  we  come  to  "  The  Elms,'' 
or  Elms  House.  This  was  the  residence  of  Mr.  Pier 
Grillion,  afterwards  of  Mr.  Donald,  of  St.  James's 
Hall,  Piccadilly,  Mr.  South,  veterinary  surgeon,  and 
Mr.  Rome,  a  member  of  the  Acton  Local  Board. 

The  Goldsmiths'  Arms  Inn,  before  referred  to,  has 
now  given  way  to  a  modern  building. 

The  shop  next  was  kept  by  Mr.  Charles  Bluck, 
baker,  and  for  some  time  was  the  Post  Office. 

In  the  adjoining  cottages  one  tenant  for  many 
years  was  Nelhams,  an  Acton  name  for  over  200  years. 

One  of  the  older  cottages  next  was  Mr.  Thomas 
Barnard's,  general  shop  and  Post  Office,  and  since 
then  altered  into  a  schoolroom.  Service  was  held 
there  on  Sunday  afternoons  by  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Ouvry 
North  before  the  East  Acton  School  was  built,  then 
for  some  time  an  Evening  Service  was  held  on  Sun- 
days, at  the  new  school  by  the  Clergy  from  St.  Mary's 
Church,  Acton. 

Hindley  House,  so  named  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
Charles  Hindley's  residence  there,  was  for  a  good 
while  the  dwelling  place  of  J.  C.  Dilman  Engleheart, 
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Esq.,  who,  at  the  time  of  the  alteration  to  Acton 
Church  In  the  years  1836-7,  was  Rector's  Church- 
warden. He  regretted  so  much  to  see  the  interior  of 
the  old  Gothic  building  destroyed,  that  he  urged  for 
two  arches  at  the  west  end,  and  tw^o  of  the  large  round 
pillars  to  remain,  to  show  a  part  of  the  ancient  Church 
of  date  about  1550.  They  had  to  be  removed,  how- 
ever, at  the  re-building  in  the  year  1866. 

Next  Hindley  House  was  the  one  now  called 
**  Whitehouse  ";  it  was  built  by  Mrs.  Mary  North,  on 
the  site  of  an  old  gabled  house,  and  the  Bull's  Head 
Inn  that  adjoined.  This  property  had  belonged  to 
Bright  Hemmlngs,  Esq.,  who  was  Churchwarden  as 
one  of  the  Register  Books  states  on  the  cover,  **  Bright 
Hemmlngs  and  John  Cordy,  Churchwardens,  1794." 
A  tablet  Is  In  Acton  Church  to  his  and  his  wife's 
memory.  Mr.  Hemmlngs  died  August  7th,  1800; 
Mrs.  Hemmlngs,  May  27th,  1821. 

To  return  to  the  old  gabled  house.  I  was 
favoured,  in  the  year  1910,  by  Miss  Ouvry,  with  a 
photograph  of  an  old  picture  of  the  house,  and  two 
photographs  of  East  Acton  village,  and  the  following 
information  : — 

**  About  the  year  1800,  John  Delamain,  Esq., 
oi  Berners  Street,  London,  occupied  a  house  on  the 
site  which  is  now  Mrs.  Spence's  house,  as  his  sum- 
mer residence,  and  soon  after  the  above  date  sold  it 
to  John  North,  Esq.,  who  re-built  the  present  house, 
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East  Acton  House.  After  his  death  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Mary  North,  decided  to  sell  this  house,  and 
have  one  built  on  the  site  of  Mr.  Hemmings'  old 
gabled  house,  Mr.  North  having  purchased  it,  and 
Mrs.  North  laid  the  first  brick  of  the  building,  now 
the  White  House,  about  the  year  1820,  and  lived 
there  till  her  death  in  1858."  After  that  the  Rev. 
J.  N.  Ouvry  North,  Rural  Dean  of  Ealing,  and  his 
sister.  Miss  Francisca  Ingram  Ouvry,  resided  there. 
Miss  Ouvry  was  the  author  of  books  relating  to  the 
Huguenots — *  Arnold  Delahaize,'  '  Henri  de  Rohan,* 
and  *  Hubert  Montreuil.'  Miss  Ouvry  died  May 
1st,  1876,  and  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Ouvry  North,  Novem- 
ber 4th,  1876.  After  his  death,  Mrs.  Sibson,  his 
sister,  widow  of  Dr.  vSibson,  physician,  of  Brook 
Street,  London,  dwelt  here  till  her  death  in  1898. 
Mrs.  North,  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Ouvry  North,  and  Miss 
F.  I.  Ouvry  are  buried  in  Acton  Churchyard,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Sibson  in  the  Cemetery,  Churchfield  Road, 
Acton. 

Mr.  Ouvry  North  had  been  Vicar  of  Mentmore, 
Bucks,  and  during  his  residence  there  he  restored  the 
Church  and  built  a  substantial  Vicarage  House.  He 
resigned  his  living,  and  returned  to  his  native  place 
in  the  year  1860. 

Of  his  work  here,  I  give  an  extract  from  a  sermon 
preached  at  St.  Mary's,  Acton,  on  November  12th, 
1876,  by  the  Rev.   Prebendary  Harvey  (then  Rector), 


RECORDS  AND   RECOLLECTIONS   OF  ACTON.      99 

from  the  text,  Phllippians  I.,  2,  "To  me  to  live  Is 
Christ,  and  to  die  Is  gain."  In  the  course  of  his  ser- 
mon he  said  : — 

**  We  should  live  unto  Christ.  But  some  may 
say  it  Is  Impossible,  looking  at  the  world  as  it  is. 
Brethren,  I  think  the  history  of  that  life,  whose  end 
we  all  must  mourn  as  a  personal  loss  to  ourselves, 
should  lead  us  to  think  very  differently.  Of  him 
it  may  be  truly  said,  *  To  live  was  Christ.'  He  was 
indeed  called  to  be  a  minister  of  Christ,  and  as  such 
it  might  be  said,  of  course,  specially,  that  it  was  the 
business  of  his  life  to  preach  Christ  and  Him  cruci- 
fied. Yet  from  his  position  in  life  for  many  years, 
of  late  with  no  special  charge,  he  was  free  to  mix 
more  in  the  duties  and  pleasures  of  social  life.  And 
yet  we  know  how  his  life  was  spent  In  the  midst  of 
us,  ever  doing  good  and  speaking  good.  Christ 
assuredly  was  in  his  life,  Christ  was  on  his  lips.  How 
he  gave  to  Christ's  poor,  our  own  Parish  will  learn 
more  day  by  day,  how  he  gave  of  his  means  in  the 
cause  of  Christ,  there  is  not  a  Parish  In  the  Rural 
Deanery  that  cannot  bear  abundant  witness.  Here, 
in  this  Church,  have  we  abundant  proof  of  his  large- 
hearted  charity ;  here,  at  least,  his  name  can  never 
be  forgotten,  while  the  general  simplicity,  the  kind- 
hearted  unselfishness  which  marked  his  every  act 
and  word,  must  make  the  memory  of  him  In  his 
home  very  dear  to  all  who  knew  him  there,  and  the 
mainspring   of  it   all   at   home   and   abroad   was,    I 
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believe,  certainly,  love  of  Christ,  a  firm  belief  that 
what  he  had  was  given  to  be  used  in  Christ's  ser- 
vice, and  that  hand  and  tongue  should  ever  be  used 
for  God's  glory,  that  in  all  the  events  of  social  life, 
as  well  as  In  its  serious  duties,  the  love  of  Christ 
must  constrain  him,  he  must  *  live  to  Christ,'  and 
for  such  the  Apostle's  words  are  assuredly  true, 
*  To  die  is  gain.'  " 

I  have  felt  that  I  must  insert  the  above,  as  for 
some  years,  In  my  position  at  the  Church,  I  was  con- 
stantly meeting  Mr.  North,  and  his  kindness  to  me  ^n 
a  serious  illness  that  I  had,  makes  his  memory  very 
dear  indeed  to  me. 

We  now  pass  to  the  next  house,  which  for  many 
years  has  been  the  property  of  the  Ouvry  family,  Peter 
Ouvry,  Esq.,  having  purchased  it  in  the  year  1797, 
with  three  timber-built  cottages  adjoining,  which  stood 
till  of  late  years.  Mr.  Ouvry  died  in  the  year  1808, 
and  his  wife,  Francisca,  in  the  year  1809,  and  were 
buried  In  a  vault  In  the  old  Chancel  of  Acton  Church, 
which  now  forms  a  part  of  the  east  end  of  the  Nave  of 
the  present  Church.  Their  son,  Peter  Aime  Ouvry, 
Esq.,  lived  at  East  Acton  part  of  the  year,  and  died 
in  the  year  1830,  his  wife,  Sarah  Amelia,  in  1857 ;  their 
vault  is  in  the  Churchyard.  I  have  alluded  to  the 
memorial  window  to  their  memory,  which  so  much 
adorns  the  Parish  Church. 
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For  some  years  Mr.  Ouvry's  house  was  let  to 
Spencer  Clay,  Esq.,  afterwards  to  Captain  Burnett,  and 
Mr.  Bruyere  till  the  year  1885,  when  the  Rev.  Peter 
Thomas  Ouvry,  Vicar  of  Wing,  Buckinghamshire,  who 
was  the  eldest  son  of  Peter  Aime  Ouvry,  retired  to 
East  Acton,  where  he  lived  until  his  death  on  June  2nd, 
1891.  His  interment  took  place  at  Wing,  where  he 
had  been  Vicar  about  thirty-five  years ;  his  daughters, 
Miss  Francisca  and  Miss  Ethel  Ouvry,  now  reside  at 
this  house. 

A  few  years  ago  a  handsome  brass,  with  the  armo- 
rial bearings  of  the  family,  was  placed  in  the  South 
Aisle  of  the  Church,  with  the  following  inscriptions  : — 

**  In  memory  of  Peter  Thomas  Ouvry,  M.A.,  J. P., 
of  East  Acton,  for  35  years  Vicar  of  Wing, 
Buckinghamshire.  Born  19th  October,  1811  ; 
died,  2nd  June,  1891." 

**  Henry  Aim^  Ouvry,  C.B.,  Colonel  (late)  9th 
Queen's  Royal  Lancers.  Born,  10th  March, 
1813;  died,   12th  February,   1899." 

"  Frederic  Ouvry,  F.S.A.  Born,  20th  October, 
1814;  died,  26th  June,  1881." 

"  John  North  Ouvry  North,  M.A.,  Rural  Dean  of 
Ealing.  Born,  13th  January,  1817  ;  died,  4th 
November,  1876." 

**  Francisca  Ingram  Ouvry.  Born,  29th  Novem- 
ber, 1818;  died,  1st  May,  1876." 
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*'  Sarah  Mary  Sibson,  wife  of  Francis  Sibson, 
M.D.,  F.R.S.  Born,  13th  May,  1822;  died, 
22nd  January,   1898." 

Children  of  Peter  Aimd  Ouvry,  and  Sarah  Amelia 
Ouvry,  of  East  Acton,  whose  grand-children  and  great- 
grand-children  have  erected  this  token  of  their  affec- 
tionate remembrance,  A.D.   1899. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

The  next  house  to  the  residence  of  the  Ouvry 
family  (now  the  Golf  Club)  was  the  home  of  the  Bram- 
ley  family,  they  having  lived  there  from  the  year  1689. 
Their  family  vault  is  in  Acton  Churchyard,  the  first 
inscription  on  the  tomb  being  : — 

"  Thomas  Bramley,  of  this  Parish,  Yeoman,  died 
11th  day  of  August,  An  Domini,  1689;  aged 
66  years." 

Then  follows  : — 

**  John  and  Marmaduke,  sons.  John  died,  Oct. 
3rd,  1733,  aged  67;  Marmaduke,  died  Febry. 
5th,  1738,  aged  68." 

Their  names  appear  in  the  Church  Books  as  being 
present  at  Vestry  meetings. 

A  marble  tablet  in  the  South  Aisle  of  the  Church 
is  to  the  memory  of  a  later  Thomas  Bramley,  Esq.,  of 
East  Acton,  who  died  June  13th,  1807,  aged  75  years. 

After  his  death  the  property  was  held  some  time 
by  Mr.  Robert  Bagshaw,  and  the  house,  with  some 
land,  was  purchased  in  September,  1823,  by  Thomas 
Davis,  Esq.,  who  resided  here  twenty-eight  years. 
The  house  formerly  had  a  red  brick  front,  and  Mr. 
Davis  had  it  altered  to  its  present  appearance,  so  his 
daughter,  Miss  Davis,  told  me. 
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I  remember  Mr.  Davis  standing  on  the  Church- 
yard wall  by  King  Street,  at  the  time  of  the  Chartist 
Riots,  and  addressing  a  large  number  of  the  trades- 
people of  the  village,  who  had  just  received  constable 
staves,  and  been  sworn  in  at  the  Vestry  Room  of  the 
Church.  He  told  them  that  in  the  event  of  any  ap- 
proach of  the  Chartists,  in  the  night,  the  large  bell  of 
the  Church  would  be  rung  to  call  them  together.  For- 
tunately, this  had  not  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Davis  removed  from  East  Acton  later  on ;  he 
died  February  2nd,  1866,  and  is  buried  at  Fisherton 
Delamere,  Wiltshire.  A  brass  is  placed  in  the  Church 
to  his  memory,  near  a  marble  tablet  to  the  memory 
of  his  wife,  who  died  at  East  Acton,  in  the  year  1840, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Church  in  a  vault,  with  her 
father  and  mother. 

To  the  memory  of  John  Houseman,  Esq.,  who  died 
in  the  year  1837,  and  Mrs.  Houseman,  in  the  year 
1842,  a  marble  tablet  is  placed  in  the  North  Aisle ; 
they  were  long  residents  at  East  Acton. 

After  Mr.  Davis  left  the  village,  Mr.  Anderson, 
the  Rev.  W.  Arthur,  Wesleyan  Minister,  and  since 
then,  Mr.  Toynbee,  lived  at  this  house. 

The  old  house  next  was  the  Farm  House  for  many 
years  of  Mr.  Thomas  Young ;  he  was  Parish  Church- 
warden. He  farmed  a  great  deal  of  land,  and  was  a 
familiar  figure  on  his  white  cob,  riding  over  the  Church 
fields,  Turnham  fields,  East  fields,  and  South  fields. 
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In  the  year  1859,  alterations  began,  an  order  being- 
issued  of  the  Inclosure  Commissioners  of  England  and 
Wales  for  the  division  of  inter-mixed  lands  in  the 
Parish  of  Acton,  which  referred  to  the  above  fields. 
This  came  to  a  settlement  about  the  year  1867,  Mr. 
Young  died  December  27th,  1866,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Cemetery,  Churchfield  Road. 

In  passing  lower  down  the  village,  we  find  the 
large  pond,  which  has  been  filled  up,  and  **  The 
Grange,"  which  was  once  the  residence  of  Mr.  Franklin, 
whose  name  so  often  appears  in  the  Church  Records. 

Many  years  after  Mr.  Weston  lived  here,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arrowsmith,  and  their  large  family  ;  since 
then  there  have  been  several  tenants. 

East  Acton  House  I  have  alluded  to  before.  The 
Rev.  F.  Wall  and  Mr.  Weir  resided  there,  and  after- 
wards  Edwin  Potter,  Esq.,  who  was  Rector's  Church- 
warden, followed  by  Joseph  Spence,  Esq.,  who  kindly 
took  the  office  of  President  of  the  Acton  Philanthropic 
Society.  He  always  assisted  in  any  work  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  poor,  and  this  help  has  been  continued  since 
his  death  by  Mrs.  Spence. 

At  the  next  house  lived  Mr.  Thornton,  and  then 
Mr.  Henry  Lofts ;  adjoining  were  two  large  old  cot- 
tages, now  cleared  away  ;  in  one  dwelt,  for  many  years, 
Michael  Hempston,  and  later,  his  widow  and 
daughters ;  they  were  much  respected  in  East  Acton 
village.        Mr.    Hempston   was   coachman   for   a   long 
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time  to  T.  Davis,  Esq.  A  brass  in  the  Choir  Vestry 
of  St.  Mary's  Church  marks  the  spot  of  his  burial 
place. 

Next  to  the  old  cottages  lived,  for  some  years, 
Mrs.  Gardner,  sister  to  J.  C.  Oilman  Engleheart,  Esq., 
followed  by  Mrs.  Wing. 

At  **The  Beeches,"  Miss  Ouvry,  Mr.  Hodkinson, 
Mr.  Timmins,  and,  of  late  years,  Mr.  Sutton,  have 
resided. 

In  passing  to  the  Manor  House,  or  nov^,  rather, 
the  grounds,  one  misses  the  old  village  smithy,  where 
for  so  long  Richard  Atlee  carried  on  the  business  of 
blacksmith  and  farrier.  As  a  farrier,  he  was  con- 
sidered an  expert ;  gentlemen  for  miles  round  entrusted 
him  with  the  shoeing  of  their  horses.  After  his  death, 
his  son  Charles  carried  on  the  business  for  a  consider- 
able time. 

The  Manor  House  is  supposed  to  have  been  built 
by  Edward,  Lord  Conway.  This  gallant  gentleman 
was  knighted  by  the  Earl  of  Essex  at  the  sacking  of 
Cadiz,  in  the  year  1596,  where  he  commanded  a  Regi- 
ment of  Foot  He  served  under  King  James  as  one 
of  his  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  was  created  Baron 
Conway  in  1625,  and  appointed  Captain  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight  on  December  8th  of  the  same  year.  King 
Charles  continued  him  in  his  Secretaryship,  and  be- 
stowed upon  him  an  Irish  Viscountancy.  As  a  fur- 
ther proof  of  the  King's  favour,  he  was  created  Vis- 
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count  Conway  of  Conway,  in  1628  (Dugdale).  He 
was  shortly  afterwards  appointed  Lord  President  of  the 
Council;  he  died  in  1631. 

Katherine,  Lady  Conway,  lived  at  the  Manor 
House,  died  there  June  30th,  1639,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Chancel  of  Acton  Church.  A  marble  slab  over 
the  vault  was  inscribed  : — 

"  Underneath  lyeth  the  body  of  the  Lady  Kathe- 
rine, Viscountess  Conway,  the  late  wife  of 
the  Honourable  Edward,  Lord  Viscount 
Conway,  deceased,  she  being  aged  about  74 
years,  whose  monument  is  near  hereunto 
annexed.  (She  was  the  daughter  of  Giles 
Heriblock,  of  Ghent,  in  Flanders)." 

This  monument  is  now  in  the  Tower  Porch,  and 
has  inscribed  on  it  the  following  verse  : — 

The  Poor  who  did  thy  life  in  Prayer  befriend 

And  on  thy  Funeral  herse  in  teares  attend 

Show  their  devotion  still  and  send  on  high 

Their  Prayers  for  thy  blessed  Charitie. 

May  thy  example  others  teach  to  give 

That  when  they  die  their  fame  (like  thine)  may  live. 

This  lady  left  several  sums  for  the  Poor  of  Acton, 
as  recorded  in  the  list  of  Charities.  The  Manor 
House  has  had  a  goodly  number  of  residents.  From 
the  old  Assessment  Book,  marked  No.  2,  there  is  a 
copy,  evidently  made  from  an  earlier  book  (No.  1, 
unfortunately,  is  missing),  as  follows  : — 

"These  persons  lived   at  the  Great   House  at 
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East  Acton,  commencing  with  the  Lady  Conway,  in 
the  year  1634,  and  afterwards  these  names  : — 

''  Sir  John  Ashfield,  The  Lady  Ashfield,  Alder- 
man Perryn,  Sir  Thomas  Vyner,  Sir  Thomas  Cooke 
and  The  Lady  Cooke — brass  in  the  Church  to  their 
memory,  they  being  buried  in  the  Chancel. 

**  (In  the  Parish  Register,  in  the  year  1684,  is 
an  entry  : — Lady  Cooke  paid  for  not  burying  her 
son  in  woollen,  £2  10s.  Od.,  this  disbursed  for  the 
poor). 

"  Mr.  Lamb,  The  Duchess  of  Hamilton. 

"  (The  Register  records,  May,  1739.— Buried, 
Sy-Key,  a  black  girl,  from  her  grace,  the  Duchess 
of  Hamilton's). 

"The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Donegal,  Bright 
Hemmings,  Esq.,  Martin  Dyson,  Esq.,  Rev.  Dr. 
Hall,  Lady  Strange,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Graves  (in  the 
year  1814." 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

In  the  year  1845  Sir  Moore  DIzney  (whom  I  re- 
member seeing  in  the  large  square  pew  that  belonged 
to  the  Manor  House  in  the  old  Church),  Mr.  Walker, 
and  Mr.  Walton  w^ere  the  last  tenants  of  this  old 
residence. 

Alderman  Perryn  purchased  this  property  from 
Sir  Richard  Ashfield.  In  his  will  he  says  : — *'  I  have 
lately  purchased  from  Sir  Richard  Ashfield,  Knight,  a 
mansion,  house,  messuage,  or  tenement,  with  five, 
several  farms,  messuage  tenements,  barns,  stables, 
outhouses,  orchards,  yards,  gardens,  and  several  pieces 
of  land  at  East  Acton."  He  then  goes  on  to  say,  he 
bequeaths  the  same  to  his  loving  wife,  Alice  Perryn, 
for  her  natural  life,  and  after  her  decease  to  the 
Wardens  and  Commonalty  of  the  Mystery  of  Gold- 
smiths, of  the  City  of  London,  **  whereof  I  am  a  mem- 
ber, and  to  their  successive  Wardens  and  Commonalty 
of  the  said  Company  for  ever."  A  tablet,  unfortu- 
nately shorn  of  an  alabaster  and  marble  bordering,  is 
on  the  west  wall  of  Acton  Church,  erected  to  his 
memory  by  his  wife.  On  the  tablet  is  recorded  many 
benefactions,  which  include  £10  a  year  to  the  poor  of 
Acton.  For  some  years  this  was  given  in  small  sums 
of  money,  of  which  there  are  several  lists  in  the  book 
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from  which  the  extract  of  the  names  of  Manor  House 
residents  is  taken. 

In  passing  from  here  to  Manor  Farm,  we  find  that 
the  ancient  main  entrance,  that  stood  back  from  the 
road,  which  was  a  picture  in  itself,  the  beautiful  red 
brick  piers  surmounted  by  stone  balls  and  capitals,  has 
been  hidden  by  an  ugly  piece  of  brick  wall.  Just 
beyond,  a  small  stone  may  be  seen  at  the  base  of  the 
old  wall.  I  have  been  told  that  it  was  at  this  point 
that  a  leaden  pipe,  which  conveyed  water  200  years 
ago,  from  the  spring  in  Church  fields,  to  the  Manor 
House,  entered  the  grounds.  This  pipe  has  been 
found  and  taken  up  at  different  points  from  time  to 
time. 

The  spring  formerly  had  a  small  building  over  it 
in  the  Lammas  fields ;  there  is  abundance  of  water  at 
that  point  now.  The  late  Dr.  Garrett  placed  a  pump 
at  the  spot  for  the  use  of  his  garden. 

Manor  Farm  was  rented  for  many  years  by  Mr. 
Simeon  Wright ;  he  was  for  a  long  time  Parish  Church- 
warden at  the  same  period  as  Mr.  Edwin  Potter, 
of  East  Acton,  before-^mentioned,  was  Rector's 
Churchwarden. 

The  Goldsmiths'  Almshouses,  with  the  fine  cedar 
trees,  the  pleasant  fore-courts,  and  gardens  at  the 
back  of  the  buildings,  are  indeed  a  pleasant  spot  for 
the  remaining  years  of  the  residents'   lives.       Many 
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that  I  have  known  there  during  the  past  fifty  years 
lived  to  a  good  old  age. 

A  Mrs.  Ann  Munro,  who  died  there  October,  1873, 
was  aged  101  years  and  seven  months ;  she  is  buried 
in  the  Churchfield  Road  Cemetery. 

Before  St.  Dunstan's  Church  was  erected,  those 
who  were  able  attended  St.  Mary's  Church  on  Sunday 
mornings  ;  four  pews  were  allotted  in  the  old  Church 
for  their  use,  two  for  men  and  two  for  women,  and 
after  the  re-building  of  the  Church,  the  same  accom- 
modation was  made  for  them.  In  the  afternoon  ser- 
vice was  held  in  the  Chapel  at  the  Buildings  ;  the  Rev. 
John  Ward,  who  lived  at  Kew  Green,  was  for  many 
years  the  Chaplain. 

The  walk  from  the  Almshouses  to  the  Church  (now 
Churchfield  Road)  was  a  very  uneven  one,  at  times 
scarcely  passable,  the  road  a  deep  rut,  which  improved 
somewhat  as  it  neared  the  Derwentwater  walls.  At 
this  point  was  a  five-barred  gate,  to  protect  the  fields 
from  stray  cattle,  and  a  side  swing-gate  to  the  path, 
which  wound  its  w^ay  through  pleasant  cornfields  and 
gardens,  that  now  form  Spencer,  Chaucer,  Shake- 
speare, Myrtle,  and  Goldsmith  Roads,  out  to  East 
Acton  by  Elm  House.  This  way  was  the  one  used 
by  pedestrians ;  carriage  traffic  had  to  go  by  East 
Acton  Lane  to  the  High  Road. 

This  footpath  commenced  where  my  house  now 
stands.       In  the  year  1864  the  land  was  resplendent 
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with  scarlet  beans  and  other  garden  produce,  It  being 
then  held  by  Mr.   Donald,  before  referred  to. 

I  may  mention  that,  at  this  point  was  the  boun- 
dary of  Mr.  Bramley's  Estate.  And  now  I  have 
reached  my  dwelling,  I  will  return  to  the  Church, 
at  which  I  commenced,  and  briefly  refer  to  a  few  of 
the  monumental  inscriptions  and  epitaphs  in  the 
Church  and  Churchyard,  to  which  I  have  not  already 
alluded,  and  to  the  Church  bells,  thus  concluding  my 
rather  rambling  lines,  and  trusting  that  any  errors 
may  be  overlooked. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

At  each  side  of  the  tower  doorway  are  carved 
heads  copied  from  old  portraits  of  Sir  Matthew  Hale 
and  Richard  Baxter. 

In  the  Tower  Porch  a  brass  : — 

'*  1866.— Dr.  Nathaniel  Rogers  gave  £50  at  the 
re-building  of  this  Church  for  restoring  the 
monumental  tablets  and  list  of  Charities  be- 
longing to  this  Parish. — Edward  Parry,  M.A. 
(Rector),  Robert  S.  Mansell,  James  Smith 
(Wardens),  H.  Mitchell  (Clerk)." 

Some  stones  were  also  placed  at  the  expense  of 
Dr  N.  Rogers,  to  commemorate  three  ancient  brasses 
that  had  been  torn  away,  but  described  in  Weaver's 
"  Funeral  Monuments."  Among  the  earliest  was  a 
brass : — 

"  Here  lyeth  Henry  Gosse  and  Alice,  his  Wyff, 
1485." 

On  the  pavement  within  the  Altar  Rails  was  a 
brass  with  inscription  : — 

"All  you  this  way  by  me  sal  passe 
Consider  what  I  am,  and  who  I  was 
Byrde  I  was  first,  John  by  name 
Here  in  Acton  Priest  and  Person  of  the  same. 
Fifty  year  and  three  goven  did  I  here 
And  finished  my  life  in  the  two  and  forty  year 
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After  a  thousand  ccccc  of  our  Lord's  coming 
In  erthe  me  to  redeerae  by  soor  payne  sufferen 
And  now  I  have  paid  the  stipend  of  this  life 
Yeding  my  flesh  to  worms  without  anny  strife 
For  my  soul  yntercede  that  glory  yt  may  optayne 
Where  with  the  blessed  trynite  eternally  yt  may  reyne 
And  for  you  again  pray  by  whose  charitie  I  am  relevyd 
To  sweet  Jesu  wythe  whose  holy  Blude  we  be  redym'd." 

Weaver  mentions  a  third  brass  for  Sir  Thomas 
Cornwall,  who  casually  died  at  Acton  while  on  his 
journey  homeward  from  London  : — 

*'  Pray  for  the  soul  of  Sir  Thomas  Cornwall, 
Baron  of  Burford,  in  the  County  of  Salop, 
Knight  and  Bannerett,  which  took  to  wifT 
Anne,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Corbet, 
of  the  same  county,  who  departed  this  life 
the  XIX.  of  August,  MDXXXVII." 

A  fourth  brass  happily  still  remains,  and  after 
being  restored  by  Dr.  Rogers  in  the  year  1864,  is 
affixed  at  the  east  end  of  the  North  Aisle.  It  bears 
a  figure  kneeling  at  a  desk,  and  is  inscribed  : — 

"  Here   underfoot   before   this   stone   lyeth   buryd 

the  Bodye  of  Humphrey  Cavell,  Esquire,  who 

deceased  Third  Novemb.   in  the  year  of  Our 

Lord  God,  MCCCCCLVIII." 

In  the  Tower  Porch,  tablets  : — 

"  To  the  memory   of  Margaret   Fieldhouse,    who 

died  in  1661,  aged  100  and  odd." 
"To  Mary  Hill,  who  was  buried  September  1st, 
1662,  aged  100." 
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**  To  John  Crayle,  his  two  daughters,  and  Widow 
Sarah  Crayle,  who  are  mentioned  in  the  list 
of  Donors  to  Charities." 

Of  the  marble  tablets  and  monuments  in  the 
Church  not  referred  to  already  : — 

One  to  the  memory   of  the  daughter  of  Robe 
Searle,   merchant,   who  died  in  the  year   1674,   ageo 
twelve  years,  with  the  following  verses  : — 

I'th  blossom  of  her  Spring  was  seen 

That  points  of  Grace  there  would  have  been 

But  what  her  hasty  death  denyd. 

Is  now  in  Paradise  supplyd. 

Where  there  is  neither  Spring  nor  Fall 

But  Summer's  there  perpetual. 

Her  early  soul  in  Flower  here 

Is  ripe  to  endless  glory  there 

And  now  her  Virgin  soul's  Christ's  Bride 

And  lives  with  Him  who  for  her  Dyd. 

Her  tender  dust,  too,  at  Christ's  call 

Talitha  cumi  joyful  shall 

From  the  Sleep  of  Death  awake 

Of  life  and  glory  to  partake." 

The  Rev.  R.  Wintle,  Curate,  and  his  wife,  are 
commemorated  by  a  tablet  inscribed  : — 

*'  Robert  and  Margaretta  Wintle,  Husband  and 
Wife,  trusted  in  God's  mercy  through  Christ. 
Their  bodies  have  returned  to  the  dust,  their 
Spirits  to  God  who  gave  them — are  you 
ready?" 

Mrs.  W^intle  died  at  Acton  in  the  year  1801.  Mr. 
Wintle  became  Vicar  of  Culham,  Berks,  and  died 
there  in  the  year  1848.  They  both  are  buried  in  the 
Chancel  of  Acton  Church. 
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A  tablet  to  the  memory  of  Barbara  PIgott,  date 
1649. 

Lady  Anne  Southwell,   1636. 

Daniel  Wait,  Esq.,  1677,  and  Frances  Trotman, 
1698.  (These  were  on  each  side  of  the  Chancel  Arch 
till  the  year  1836. ) 

Child  of  Samuel  Trotman,  Esq.,  of  Siston,  Glou- 
cestershire,  and   Newton  Purcell,   Oxfordshire. 

The  handsome  black  marble  tomb  in  the  Centre 
Aisle,  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ramsay,  r689, 
which  was  a  correct  weather  glass,  being  wet  and 
black  before  rain,  and  nearly  white  and  dry  before 
fine  weather. 

The  fine  white  marble  slabs  to  the  memory  of  the 
three  daughters  of  Sir  Charles  Scarborough,  physician, 
date  1707. 

Marble  slab  to  the  memory  of  Lady  Walpole, 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Orford,  1843,  and  others  of 
the  Walpole  family  from  the  year  1705.  These  are 
now  covered  with  the  tile  paving. 

There  are  two  wooden  tablets  to  the  memory  of 
Lady  Southwell ;  formerly,  these  were  on  each  side  of 
her  monument,  but  are  now  In  the  Vestry.  Lady 
Southwell  was  the  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Harris,  of 
the  County  of  Devon,  and  wife  first  of  Sir  Thomas 
Southwell,  Knight  of  Pixworth,  in  the  County  of  Nor- 


RECORDS  AND   RECOLLECTIONS   OF  ACTON.     117 

folk,  and  afterwards  of  Henry  Sibthorpe,  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Munster. 

An  epitaph,  composed  "  To  the  eternal  memorie 
of  the  Verti-ous  Ladie,  the  Ladie  Anne  Southwell,  who 
deceased  Second  October,   1636  "  : — 

Seeking  for  choicest  attributes  to  raise 

A  Pyramid  to  Ladie  Southwell's  Praise, 

I  found  Invention  of  so  low  a  flight 

Her  worth  was  still  above  my  fancies  hight 

At  last  came  Fame  and  whispers  in  mine  eare 

If  thou  a  worthy  monument  would  reare, — 

Call  her  rare  piece  of  nature,  soule  of  art 

Xurse  of  religion,  learning's  better  part, 

Mirrour  of  Ladie's  Virtues  golden  mine, 

The  Graces  Temple,  darling  of  the  nine, 

Heaven's  Joy,  Earth's  Wonder,  Truths  faire  patronesse 

Tho"  maist  give  more,  but  she  deserves  no  less. 

H.S. 

*'  To  the  never-dying  memory  of  that  Ladie  every 
way  worthie.  The  Ladie  Anne  Southwell,  who 
upon  the  Second  October,  in  the  year  of 
grace,  1636,  and  of  her  age  63,  slept  sweetly 
in  the  Lord,  these  few  lines  are  dedicated  by 
Roger  Cocks,  a  true  lover  and  admirer  of  her 
virtues  : — 

The  South  Wind  blew  upon  a  springing  well 

W^hose  waters  flowed,  and  ye  sweet  streames  did  swell 

To  such  a  height  of  goodnesse,  that  they  lent 

The  lower  plaines  a  feeding  nourishment : 

Untill  at  last  (like  envious  philistinesi 

Remorseless  death  with  restlesse  time  combines 

To  stopp  the  current,  but  victorious  fame 

Trumphs  o'er  death  and  time  and  strikes  a  flame 

Out  of  her  ashes  wh  doth  burne  so  bright 

That  yt.  may  give  ye  world  perpetuall  light. 

Roger  Cocks  was  Curate  of  Acton. 
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After  the  re-building  of  the  Church,  a  monument 
was  erected  in  the  South  Chapel  by  the  Rector,  to  the 
memory  of  his  brother,  inscribed  : — 

**  In  loving  memory  of  Charles  Parry,  Commander 
Royal  Navy,  second  son  of  Rear-Admiral  Sir 
W.  E.  Parry.  Born,  Oct.  21st,  1833;  died, 
Oct.  10th,  1868.  After  only  four  days' 
illness,  off  Naples,  on  board  H.M.S. 
Arethusa,  Captain  R.  Coote,  in  the  arms 
of  his  brother.  Rector  of  this  Parish. 
*  Where  I  am  there  shall  also  my  ser- 
vant be.'  Which  hope  we  have,  as  an 
anchor  of  the  soul,  both  sure  and  stedfast." 

Also  near  is  one  as  follows  : — 

**  In  loving  memory  of  Edward  Parry,  Arch- 
deacon and  Canon  of  Canterbury,  Fourth 
Bishop-Suffragan  of  Dover,  Rector  of  this 
Parish,  1859-1869,  eldest  son  of  Rear-Admiral 
Sir  W.  E.  Parry.  Born,  Jan.  14,  1830;  died 
April  11,  1890.  Buried  at  St.  Martin's, 
Canterbury. 

"  To  be  with  Christ  which  is  far  better, 
His  servants  shall  serve  Him." 

**  This  tablet  is  the  gift  of  parishioners  of  Acton 
and  other  friends." 

In  the  North  Aisle  is  one  to  the  memory  of  the 
eldest  son  of  H.  Scott  Turner,  Esq.,  of  The  Lodge, 
Acton  : — 
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**  In  memory  of  Major  Henry  Scott  Turner,  late 
of  the  69th  Regiment.  Died,  10th  October, 
1871  ;  aged  34  years.  '  As  a  Christian,  a 
gentleman,  and  a  soldier,  he  was  the  model  of 
a  British  officer.'— (RegtI.  Orders,  69th 
Regiment,  10th  Nov.,  1871).  Erected  by  the 
whole  of  the  Officers  (past  and  present),  Non- 
commissioned officers  and  men  of  the  69th 
Regiment." 

Near  to  the  same  is  a  tablet  that  was  unveiled  by 
the  Rev.  C.  M.  Harvey,  Vicar  of  Hillingdon,  formerly 
Rector  of  Acton,  and  bears  upon  it  the  following  in- 
scription : — 

**  To  the  glory  of  God  and  in  memory  of  Henry 

Bailey    Lingham,    M.R.C.S.,    L.R.C.P.,    20 

years   Churchwarden   of   this   Parish.     Born, 

24th  August,   1825;  died,  25th  March,   1903. 

*  Thine  eyes  shall  see  the  King  In  His  beauty.' 

— Isa.   xxxiii.,  17.     This  tablet  is  erected  by 

his  numerous  friends  and  fellow  parishioners 

in    recognition    of    his    public    services,    and 

many   acts   of   personal   kindness   during  his 

residence  of  50  years  in  Acton." 

At  the  service  held  on  the  occasion  of  unveiling 

the  above,    Mr.    Harvey,    in   giving   a   short   address, 

said  : — 

**  During  the  time  he  was  Rector  of  the  Parish, 
he  had  always  found  In  the  late  gentleman  a  true 
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and  sympathetic  friend,  and  ready  to  help  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power."  Continuing,  he  said:  **  It 
was  well  that  the  Church,  so  dear  to  him  in  the  past, 
should  contain  some  lasting  memorial  of  his  useful 
and  self-denying  Christian  life,"  and  he  hoped,  in 
conclusion,  that  the  memorial  which  he  had  un- 
veiled that  day  would  stimulate  others  to  do  their 
work  in  the  same  strength,  to  the  glory  of  God,  and 
to  the  good  of  their  fellow  men. 

I  felt  it  a  great  privilege  to  be  entrusted  with 
the  work  of  designing  the  tablets  to  the  memory  of 
Bishop  Parry  and  Dr.  Lingham,  both  of  whom  I  had 
known  so  many  years  as  such  kind  friends. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

In  the  Churchyard  many  of  the  tombstones  that 
were  readable  fifty  years  ago,  are  now  perished. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  inscriptions  and 
epitaphs  : — 

There  is  a  stone  to  the  memory  of  Edward  West- 
more,  who  was  Parish  Clerk ;  it  is  near  the  Church 
tower.       He  died  in  the  year  1778. 

To  a  Parish  Clerk,  his  successor,  William  Whittle 
(by  the  South  Chapel) ;  he  died  1806. 

To  his  successor,  John  Parsons  Maynard,  by  the 
end  of  the  North  Aisle;  he  died  1830.  The  following 
singular   epitaph   is  inscribed  : — 

Fairwell  vain  world  Ive  seen  enough  of  thee, 
And  now  I  care  not  what  thou  sa^xst  of  me, 
Thy  smiles  I  court  not,  nor  thy  frowns  I  fear, 
My  days  are  past,  mj'  head  lies  quiet  here. 
What  faults  you  see  in  my  life  take  care  to  shun, 
Look  well  at  home,  enough  there's  to  be  done. 

A  slab,  near  the  Vestry  door,  to  the  memory  of 

John   Trelawny,    who    died    at   Tottenham,    December 

10th,  1817,  aged  59  years  :— 

From  Faults  he  was  not  exempt, 
Learn  to  avoid  his  Errors 

And  imitate  his  Virtues, 

By  Vestry  window,  Susannah  Prince,  aged  25 
years.  She  died  the  12th  August,  1774,  at  Sir  Stephen 
Janssens,  Bart.,  Chamberlain  of  London,  in  whose  ser- 
vice she  lived  twelve  years.     "  She  was  Sober,   Dilli- 
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gent,  Honest,  and  Vertuous,  And  never  was  caught  in 
a  Lye,  Rare  character  in  these  degenerate  days." 

I  see  by  the  Burial  Register,  she  was  the  daughter 
of  the  late  William  Prince,  of  East  Acton. 

At  east  end  of  Church  : — 

**  Mrs.   Ann   Minton,   who   departed   this  life   the 

23rd  of  Nov.,  1838,  aged  28  years. 

She  was 
Ah  !  What  was  she  ? 
What  a  wife  and  mother  should  be 
That  was  She. 

Near  the  opposite  path  : — 

**  Within  this  Monument  is  deposited  Mrs.  Eliza 
Turst,  who  was  a  very  good  woman.  She 
departed  this  life  3rd  January,  1765,  aged  65 
years." 

Adjoining  is  : — 

**  Lucy  Heath,  a  valued  servant,  who  d^'ed  the  10th 
of  March,  1834,  aged  37  years. 

There  was  no  power  in  man  to  save, 
But  as  she  shuddered  o'er  the  grave, 
She  saw  from  realms  of  light  descend 
The  Friend  of  him  who  has  no  friend. 

She  spoke  the  meaning  of  her  heart , 
Ne'er  faltered,  slandered  with  her  tongue, 
Would  ever  doubt  an  ill  report. 
Did  good,  but  never  to  her  neighbour  wrong. 

**  To  Mr.  John  Radford,  many  years  Head  Groom 

to  His  late  Majesty  George  the  Fourth,  who 

died  July  28th,  1831,  aged  68  years. 

Happy  is  the  man  who  has  come  to  rest 
With  the  woman  he  loved  best, 

A  Friend  to  many  when  in  being  and  to  those  that  do  remain. 
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"  To  Mrs.  Mary  Gardner,  widow  of  William 
Gardner,  Esq.,  belonging  to  His  Majesty's 
Drawing  Room  in  the  Tower  of  London,  who 
dred  Sept.  28,  1801,  in  the  59th  year  of  her 
age." 

On  a  tomb  : — 

"  In  Christian  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality 
through  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life.  Here 
rest  the  mortal  remains  of  John  Park,  Gent, 
who  died,  Sep.   11,   1786,  aged  63.* 

When  some  lone  youth  by  kindred  grief  is  led 
To  court  the  dwellings  of  the  sainted  dead, 
If  filial  fondness  for  parental  worth 
Should  guide  his  footsteps  to  his  hallowed  earth, 
Here  let  him  gaze,  and  from  the  mournful  stone 
Learn  that  his  sorrows  are  not  his  alone. 
That  he  whose  honoured  dust  reposes  here 
Had  every  gift  to  make  his  being  dear, 
Had  all  that  Heaven  of  excellence  could  blend, 
To  make  the  father  cherish'd  as  the  friend, 
Had  all  that  Earth  in  anguish  could  resign, 
Yet  know  sad  sorrower  that  task  was  mine, 
And  if  such  sympathy  may  soothe  your  grief, 
May  give  the  wounded  bosom  short  relief. 
Oh  let  the  soul  this  brighter  prospect  cheer, 
To  gain  hereafter  what  it  valued  here. 

*  His  son,  Thomas  Park,  F.S.A.,  etc.,  was  the 
author  of  the  verses.  He  published  a  small  book  of 
poems,  entitled  **  Sonnets  and  other  Small  Poems," 
in  the  year,  1797.     He  died,  Nov.  26th,  1834,  aged  75. 

A  granite  tomb,  in  place  of  one  much  decayed,  to 
an  old  Acton  family,  to  whose  memory  there  is  no 
tablet  in  the  Church.  Miss  Mary  Tubbs  bequeathed 
£200,  the  interest  to  be  given  for  coals  for  the  poor  of 
Acton. 
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"  Robert  Tubbs  Nightingale  Tubbs,  of  Harlesden, 
Colonel,  Cinque  Ports  Artillery  Volunteers, 
and  late  Captain,  9th  Regiment  Bombay 
Native  Infantry,  N.T.  (son  of  the  late  Robert 
Tubbs),  in  memory  of  four  preceding  genera- 
tions who  rest  beneath,  placed  this  monu- 
ment, 1891." 

"  Robert  Tubbs,  of  Harlesden,  died  30th  May, 
1782,  aged  77  years." 

*'  Margaret,  wife  of  Robert  Tubbs,  of  Friars' 
Place,  Acton.  Died,  30th  Septr.,  1805,  aged 
72  years." 

**  Robert,  her  husband,  son  of  Robert  Tubbs,  of 
Harlesden.  Died,  12th  May,  1810,  aged  77 
years." 

"  Henrietta  Tubbs,  of  Friars'  Place.  Died,  18th, 
April,  1839,  aged  76  years." 

•'  Mary  Tubbs,  of  Friars'  Place.  Died,  30th 
Septr.,  1852,  aged  84  years." 

**  Robert  Tubbs,  of  Harlesden,  son  of  Robert  and 
Margaret  Tubbs.  Died,  13th  August,  1818, 
aged  51  years." 

"  Lucy,  wife  of  Charles  Tubbs,  of  this  Parish. 
Died,   1st  May,   1846,  aged  35  years." 

"  Charles,  her  husband.     Died,  27th  March,  1861, 

aged  60  years." 
"  Sophia,   wife  of   Robert  Tubbs,   of   Harlesden. 

Died,  25th  February,  1841,  aged  41  years." 

*'  Robert,  her  husband.  Died,  15th  August,  1884, 
aged  87  years." 
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The  last-named  Robert  Tubbs,  Esq.,  was  for  many 
years  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Magistrates  at  Ken- 
sington. 

It  would  seem  that  it  was  considered  necessary 
that  the  landlords  of  the  public-houses  should  be  com- 
memorated on  their  tombstones  by  stating  the  Inn  at 
which  they  had  been  known.  I  quote  a  few  of  these 
inscriptions  : — 

**  Mr.  William  Clark,  of  the  George  Inn,  in  this 
Parish,  who  departed  this  life,  March  15, 
1822,   aged  55  years. 

But  mine's  the  sorrow,  mine's  the  grief, 
My  tears  will  flow,  now  yours  are  dried, 
No  mortal  power  could  give  relief 
On  that  sad  day  my  husband  died. 

**  Peter  Farquharson,  late  of  the  White  Hart  Inn, 
in  this  Parish,  who  died  2nd  day  of  Septem- 
ber,  1838,  aged  61  years. 

The  time  we  have  allotted  here 
We  highly  ought  to  prize. 
And  try  to  make  salvation  sure, 
Before  death  doth  close  our  eyes. 

**  Mr.  Robert  Haward,  of  the  Anchor  Inn,  in  this 
Parish,   who  died,   28th   May,    1846." 

**  Mr.  John  Tickner,  late  of  the  Red  Lion  Inn, 
in  this  Parish,  who  died,  the  20th  April,  1848, 
aged  53   years." 

**  Mrs.  Ann  Humphreys,  wife  of  Mr.  William 
Humphreys,  of  the  White  Hart  Inn,  in  this 
Parish,  who  died,  the  22nd  November,  1851, 
aged  47  years. 

She  trusted  in  God,  her  end  was  peace. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

{From  the  Parish  Magazine,  October,   1904.) 

THE   CHURCH  BELLS. 

Most  of  our  readers  will  have  remarked  the  silence 
of  the  Church  clock  and  bells  for  three  or  four  weeks, 
in  August  and  September.  This  was  owing  to  a  re- 
port from  Messrs.  Warner  and  Sons,  bell  founders  to 
the  King,  that  the  bells  were  in  an  unsafe  condition. 
The  bearings  and  gudgeons  upon  which  they  hang 
were  much  worn,  and  required  renewing  and  re-turn- 
ing, as  otherwise  an  injury  might  have  been  done  to 
the  tower. 

The  Rector  and  Churchwardens  determined  to 
have  the  bells  put  in  order  at  a  cost  of  £32,  and  this 
has  now  been  thoroughly  done. 

At  the  same  time,  a  valuable  addition  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Belfry  by  Mr.  Henry  Mitchell,  to  cele- 
brate his  completion  of  forty  years'  service  in  the 
office  of  Parish  Clerk.  It  consists  of  a  chiming  appar- 
atus, by  Messrs.  Warner,  with  a  double  door  oak  case, 
and  the  necessary  ropes,  hammers,  and  pulleys,  which 
enables  one  man  to  chime  the  whole  peal  of  eight 
bells.  We  congratulate  Mr.  Mitchell  most  heartily 
on  this  interesting  anniversary,  and  while  thanking 
him  for  his  handsome  gift,  join  with  him  in  the  hope 
that  we  may  daily  hear  the  "  sweet  music  of  the  bells,'* 
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and  that,  after  a  time,  simple  hymn  tunes  may  be 
played  upon  them.  He  also  sends  us  the  subjoined 
notes  on  the  age  of  the  eight  bells,  which  we  are  sure 
will  be  read  with  interest : — 

The  Tenor  bell  (weighing  13cwt.  251bs.)  is  a  bell 
cast  by  Warner  and  Sons,  when  the  new  tower  was 
completed,  and  has  merely  the  date,  A.D.   1877,  upon 

it. 

The  Seventh  bell  has  the  inscription,  **  Daniel 
Featly,D.D.,  Rector.  Roger  Cocks,  Minister,  1637." 
(Dr.  Featly  was  also  Rector  of  Lambeth,  so  Roger 
Cocks  was  evidently  his  Assistant  Curate  at  that  time). 

The  Sixth  bell.  Inscription,  '*  Thomas  Fry  and 
Thomas  Hawkins,   Churchwardens,    1712." 

The  Fifth  bell.  Inscription,  "  Lester  and  Pack, 
of  London.     Fecit,  1764." 

The  Fourth  bell  (re-cast).  **  Harrison  and  Col- 
lett,  Churchwardens,   1810." 

The  Third  bell.  *'  Peace  and  Good  Neighbour- 
hood, God  save  the  Church  and  Queen.  James  Byle, 
Londini.     Fecit,    1712." 

The  Second  bell.     ''  Glo  in  God,  E.K.,  1637." 

The  Treble  Bell,  A.D.,   1877. 

The  old  bell,  dated  1583,  that  formerly  hung  in 
the  cupola  on  the  old  tower,  and  upon  which  the  clock 
at  that  time  struck  the  hours,  had  become  cracked,  so 
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It  was  broken  up,  and  metal  added,  and  re-cast,  to 
belong  to  the  peal  of  eight,  as  formerly  the  peal  was 
of  six  bells.  The  clapper  of  the  old  bell  above  referred 
to,  and  the  weather  vane  from  the  old  cupola,  are 
preserved  and  fixed  in  the  Tower  Porch. 

A  large  brass  has  been  placed  near  the  pulpit  of 
the  Church,  which  gives  the  following  information  : — 
**  Parish  Church  of  Saint  Mary,  Acton,  Middlesex. 

"  A.D.    1220. — First   Church   In   Acton   of   which 

there  Is  any  record.     Rector,   Gregory   Fitz- 

walter. 
•*  1550  to  1583.— New  Church  erected.       Rector, 

John  Kendal. 
'*  1766. — Church     Tower     repaired     and     newly 

pointed.     Rector,  George  Berkeley. 
*%4837. — Church    partly    re-bullt    and    enlarged. 

Rector,  William  Antrobus. 

"  1865. — New  Nave  and  Chancel  erected.  Rector, 
Edward  Parry. 

"  1877. — New  Tower  erected.  Rector,  Charles 
Musgrave  Harvey. 

**  1906. — New  Vestry  and\  South  Door  added. 
George  Spencer  De  Sausmarez,  Rector. 
Walter  Adam  Brown,  Edward  Hight  Hay- 
ward,  Churchwardens.  Henry  Mitchell. 
Parish  Clerk.       Easter,  1908." 

THE   END. 
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